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Editorial........

This edition of the Nut is very DERT heavy, surprisingly
for the autumn. The trusty velocepede has largely
stayed in the shed due to the impending relocation of
Nut Central to Edinburgh. However it is evident that
much good dancing has happened across the known

rapper world.

Following Medlock’s Manchester DERT there are
workshops in the offing. If DERT has been about
anything it is raising the standard and quality of dancing
but remaining connected to the tradition so look out for
workshops which should help to do both.

Also on the heels of Manchester comes the DERT
questionnaire - available here and online. DERT has
evolved into a different beast from the 1980s - if you are
involved in it in any way then you should complete the
questionnaire and let people know if you are happy with
the direction of evolution.

Finally - a note that the NUT only has content if it has
contributors - send your articles and pictures.

Cheers Kev

Emma Snog |

The Nut’s resident
agony aunt with the
answers to all your
problems

Dear Emma,

'In response to Le Besford's article from the
last edition of The Nut, a certain Mr Handley
from Bath wishes to place on record that it
wasn't just Edwin who ran the social media for
DERT 2015 in Bristol, it was in fact a joint
affair. In particular he wishes to emphasise
that the much-appreciated faux BBC article
was plucked from the sordid flights of his
imagination only." Additionally Edwin wishes to
place on record the fact that he and Mr
Handley have never had an affair, and that
Martin has never thrown his toys out of his
pram, and is in fact completely incapable of
hissy fits and histrionics.

Yours sincerely
Edgar J Hoover

Dear Ed,

Just give in and admit the love that dare not
speak its name. A close working relationship
between sword and dancer is a fine thing and
not to be discarded so lightly.

All opinions expressed in this magazine are the
responsibility of the author, and not necessarily
shared by the editor. All copy, photographs and art
work are copyright © 2016 the originator, and may
only be used elsewhere with permission
The NUT: Published by Kev Theaker,

6 Craigie Rd, Ayr, South Ayrshire, KA8 OEZ
01292 610751 : Email:
kevtheaker@googlemail.com

Front cover: Sallyport, Ossett Beer Cart
Photo: Simon Marker
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DERT - the back story

‘DERT is the most important event within the sword
dancing community’
Medlock Rapper

Scene at a midlands street corner sometime in the
late 1970s..., The bumbling morris team began to
fluff their way through a sword dance * all the way from
the North East’, said the announcer. But a bystander
complete with two kids in tow, walked into the middle
of the space and stopped the dance. The crowd,
prams, dogs and ice lollies looked on convinced that it
was a more entertaining part of the ‘show’ but it
wasn’t. Said the intruder, ‘That’s rubbish, the real
Rapper dancers would laugh at the stupid stuff you're
doing. You lot are just making a mockery’.

The bells and the whites all slunk away, muttering
threats.

And so the Rapper Tournament came to be, with the
express aim of showing ‘real rapper’ and raising
standards.

DE because of Dancing England that was the Event in
Derby that generated enough interest for the
organisers to be able to attract teams to a Rapper
Tournament...RT. The Tournament was named after
the great North of England Musical Tournament, held
in Newcastle and at venues in Durham and
Northumberland wherever pit teams were prepared to
show their skill.

To begin with as teams across the country were
approached... much head shaking, ‘We don’t
compete’...’Everybody will look the same’... ‘Most
Rapper is crap’, ‘it's a helluva way to Derby’

But DERT began.

Southern teams came North to Derby to be entered in
the Rest of the World category. The real canny
Northeastern teams though were catered for in the NE
Championship ... Kingsmen and Sallyport battled it out
at first but neither team was great. Then High Spen
appeared. Rydon Springs, Hoddesdon Crownsmen,
Carlisle, Beltane, Black Cap, Redcar Sword, Ellen
Vannin, Carlisle, East Saxon, Grand Union and Old
Moat battled for Southern honours. Gift Rapper from
Sheffield were the first women. The Traditional Class
was won by Old Moat three times then by East Saxon
before the classes changed. When High Spen turned
up, the whole standard moved up a couple of floors.

It was obvious even by the second year that teams

had been practising and from then on, the quality of the
performances, the stepping and the music improved in
leaps and jumps.

The Judging was the original ~ one dance in front of a
panel of worthies that included over the years, Fred
Forster of High Spen, Nibs and Dave Pearson of Royal
Earsdon, Ivor Allsop, Chris Cawte, writer of the History
of Rapper, Tony Foxworthy, once ‘stationed ‘ in the NE
for EFDSS and George Rowe of the 49ers Kings
College team ...quoted in 1984, as saying, ‘these
Kingsmen are a disgrace’

Before DERT, Dancing England was marked every
January by hoardes of Kingsmen and Sallyports
arriving out of the woodwork, sleeping in the unheated
black hole that was Draycott Scout Hut.. usually with
only 2 toilets for about 80 people...which in January
were often frozen over. There were much tales of pub
crawling around Derby trying to find beer on an
afternoon when the pubs shut at three. When DERT
began in 1984, a Sponsor was found and Coates
Gaymers, brought boxes of cider to be dispensed in
little plastic cups. However, the staff left for Lunch at
12.30, just before the first Tournament. Kingsmen and
Sallyport had been out in the pubs and returned just
before 1 o’clock. When the Sponsors got back, there
were lots of empty boxes but no cidery refreshment left,
nor any empty bottles! Such a Mystery.

So the original DERT faded when Dancing England
passed on in the late 80’s. The Tournament however,
was revived by Hoddesdon Crownsmen in 1991 when it
became The Mac Jones Memorial Tournament held in
Ware in Hertfordshire. Ryknild Rapper, produced a
brilliant show complete with Guide Mistress. High Spen
won the NE, Stone Monkey the Rest of the World. ,
You lads are just top of the second division,” said Ricky
Forster.

A smaller version was held in Derby in 1994. Ryknild
Rapper from the West and Kesteven from the East
danced pub to pub into the Assembly rooms. The
winners with the biggest bag were Ryknild who won the
coveted Toilet Seat

DERT 94: Saw Vince Rutland move into an organiser’s
chair and produce The NUT specifically for the event
held in The Irish Club in Newcastle. Sallyport were tha
main organisers that time.The Cumberland Arms was
the base and competitors slept in the Byker youth
centre. Stone Monkey were Top Team.
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Photo: Kesteven Rapper, DERT 2000 Greenwich

DERT 95: The first London event. East Saxon hosted in
Leytonestone. This do was marked by a massive
disinterest from the local pubs and no Friday gathering
place, nor pubs open on Saturday morning. The
competition was held upstairs in one of the few open
pubs. Highlight was an evening crawl of Off Licences
by Thrales led by Andrew Kennedy and Tony Criessen.
Sallyport won the competition.

DERT 96: Held in Burton on Trent, in October and
organised quite nicely by Ryknild. Most slept in the
Bass Brewery where the bar was drunken dry. Oh and
Jack the Rapper arrived via the Cumberland Arms, all
the way from Norway and did the first hop swing figure,
aye and a kneeling Nut. Stone Monkey were again Top
Team.

DERT 98: Was held in Ryton on Tyne in the
Workingmen’s Club, hosted by High Spen and Short
Circuit. Kingsmen are rumoured to have set fire to the
shop next door afterwards. Most slept in Ryton
Community Centre and gathered at the Old Cross.
Stone Monkey won Music, Character and dance.

DERT 99: Newcastle, accommodation was in
Ouseburn and the Cumberland Arms. Competition was
held again in the Irish Centre near Gallowgate, still with
a row of judges and a red/green light for over running
teams. The Cowen Trophy (Won in 1925 by Winlaton at
the original Newcastle Tournament), arrived and was
photographed, brought in by a family from Winlaton.
The trophy unfortunately disappeared to the States and
is reported to have been sold. Stone Monkey didn’t win
but Kingsmen did. Pengwyn were great.

DERT 2000: Greenwich, organised by Andrew Kennedy
and Thrales. Good pubs, all teams danced on Sunday
at the Millennium Dome. Good effort. Sallyport won just
beating the Kingsmen who became tangled with a
Betty’s ladder. George Unthank won Best Tommy with
Addison.
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DERT 2001: Brilliantly organised by Blackadder. Great
Event held in Masham. Accomodation was in two
church halls . The competition was held in Black Sheep
Brewery. All dancers and musicians were shipped out
to Ripon to persecute the bars there. Short Circuit won
premier. Sallyport best overall. Black Swan won the
Open.

DERT 2002: Kelham Island. Really well organised by
Triskele and Ron and Jenny Day. The competition was
held in a tent inside the inside of the old Kelham Island
Tram depot with spectacular overhead filming by Doc
Rowe. There was still a panel of judges, this time
including Alan Dunn, author of a bodice ripping yarn of
drugs, slavery and oh yes a 19th century rapper
competition. Most dancers gathered and slept in Burton
Street Community Centre. Black Swan appeared, in a
sober state and danced the most outrageously brilliant
rapper and then went off to invent some more figures.

DERT 2003: Out of England and into the land of great
bars and wooden floors - Glasgow. Organised by
Clydeside led by Kev Theaker and Ranko Vrcel;.
Glasgow was the first pub based DERT with two judges
sitting in five working bars and teams visiting. Based in
a part of the university that was an ex chapel, and
surrounded by great pubs and chip shops selling
battered Mars Bars. Great success. The local Sikhs
even brought 5 sword bearers to the party on Sunday
morning. Black Swan won again

DERT 2004 Veni Vidi Saltavi: Martin Hanley’s brilliant
almost solo organising performance in Bath. Sleeping
Floors and drinking bars were in the massive Pavilion
and there were 12 pubs used. Black Swan turned out
two teams but with only 9 dancers...No 4 pedalled
between the performances on a Brompton bike and
danced every dance. First outing for the Gaorsach
Kilts. ‘Virgin ‘ judges were tried by Mr Hanley (for
dancing only of course) members of the public who had
never seen a rapper before! They awarded top marks to
the girls of Phoenix. But the winners were Black Swan
again again.

DERT 2005: To Preston where Andrew Kennedy, Jeff
Lawson and Johnny Haslett with Lamb and Flag
organised. Numbers were surprisingly massive, the
accommodation at Canterbury Hall needed to be twice
as big and amongst it all were three teams from the
USA, New Haven, and Candy Rapper and Beside the
Point, led by Tom Kruskal. Many excellent pubs were
used and many judges involved including a very surreal

Opposite: Sallyport at Ossett Beer Festival and Thrales at
Derby Folk Festival.
Photos: Sallyport, Simon Marker, Thrales, Carrie Skinner
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The uncompromising logo of DERT 2003, when rapper had to
compete for attention in the pubs of Glasgow

attempt to have an outside dance for local Morris
teams. In the end, Maltby Phoenix, average age 16,
wowed the judges with their fast, accurate rapper and
scooped top prize. Black Swan with a new No. 3 dance
failed to complete a performance due to excessive
practice and necessary refreshment.

DERT 2006: So to York with Black Swan. 13
competition pubs were used and judges were given a
set of marking criteria to refer to. The event was well
organised, despite early Friday doors being held in
York Brewery with space for just 80 bodies and
imbibers being pushed out and encouraged to circulate
some of the great city pubs. Most kipping took place in
the many hostels around the city. The Saturday
Spectacular was held in the National Railway Museum
in front of lots of audience and appreciative trains.
Altogether a fine event. Sallyport were the top team.

DERT 2007: Was held in Nottingham and excellently
organised and run by Whip the Cat. Accommodation
was in a multiculture centre with evening Friday meals
and Saturday and Sunday breakfasts being run by the
team themselves. Despite many warnings to the chaps
running the bar at the Friday venue, it ran out of beer
twice and the beer cavalry had to be called to keep
order. A dozen great pubs and a tram line were
involved in the Saturday tournament. But the gathering
was in the Canalhouse pub, where DERT took the
whole pub over. The Traditional Class was run there
properly for the first time.. The Canalhouse bar also ran
out of draught real ale... There were 32 teams and the
Kingsmen beat Stone Monkey to top team.

Phil Heaton

North East
Championship

Is the NE Championship Trophy to be wrested
from current holders High Spen Blue
Diamonds on January 14 2017 in St Mary's
Church, Gateshead?

There are ten teams based within the bounds
of the old Northumberland and Durham
counties and a hard competition is anticipated.
Winners of the predecessors of this new
Trophy include Royal Earsdon, Sallyport, and
the Kingsmen.

The junior Trophy is currently held by
Nettlesworth Junior School.

Goathland Hub
Update

As most of you know we are building a new
Community Hub at Goathland which will be up
& running next season. Work is well underway.
Fund raising is hard work & now it's your turn
to help. We are offering you the chance to
sponsor a square metre of flooring at £25.00 /
metre sqg. For that we will add your name to a
brass plaque which will be installed listing all
the donors. We are looking for 140 sponsors
please be one of them. Snark have already
sponsored one of the doors.

Contact Keith Thompson via the Goathland
Plough Stots
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Northgate 25th Anniversary

It's not only Martin’s hair that’s silver these days, but the
entire Northgate team are celebrating their 25th
birthday this year.

It was 1992 and an ex-Kingsmen had moved to the fine
Georgian city of Bath to build a family and raise a
career. At least that’'s what he told his new wife, what
he actually intended to do was find another four chaps
with whom to dance with swords. On his merry wending
path he encountered Kingsmen Kelly, Henry the Piper
and a young and sprightly Martin Hanley. And someone
else.

Knowledge was imparted, stories swapped of derring-
do, much beer was drunk and the team was born,
eventually being named for a now sadly-demised
brewery. The team’s first kit consisted of denim jeans
and fancy waistcoats. Almost as fancy as North British,
but not quite.

Other things happening in 1992 included the signing of
the Maastricht Treaty (ooops), John Gotti (The Teflon
Don) was sentenced to life in prison and McDonalds
opened its first Chinese restaurant. By that | actually
mean, a fast food restaurant in China. The average
house price was £68,634 and a gallon (yes kids, a
gallon containing approx. 4 litres) cost just £2.13.

The Northgate team has gone from strength to strength
over the years with some notable performances in chip
shops, on barges, gate-crashing lesbian weddings and

turning heads with un-purist presentation figures with
swords released from one hand. At one point Northgate
were even the unofficial house rapper team at the
Glastonbury Festival.

Like most teams over the years, membership has
waxed and waned but Northgate currently consist of
eight core regular dancers with another three able to
duck in and out whenever they are able. Or who have
something else really important to do on a Tuesday
evening.

So, fellow dancers, spectators, and yes, even you
musicians, please raise a toast to another 25 years of
the regionally renowned and locally famous Northgate
Rapper.

PS — we're holding a birthday event on Saturday 29th
October in Bath starting at noon in The Bell. We have a
plan (ish) which involves The Westgate at 5pm and
finishing in The Star. We’'ll be joined by other such
rapper luminaries as Silver Flame, Thrales, Mabel
Gubbins, Tower Ravens, and another sword team who
had the temerity to be founded in 1992; Dorset Buttons.

Edwin Dyson — on behalf of, but definitely not
responsible for, Northgate Rapper
Below:

A youthful Northgate, full of enthusiasm and sartorial
elegance
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DERT Steering Group Update

Following our update in the last edition of the
Nut, readers will be pleased to know that the
small ensemble pulled together by Andy Smith
met in Whitby and have

been progressing things. The aim of this group
is to set and articulate the parameters for a
formal DERT Steering Group to take the
governance and direction of the

event forward. We (the rapper community) will
be deciding who should be in this group on
Sunday of DERT in Kendal. The DERT Pre
Steering Group Steering Group

comprises the original DERT Committee (Phil
Heaton, Vince Rutland and Chris Cartridge),
plus Andy Smith (who was nominated to chair
it at DERT 2016), Dave Hall

(who set up and runs dertinfo) and Tom
Besford (representing DERT 2016).

The steps in this process is to create a
structure for the Steering Group; what roles
and responsibilities should be covered by it.
As part of this process, a questionnaire
has been created to canvass opinion, you'll
find a copy of it alongside this edition of the

Nut. An online link to the questionnaire will be
posted on the Nut facebook page, and Vince
Rutland will also be able to get hard and
electronic copies of it out to anyone who wants
one.

We will run the questionnaire until the end of
2016 and then collate and analyse the results
in the new year.

This will inform the final document detailing
what the DERT Steering Group is. This
information will presented in the Nut edition
published in Spring 2017 and further
discussion and decisions on membership will
be taken on Sunday at DERT 2017.

We REALLY encourage you and your teams
to complete this survey. If you are interested in
the future direction of DERT, this is your
chance to feed in before any decisions are
taken. Please also ensure that this survey is
passed as far and wide as possible.

Tom Besford

P

Gaorsach celebrate winning the celebrated DERT AJ's Rapper Who's Crapper prize at Whitby by looking suitably happy.
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Preparations for DERT
2017 in Kendal are going
well, but expect it to be a
B/} little bit different. The
biggest change from
recent years is the size! Kendal is a fraction of
the size of Manchester, so it will be a compact
competition with all the pubs within easy
walking distance of each other. Hopefully this
will give everyone more time to either watch
other teams dance, see the sights of Kendal,

The NUT - Issue 54 Autumn 2016

DERT 2017

or test the pubs that didn't make it into the
competition (there will be plenty of them).
We're also very lucky to have the showcase
venue and the indoor camping venue right
next to each other, so the party can continue
almost seamlessly all evening!

If you like the thought of competing at DERT in
Kendal then register now via
www.dertinfo.co.uk to avoid disappointment.

DERT 2017 7-9th April

The Nut is sponsored by:

systemconcepts

Sally Wearing
System Concepts
Providing health, safety, egonomics and
usability consultancy and training services.
Further information from Sally,
sally@system-concepts.com
www.system-concepts.com

If anyone else would like to advertise or
sponsor The Nut just get in touch with the
editor.

Frank Lee
Light Engineering
Maker of Fine Rapper Swords
Contact
01697 72649
frank.lee2@btinternet.com
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Dancing England 2017

Dancing England Revived ~ February 18 invitations to show their tradition.
Sheffield Town Hall
Unlike its 10 predecessors, this next Dancing Tickets will be on sale later in the year. Look

England doesn’t have a tag line of , * Past out for the spiffing posters. The day will follow

Caring? Dancing England is ’.. since both the a similar pattern to the first Dancing England

organisers and most of the current dancing events; teams rehearse in the afternoon,

tribes have picked up the traditions and Doors open at around 6pm then a show

moved on with them. And while ‘Past Caring’  followed by a spot on ceilidh with The Will

is certainly a relevant by-line, it's a changing Pound Band. Meanwhile stalls, exhibitions and

world out there. bars will be in operation with one workshop on
offer. To date there has been a massive

So, instead of looking just at the remains of interest and it looks as if a series of events

what was once on view on our streets, may be in the offing. Who knows... a

Dancing England is looking at the travelling Dancing England may materialise in

juxtaposition of older dances and how some a venue near you in years to come.

current dancers have researched their own And so, a guest list in February 2017 will

traditions and taken threads of performance include at least these acts:

and run with them. That’s not say that the Horwich Prize Medal Morris, Redcar

organisers have just picked excellent Longsword, Toby Bennett, Platt Bridge Morris,

performers willy nilly, there is a vital Seven Champions, Silurian Border, Bampton

connecting spark running through the invited Morris, High Spen Blue Diamonds, Rochester

teams, troupers and minstrels. Sweeps and the Green Man, Star and
Shadow, Fool's Gambit Morris, Kingsmen.

Howsomever, political mores and changing More yet to be confirmed.

personal outlooks have begun to impinge on

today’s practitioners. Sad to relate that at ‘ Dancing England ~ The Tradition moves

least one prospective set of performers has on...

become mired in politics and turned down

DERT Bribing Scandal

Revealed:

Tower Ravens are caught on
camera attemting to bride the
Alternative Judges with cake.
However they failed to realise that’
they were at Whitby, and it was |
not actually DERT. Early bribe or
late bribe we are not sure.
Shame it looks like good cake.
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Workshops Coming Up

Following the discussions at Dert 2016,
where there was a demand for a range of
workshops beyond the usual beginner’s
festival workshop, here are two really good
workshops. They are attached to a couple of

good events which you’d like to go to anyway.

Advanced Rapper Workshop

The SDU are offering an advanced workshop
for potential DERT competitors/would be
winners to be held on the afternoon of
Dancing England 2017 in Sheffield Town
Hall. February 18.

Noted tutors will instruct SDU member teams
and individuals on sword handling; figure
construction and choice; stepping and basic
dance construction.

Cost will be a full Dancing England 2017
ticket per student.

Newbiggin doing a good impression of Thrales

DERT Traditional Class Workshop

January 14 2017, St Mary’s Gateshead.

How to take part in the DERT Traditional
class. Following the new criteria for entering
the Traditional class at DERT, the workshop
will focus on the practical aspects of

finding, learning and dancing a Traditional
dance as authorised in the DERT rules.

On hand will be films, where available, and
notations of the named traditions, plus
traditional dancers who will pass on their
wealth of knowledge for those teams wishing
to take part in that aspect of DERT.

Most importantly will be advice on how to fill in
the paperwork needed to compete. Traditions
with live input may be: High Spen, Winlaton,
Walbottle, Murton, Cold Hesledon and Royal
Earsdon. The Workshop will take place before
the NE Championship where some of the
afternoon’s subject dances will be on show.
Information on the Workshop will be available
from the SDU website and facebook page.
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Rapparound

A miscellany of news gathered from those
with their eye to the wall and their ear to the
plughole!!

ers

-

Merg

Tamsyn deides she’s h:d enough and ru‘ns off with a dodgy
man. Photo: Andy Li

Congratulations to Tom Chafer Cook and
Tamsyn Harrison on their wedding and the
joining of Stone Monkey, Whip the Cat and
Shropshire Sharpshins.

As is clear in the picture above there are at
least three of them in the relationship. As a
clue the young looking ones are getting
married.

Congratulations also to the continued
matrimony machine that is Northgate. Josef
Bojanowski and Natasha Woodward married
and are now forever sworn to be faithful to
Northgate. That’'s a merger of a lot of rapper
activity.

And More Congratulations

lan Davies and Maxine Beahan are getting
married at the end of October. Expect jollity,
dancing and general merriment with Plough
Stot related fun.

Breaking News

Congratulations to Tom Lawrenson and Beth
Cole on the arrival of Megan, who looks
delightful.

Mabel Day
A lovely woman name Mabel
Asked to dance on the table
Come down our way
And make our day
December the fourth, if you're able!

Or in other words Mabel Gubbins are
frightening the good folk of Oxford on Dec 4th.
Let them know if you are going along

Mons Meg

The Edinburgh climate is clearly too cold for rapper -
melodeon driver James Kennedy has opted for
Hamburg and two dancers have decide that their future
lies further south. Any one interested or foolish enough
in dancing in Edinburgh drop the editor an e mail

Copy Date for issue 55 Feb 1st 2017
Send to: Kev Theaker,
email: kevtheaker@googlemail.com
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