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Dear Emma,
I'm worrying over the divergent evolution of rapper.
After a recent rapper-trip to Abroad, I was struck by the
two trends which have developed. The first features
hard-stepping, a hard-nosed Tommy, and occasionally-
hard dancers.
The second is a much more cheerful show, featuring
beaming dancers and frequent changes of rhythm. This
second approach often plays to adoring audiences and
feels more like a Broadway show. It has flourished
outside the parent country - I refer of course to the
United States of Everywhere-outside-Durham-and-
Northumberland. 
The question is - would our mining forefathers break
into joyous smiles at the sight of this japery, or would
they be turning furiously in their graves, to the tune of
Pirates Of The Caribbean?
Yours with underbagged eyes,
Cock o'the North.

Dear Mr North, 
Oh have a sense of fun, you miserable whinge-bag.
You fear the Broadway-style has moved away from
tradition. Not so! If anything, it completes the cycle by
returning to the very origins of sword dancing,
something altogether more like a  pantomime. It's a
jolly, carnivalesque affair, reminding us of those
historical festivals of misrule where we put up with
those who we would otherwise not hesitate to slap. Far
from being annoyed, I'm sure the founding fathers
would be laughing their heads off.

Emma.

Emma Snog
The Nut’s resident
agony aunt with the
answers to all your
problems

Front cover: Gaorsach return to DERT sharing the Buzz
Factor with Star and Shadow.
Photo: Trina McKendrick

DERT 2014 is a distant memory, lost in the intervening
hectic period of an academic semester. So it might be a
good time to reflect on it in a rational, alcohol free
(mostly) way.
Congratulations again to Black Swan for putting
together a fantastic event. A huge amount of
infrastructure is in place to ensure and support future
DERTs. It needs to be there so that anyone can pick up
and run the only rapper event that pulls us all together.
This is the real legacy from Leeds.
A key element from Leeds was the work that teams had
put in to improve from Burton. Every year I wonder if the
quality can be maintained; can we keep getting better?
And every year the answer is another set of startling
performances. Credit has to be given to both the
smaller teams that have to maintain standards and
dance with, well anyone that they can, and keep going
to push their own standards higher. Also although it
looks easy for the bigger long established teams theirs
is a different challenge - to keep their standards high
but create continuity by developing new dances and
new dancers.
A word on new teams - Crook Morris, a great out of the
blue win in their first DERT, Medlock starting with the
High Spen dance on the basis of ‘if they don’t know it is
difficult it won’t be’, both setting a high standard. I hope
to see Shropshire Rapper and Taff Rapper picking up
the challenge for next year. Starting teams from scratch
is hard work - give them all the support you can.
Have a good summer dancing.

Kev
Yet again this edition would not possible with Trina
McKendrick photo editing skills. Thanks
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Once upon a time there was a rapper team with a silly
name that was persuaded to dance at DERT 1999, they
survived that experience and lived long enough to be
asked to organise DERT 2002 in Sheffield - mainly
because they had organised one or two other things,
they had a venue and no one else was daft enough to
do it that year. Now you can't organise the world cup
and not play can you? Neither can you organise DERT
if you are called 'Knit Your Own'. The race was on to
become 
(a) 'Respectable' and 
(b) Get a proper name. 

The name proved to be easy. Tyzack swords - beloved
of many - were made in Sheffield. Tyzack's trade mark
included the 'Legs of Man' (Don't ask!) and the Legs of
Man are based on the Celtic symbol known as a
Triskele. Triskele Sword was born! Serendipitously,
2002 was also the centenary of the registration of the
Tyzack trade mark.

Becoming respectable took longer, plus the help of an
itinerant Sallyport man called Julian South. He taught
us Newbiggin and we also set about creating our own
dance.

Fast forward to 2014 and sadly
Triskele has expired, or rather
we've turned down the life
support machine. In these days
of maximum mobility dancers
come and go with astonishing
rapidity, work, marriage, babies,
other teams, old age and life
can all get in the way of
maintaining a stable, regular
core of dancers and musicians which, in my humble
opinion, are the basis of good rapper and longevity.
However, "Ces't la vie"!!!

So what happened in between? As we actually started
dancing in 2000 it's been 14 years and jolly good ones
too. At times the team has been proudly international
with dancers from Taiwan, Portugal, America and
Barnsley. We've traveled a bit, dancing in France on
two occasions, Portugal twice and of course Barnsley.
We managed two Sword Spectaculars, Whitby 2004
and York 2008. Several festivals have been kind
enough to book us. Warwick, Holmfirth, Sheffield, Wath
on Dearne and Middlewich to name but five and we
busked at Whitby. In 2003 we organised the Morris
Federation AGM and Weekend of Dance. Well
supported by dancers on the Saturday, but few
weekend campers, prompting the decision to make the
AGM a one day occasion as at present. 

We did lots of local events - Kelham Island Christmas
Market and Mayfest, St Georges Day celebrations,
Sheffield 'Chance to Dance', and lots of dance-outs with
local teams. We have also run workshops for IVFDF
when it came to Sheffield. In 2005 we co-hosted with
Stone Monkey a visit by Toronto Womens Sword. For
logistical reasons this was organised in Sheffield, we
enjoyed some great dancing and made some lasting
friendships. In 2013 we were invited to the Wensleydale
Food & Beer Festival. A great weekend, but - falling on
May Day - the coldest night camping I have ever
experienced with the water containers all frozen solid in
the morning. Suffering for our art?

Then there's been DERT. Triskele competed at every
DERT from 2002 until 2013. Our record holds up well.
We have always competed in the Open Championship
Centenary Olympic class (Or whatever the organiser
called it.) and have never been placed lower than 5th.

Lost Rapper Teams No. 20002014
Triskele

Triskele dancing at Sheffield Quays
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On three occasions we managed to field 2 teams which
made life more interesting. We have twice been runner
up in addition to 2005, when we won, but a cock-up with
the scoring robbed us of the glory and we had to be
content with another official 2nd place. Our 2002 debut
taught us one thing we can pass on to aspiring
organisers. Unless you have shed loads of dancers,
don't try to organise DERT and compete. Too stressful!!

And so the curtain has come down, at least for the
foreseeable future. In retrospect Triskele were never
going to re-write rapper history. Mixed teams are still
viewed as unacceptable by the rapper aristocracy and
we didn't drink enough to join the 'lovable rogues'
category. We did have a great time, made many
friends, and introduced many new dancers to the
tradition. Will there be a comeback? The red shirts are
safe in the cupboard and in the words of Eddie the
Eagle, “Never say Never” 

Ron Day

(There is now the veterans’ class at DERT if you are
tempted - not so much lost as suffering a temporary
breakdown of the satnav and forgot to pick up the
roadmap before you set off.  Ed)

Triskele in more vibrant days, with one or two familiar faces.

Sallyport Sword Dancers would like to invite you to the
2014 Longsword Competition to be held at Richmond,
North Yorkshire 11 October 2014.

There will be dancing around Richmond, including at
the Richmond Ale Festival.
The competitions will take place in Richmond Town hall.
If you don't want to compete you can exhibit and if you
only dance rapper you are welcome to come along and
dance.
After the competition the Sword Dance Union AGM will
be held and in the evening a rapper tour will visit the
pubs of Richmond.
Limited indoor camping will be available, on a first come
basis.
We are currently looking for expressions of interest/no
interest in order to manage numbers. To that end we
would be grateful for a reply to
jeffrey011@hotmail.co.uk by the end of July, giving
team name and contact details.

We do hope you can join us.
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Lanchester School showing off their banner and sword locks.
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LANCHESTER RAPPER
CHAMPIONSHIPS
June 27 2014
‘The DURHAM Miner’s Gala has epitomised the values
of justice, equality and the desire for a system based on
need not greed – and we champion these values every
year at the Gala in our great city of Durham. Thanks to
the communities and banner groups whose support for
the Gala has been undiminished even though there are
now no working pits in the county.’

Lanchester in Co Durham is a village built on the profits
from coal. The Romans worked, used and exported
coal from Longovicium as Lanchester was called.
Many centuries later the exploitation of the coal and its
workers continued…Being on a steep hillside the mine
and its layers of coal was accessible from the surface
and in the 19th and 20th centuries it was Called Fenhall
Drift.

In keeping with all the other Co Durham coal workings it
was handed over on January 1 1947 to the National
Coal Board and the Miner’s Union Lodge acquired its
own Banner a few years later.  Time and occasional
mishandling led to the Banner suffering some damage

and wear and tear. Over the last few years a new
Banner Society was formed in the village and following
fund raising and much organising the Banner was
replaced and will appear at this year’s Big Meeting in
Durham on Gala day, July 12. It will parade, complete
with Miner and Roman Centurion, with all the other
Co.Durham  Banners during the day and be presented
at Durham Cathedral being played in by a Brass band.
Schools in Lanchester have been involved from the
beginning of the plan to revitalise the Banner and a
mass procession with a band and their own banners
that the schools had made was held to welcome the
new Fenhall Drift Lodge Banner into the Village at the
end of June.

Alongside the school’s Art and History projects was a
series of Rapper workshops and four teams from the
many who learned the dance had a Championship  held
in Lanchester centre. Commentary and jovial
introductions were by EFDSS Gold Badge holder and
Chief trainer, Aubrey O’Brien and the music was
squeezed out by Lord Voldemort Rutland.
As yet the winners are undeclared but the Lanchester
teams are looking to challenge others especially
Southerners to a dance off!
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Another superb DERT ends, with excellent
organisation and professional skill. The best
performance by any team was undoubtedly
watching the Beadnell Dance being executed
perfectly. That is what sword dancing is about,
power, style, aggression, grace, beauty. Well
done.

Whines from an oldish Geordie in
Northumberland, ‘the beor was canny but
what happened ti the heeds, ye canna sup
beor without a heed on it.”

But seriously, what’s going on with our dance,
what’s all the stamping of the feet? Since
when has it been acceptable to spin around
like whirling Dervishes, screech like a
banshee, bump, barge and hurl yourself
through and into the figures?

The stepping and speed of a lot of the teams
was ridiculous, unable to keep up or together,
feet slapped on the floor like soggy Craster
kippers in a north easterly gale. Has the dance
moved so far away from its roots that it’s lost
its identity? And before you say I can’t accept
change, you’re wrong! Change is what has
kept this dance alive; it’s not a crusty relic from
the past, it’s a living, vibrant thing, that’s why I
love it. But change for the better, not just for
the sake of change.

Costumes on the whole were boring; it’s like
being dropped into a city centre and you see
the same shops wherever you are in the
country. Tommys and Bettys were boring, no
individual identities, no flair, no sparkle, no
skill. Are all the teams reading from the same
book and believing what is said is gospel?

A cud gan on but a winnit, that’ll di for noo.

To finish off I reckon each one of the
categories is now crucial to DERT, each one
has its own identity and place for any team to
compete and participate in. 

One last bubbear, the Buzz factor. It is so
unfair to judge. If one team turns up with a
bunch of baying hyenas, screaming and
cheering for their team, how do you compare
that team with another which doesn’t have that
support? Maybe as a judge I shouldn’t put this
in writing, but I ignore it all and use myself as
the Buzz factor. If I see a team and I feel I
want to get up there with them, then my Buzz
factor score rises. I think it happened maybe
half a dozen times in the weekend, so that’s
not too bad. Roll on next year.

Dave Pearson  Royal Earsdon

DERT 2014 - some personal
comments from Dave

Pearson

A man with a critical eye - Dave Pearson judging

Photos opposite, clockwise from top left: Start and
Shadow, Mons Meg, Kingsmen, Whip the Cat, tumbling
workshop, Red Mum. All photos Trina McKendrick.
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Who’s Who.... and Why?
Watch out, you could be next. Interviews with rapper luminaries. 
Edwin Dyson of Taff Rapper and organiser of DERT 2015.
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1. How was the rapper seed planted?
My earliest memories are of hanging out with the sons
of Morris dancers at Folk Festivals in the late 60’s. My
parents were heavily involved in Dolphin Morris and NW
clog. My first sight of rapper was as an 8 year old at
Sidmouth; I was taken by a burly male rapper dancer
and raved about it. Then I drifted away in my teens as it
was all highly embarrassing. I preferred to get stoned
off my face.

2. When did you first start dancing?
Late. I was 35 and always wanted to do it. It was now or
never. I found Northgate 5 years ago and fell;
interesting guys, good timing, a bit dangerous and a
chance to show off in public. I found it easy and learned
to step in a week. I was happy to tumble so became no.
3 for 4 years.

3. How did you construct Taff Rapper?
I moved to Cardiff with my new job. I procured some
dancers via social media [traditional dance sites] and
friends and blitzed every suitable pub in Cardiff with
printed beer mats featuring a Taff Rapper Open Day.
Ripe dancers came – and disappeared. I would have
preferred an all male team but needed a mixed team in
order to be viable. We now have 7 new dancers and a
musician. Our first crawl is on 19th July with Silver
Flame and Northgate.

4. Any problems with an all new team?
People are scared of the swords; they will duck and
flinch. And the stepping as always. I bully and
encourage; practice in the odd 5 minutes and look at
Youtube. It would have been good to teach from outside
the set but it is tricky learning the dance, teaching it and
correcting mistakes all at once. But we intend to exhibit
at DERT next year.

5. What are your thoughts on the Sword Dance
Union?
I am committed to working with the SDU but am
concerned that it is not well received in the rapper
world. It needs to adjust and become more relevant to
rapper.

6. Why did you offer yourself up to DERT?
I am not phased by the prospect of DERT as my forte is
business and events management. I was president of
the Union at Bristol University following a Psychology
degree. I managed Vintage Clothes Fairs and presently

Edwin instructing Taff Rapper on the fine art of
chandelier avoidance.



work in the management of a Cryogenics company. I
love the rapper world and wanted to offer my skills to it.
It is a chance to embed myself in it.
I am confident that it is totally doable. Martin Hanley is
helping at this stage and as the time approaches,
Northgate will pitch in and 20 volunteers are on hand
from British Bridge Rotary. We could do with cash

Sally Wearing
System Concepts

Providing health, safety, egonomics and
usability consultancy and training services.

Further information from Sally,
sally@system-concepts.com
www.system-concepts.com
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If anyone else would like to advertise or
sponsor The Nut just get in touch with the
editor.

The Nut is sponsored by:
Frank Lee

Light Engineering
Maker of Fine Rapper Swords

Contact
01697 72649

frank.lee2@btinternet.com

Dert 2015 - start planning your journey now!
Best of luck to Martin and Ed

sponsorship if anyone is flush.

7. Will there be any major changes?
On the whole, DERT works. But too much consultation
doesn’t get you anywhere. We need some newer
judges and more musicians. There was feedback last
year that the judges are always the same. Black Swan
are a very hard act to follow and their organisation and
handover was suberb. They are much more human
than their combat dance machine image implies.

Whilst I respect rapper tradition, change is inherent to
growth. I see a living, dynamic tradition as the future of
rapper. In 2012, I stood by the murals in Cecil Sharp
House and was blown away by the thought that we
have a tradition that is loud, alive, breathing and
evolving.
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SINGE  DE  PIERRE
Si ce groupe etait francais il aurait un nom un peu
estrange.  Mais vu que ces musiciens et danseurs
traditionnels sont Anglais, ca donne Stonemonkey. Et
c’est tout de suite plus classe.
So said the magazine, ‘Tours toute ma ville’ in the city’s
programme for the annual Fetes de la musique.  And
how did it go? Le author Mme Champs du Beurre a un
facility de langue. Franglais est le Champion…

�  8 Heures 40 minutes a Derby….vers a Londres
…Eurostar et en choo choo… Paris du Nord…! Merdre!
Un strike de la TGV… Aha, Robin, un Professor de Vie
de Tours sur Loire, a arrive avec un petit charabanc et
un voiture BMW… MAIS!..le periphrique de Paris
Central…dans le’heure de rush!!  Quelle  problem?
Mais nos chauffeurs, Robin et Natalie sont tres jolly
(aussi joli)…Et rapidement …Honk Honk ‘Pardonez
mois Monsieur’  nous are going la! … Ha! Au revoir
Paris et le traffic qui Honk!

�  Et après une short moment nous shootez sur le
autoroute rapidement… A 8 heures et 30 minutes
l’apartement en Tours sur Loire, est la!!

�  Et après un autre 5 minutes,  nous toutes arrives a la
Bar Bartok en Tours…Voila. Pour nous plus vin et plus
Bier et musique.

�  Ce next matin, un promenade around Tours. Et les
danseurs cherches le floors de bois et les bars rustique
et ils ont sniffe  le bier!   Et vers l’e evening nous jouons
le batterie de pieds dans les bars, danse sous les
epees avec Robin le prof et son belle accomplice,
Laurence,   les musicians grand,  ancienne et bonne
avec le violon et la melodeon anglais (concertine) ..et
voila! Free Beer!!  Sur la nuit trois dansers a disparu
…et ils a decouvert un magasin tres bon.  ‘Le Academie
de la Bier’….Mais ils retournant a 6 heures au matin!
Quelle naughty garcons.

�  Saturday etat Le Fetes des Musiciens ( et un jour of
pique pockets!!) and Tours a plein de groups de rock
…’Born to Burn’ et ‘ le  Velpeau Social Club’ et SINGE
de PIERRE.

�  Le crowd ne comprend pas le spectacle mais les
homes l’Anglais continue a danse avec les epee.  Le
Main de Plastic was GREAT et tous les Francais
‘laughed like drains’ quand it flew dans le populace!  Et
it was une atmosphere avec plaisir a Le Bar Bartok. Les
musiciennes, Robin et Laurence joue tous l’apres midi
un repertoire de chants et de musiques traditionnelles
europeennes a danser avec  nouveau morceaux. Ils are
called ‘TARCOLEN’ et leur CD est Fabulous! Darling.

�  Les crowds qui passer Le Bar Bartock  a danser !  Ils
ont doing les Bourree et Laride de Breton et Le Valse

Stone Monkey en Tours

A number of wise Monkeys - somewhere between 0
and 3

Monkeys performing in France, pretty much the same
as in Britain.
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sur la route among les voitures, les motorbikes, les
pushchairs et les floss du candy.

�  fh A minuit, nous stopperons et wended nos routes a
l’apartement et nous arrete presque un Bar qui a Les
Grands Bier de Belgique.  Les crowds football qui
chantent ‘Le Marseilles’ et buvez plein de vin et vomite
sur le paths de foot were tres happy.

�  Lundi. Les TGV train a porte tous Les Singe de
Pierre a leurs chateau en Angleterre.
Vivre Le Fetes des Musiciens.

Reportage par Phillipe de Heaton, merci.

We know it isn’t really made in the dance but you must admit it does look good
Crook Morris and their magnificent lock within a lock.

On a different Monkey note congratulations to
Simon Butler and son for surving the new
Tommy figure of coming through the set from
the FRONT. Well done

Simon Vaughan from Thrales relaxing with his free
DERT Special on Sunday morning at Leeds.
The DERT Special is free to all subsribers and
guaranteed alcohol free, unlike Thrales, Simon or
indeed Leeds.

Guarantee your copy subscribe now! 



Tumble triple jump challenge

As attempted at Vince Rutland’s birthday bash at
Shepley. In case the speed and agility is confusing this
is a single tumble while the free sword sweeps under
the pillars that are supporting the tumbler.
Only for the young and fearless. Send photos of any
attempts. Any medical bills send to Matt Crum - it was
his idea!

Copy Date for issue 48 October 1st  2014
Send to: Kev Theaker, 6 Craigie Rd, Ayr, KA8

0EZ
email: kevtheaker@googlemail.com
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Rapparound
A miscellany of news gathered from those
with their eye to the wall and their ear to the

plughole!!

THE NUT 2014-15
order your amazing copies online!

£10 for 3 issues incl pp.

paypal: 
http://trinamck1.wix.com/the-
nut
cheque, (payable to K THeaker)
bank transfer:
kevtheaker@googlemail.com

Urgently Wanted
High Spen urgently need dancers to keep the High
Spen Tradition going.
We practice on Tuesday evenings 7.30 - 9.00pm.
If you’d like to keep the tradition alive contact Ricky on
0191 4102157
ricky@highspen.org.uk
www.highspen.org.uk

Dave Mortin demonstrating the new Stone Monkey
bendy cricket bat as used on the last ever Gate to
Southwell. Judging by the inability to incapacitate a
solitary Ryknild best to stay with the dancing.

London Calling?
Black Swan ex pat and ex Sallyport member have both
moved to the Smoke. Look out for a new team - Black
Betty perhaps?
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No copy of the Nut is complete without a photo of Tom
Besford, but here cunningly disguised among a horde of
Jeff Lawsons.


