[ n t h i 5 iS S ue ¢ O DERT g9 report - and DERT in the Dome

® Sword Spectacular 2000

® Rapper tournament - 1922-sytle
® The very first Kingsmen photo!
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FIRST, apologies for the delay in publishing this issue - partly due
to pressure of work but also through a lack of suitable articles to
go init. PLEASE write something about YOUR team or

experiences, or senda photo -that’s what “The NUT" is about.
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WITH the dust now settled on the final DERT of the millennium,
alook back shows plenty to be pleased with.

As one of the organisers, my view may be a little biased - but
here it isanyway. A big plus point was the number of teams
which took part that were new - or new to DERT, at any rate.
Our lastissue said: “..itis more difficult to encourage some of the
newer groups to come and join in. If that’s you, then do come and
give DERT atry.”

Well, you did and, judging by the e-mails I've received, you had a
whale of a time.

For whatever reason, however, some of the “regulars” didn’t
make it. You were certainly missed.

Another interesting development was that only ten teams chose

to compete, although nearly twice that number actually
performed. Why was this? Is the judging too harsh? Are you
just too shy? “The NUT” would be interested to hear why - our
letters page is open to your views, so please let us know.

The very best thing about the weekend was the wonderful,
friendly atmosphere. Isn’t it amazing what can be done when
lots of rapper folk get together?

Hopeifully, ali the first-timers wili return, the reguiars will re .urn
- batteries refreshed - and some fresh faces will also be seen at
DERT 2000 in Greenwich to set the new millennium off toa

rappin’ start.
) Vince Rutland,
Ve

Editor

Rappin ADOUE o sas s s Page 14
World Millennium Sword Spectacular..............ccoocoeeene. Page 16

COVER PICTURE: The assembled company celebrate the
century's final DERT 99 in Newcastle. In the centre is guest of
honour, Mary Askins, and the Cowan Trophy.

10“x8” colour prints of this photograph by Peter Mernagh are
available from the Editor, price £3 plus £1 post & packing.

The NUT is published by Vince Rutland 37, Church View, Brompton Nonhallenon
North Yorkshire DL6 20X, tel:- 01609-780536;  e-mail: Rutland@onyxnet.co.uk

Publication dates depend upon the receipt of sufficient editorial material by the Editor.
Submissions of editorial copy or photographs are invited. The views or comments
published in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the publisher.

Regional contacts are:- South West: Dave Brownbridge, Otterham House, Sham Castle
Lane, Bath BA2 6JL 01225-463594; Midlands: Phil Heaton, 86, Derby Road,
Draycott, Derbys. DET2 3NX 01332-874186; South East: Andrew Kennedy, 41, Bourg-
de- PeageAve East Grinstead, West Sussex RHI93YD 01342-311236.

Clydeside Rapper have unfolded. The Glasgow-

based team has been “on hold” for many months but resumed
practices in February. As one member put it, “We've gone
mixed, otherwise we would have stayed folded!”

Their contact is Ranko Vrcelj, tel:- 0141 632 4904 or on e-mail
at:- cbas|25@-ccsun.strath.ac.uk

Thrale’s Rapper’s annual lunchtime rapper

session takes place from |2 noon at the Goose & Firkin on
Sunday, 14th November. All rapper teams are welcome to
attend for two or three hours of dancing in the original Firkin
house. There is usually plenty of rapper action (and sometimes
a little longsword too). Find it on Southwark Bridge Road,
around ¥ mile south of the river.

ngh Spen’s inspirational Ricky Forster is on the mend
after suffering two minor strokes earlier in the year. He has
since travelled down to Windsor with the team and was
planning to be at Bromyard in September. “The NUT"” sends
Ricky every best wish on behalf of all readers.

Newcastle Kingsmen’s 50th Anniversary bash

takes place on October 22-24, with dozens of former
members expected to attend. Plans include a display of
Kingsmen dances, the unveiling of a commemmorative plaque
and the planting of roses in the University to mark the
occasion. Workshops, lectures and seminars will also take
place and there will also be a formal dinner. For details, “Old
Boys” should call Rufus Clarke on 0191 240 2667.

Sword Dancing in Europe: A history

Steve Corrsin’s 300-page illustrated study, described as
“meticulous” in publicity, surveys the history of the many
European style of link&d sword dancing. It is based on the
evidence of primary sources of information on the dances since
the mid |5th century. Although “The NUT” has not yet seen a
copy, it is likely to be a fascinating and comprehensive insight
into the sort of dances which will be seen at next year’s Sword
Spectacular. Page size | 56mm x 234mm. Order one for your
library (ISBN | 874312 25 7) or, better still, a copy for yourself
- available from The Folklore Society, University Coll. London,
Gower St, London WCIE 6BT, price £25/$40 incl. post &
packing. (Cheques to The Folklore Society).

How THEY see YOU!
(Stone Monkey)

E-mail The NUT now!

You can reach the Editor direct on:-Rutland@onyxnet.co.uk

We look forward to downloading your e-mail, articles,
photographs, etc. And, if you have a Website which we missed off
our listinlssue | I, send us the detailsand we'll tell the rapper
world all aboutit!




DERT in the

AT LAST, the news you've been waiting for - it has
been announced that DERT2000 will be held in
Greenwich, inside the Millennium Dome, on Saturday
4th March 2000. Site of the Prime Meridian and centre
of Britain's 2000 celebrations, where could be a more
obvious place for DERT 2000?

Organisers Thrale's Rapper have been negotiating with
the Dome managers since January 98. They have

3
Dome!

Saturday 4th March

2000

the dancers. Teams may enter more than one dance - but if the
numbers of entries make restrictions necessary, preference will
be given to teams entering at least one “traditional” dance.

Each dance must be no more than eight minutes, from the time
the first dancer walks on to the last step of the dance. Teams
exceeding this will lose ten per cent of the available marks.

Each entry may include seven dancers, including characters
(Tommy and Betty), plus musician(s).

just confirmed that the tournament will take place s \ Absolutely anybody can come, from grizzled old hacks

. " . ' i

in the "Our Town Theatre", a self-contained 500- ¢ \ to teams who ha\I/e not tried DERT before. In

seat gudisrium., I'J i particular, Thrale's want to see some Junior (under-
16) teams.

The event will be organised in a series of rounds.

This is a one-off arrangement for 2000 to meet with :

the other requirements of the Dome programme.
Between each of these will be intervals, allowing
you to see some of the many other attractions in
and around the Dome.

Most important, admission to the Dome will be free .
to DERT 2000 participants.

The weekend:

Indoor camping and breaskfasts will be available ina
community centre, with a variety of large and small
rooms and halls. There will be opportunities for
warm-up dances at some spectacular dance spots
around Greenwich and transport to and from the
Dome.

Evening entertainment will be informal. On
Sunday there will be a morning rapper
workshop and a lunchtime farewell.

The tournament:

Prizes will be awarded for:-
- Best junior (under | 6) team

- Open category, own dance
- Open category, "traditional" dance

- Premier category, own dance
- Premier category, "traditional"dance

- Best rapper musician
- Best character(s) (i.e. Tommy/Betty)

The Steve Marris Memorial Trophy will be awarded to the best
team overall.

There will also be an Exhibition category for teams who wish
to participate in the tournament but not compete.

Dancing will take place on a stage, with the audience in front of

N What about money?

The charge of £15 per team will entitle them to enter
the tournament and admit up to |12 team members to
the Dome for all of Saturday.

For teams registering after the 31*. December, 1999
the charge will be £20. Extra tickets will be available
for teams needing more than 12 and for unattached
spectators. These will provisonally cost £/0 per adult
and £5 per child aged 5-15. Children under 5 are free.

Accommodation and transport will be charged for
separately. You don't have to use DERT transport -
but no cars may be taken to the Dome. Access will
be by bus, boat or tube train.

What now?

Now is the time to register your interest and get
on the DERT 2000 mailing list. Send no money,
% give no commitment - just get in touch if you

1 think you might be interested and they'll keep

: w‘ you informed. Use the form enclosed with this

copy of “The NUT".

Contact DERT at:-

DERT2000, 41, Bourg-de-Péage Avenue, East Grinstead, West
Sussex. RHI19 3YD Tel:- 01342-311236

or e-mail DERT2000@pgsystems.demon.co.uk

For more information, see the DERT 2000
website at:-

Www.pgsystems.demon.co.uk/dert2000

(NB - The website was updated on 29th September; you can also

reach it by going via the Kingsmen's website and trying “links" and
"DERT2000")

@ What do you think of the DERT 2000 logo? See letters, pl5.




Gripping climax to DERT 99

For the second year in succession, DERT visited
Tyneside for 1999. Instead of Gateshead, this time
it took place north of the Tyne, in Newcastle.

Following a very similar format to 1994, the event was organised to
celebrate the 50th and 30th anniversaries respectively of the
Newcastle Kingsmen and Sallyport Swords.

Things kicked off on Friday afternoon with a tour (non-dancing) of
the city’s better pubs, largely for the benefit of Jack the Rapper, who
flew in from Oslo that morning. The evening saw a good social
gathering in the Cumberland Arms - and a reunion for many.

Saturday dawned with all the teams visiting city pubs for a “warm-
up” dance before gathering at the Tyneside Irish Centre for the
tournament. Here, a special guest awaited, Mary Askins. Her
grandfather, William Prudhoe, was in the Winlaton team which won

the 1924 North of England Tournament - predecessor of DERT and
contested by rapper teams in Newcastle until the [950's. Winlaton
won the Cowan Trophy - the original prize - outright after coming
first three years running.

The cup has remained in the family ever since, unseen in public for
75 years until Mary brought it to DERT for all to admire (see cover
pic).

Inall, 14 teams took part this year. Shaun the Sheep Rapper, the
Green Velvet Outlaws of Sherwood, Hexham Rapper, Knit Your
Own and East Saxon took part in the non-competitive Exhibition
category, with Sweetie Rapper from Nottingham the only junior
team.

This left Faithful City Rapper, Jack the Rapper, Thrale’s and Insword
to dance for the Open category, with Thrale’s running out winners.

Scores from the Competition: nteamsentered the

competitive section this year - two less than last year and with several “regulars” missing.
Balancing this was a very healthy showing in the non-competitive “Exhibition” class, which
were not marked for publication. Jack the Rapper, Pengwyn and Kingsmen also performed
exhibition dances in addition to their competitive routines, while a Stone Monkey longsword
set and a Kingsmen'’s veterans team of the 70’s also did their bit to entertain.

Next came the Premier (Own Dance)
class: Hoddesdon, Pengwyn and Stone
Monkey took to the floor, with Pengwyn
deservedly triumphant.

Finally, the Premier (Traditional Dance)
category had the audience on the edge of
their seats. Addison finished third, with
the Kingsmen edging Sallyport for the

Sword | Deport Present-| Charac Total Champions spot by just |.6%.
Te k| Steppil ’ Musi B
Team name “(’;’5')01 z;,;g)ng ha",dsl;ng .";Z')" (l;z)c 3;15‘;" }tfg (gg % Best for amusement were the “aged
Nne Kingsmen” who danced while the judges
J 4 did their sums. Including several faces
Faithful City 875! 4.5 |6.75!5.75| 5 3 |45 875 47 who can't have danced in years, they did
Iasword 7.75 |3.75 | 7.25|575| & | 3.5 |55 | 10 | 51.5 | remarkablywell
With Thrale’s M.). voted a popular best
Jack the Rapper  [10.75/10.25| 11 [7.75]6.75| 4 |5.75] 125 6875 | [\ Thaes Dl oiecs popan e
Thrale’s 12.75110.25(11.25 8.25 | 8.75 4 5.75| 16 80 again winning best characters, the serious
» > : f - bit was over and the company dispersed
for Chinese meals, more beer and extra
Hoddesdon Crowns.(10.4 | 8 | 9.6 | 7 | 6.8 |42 | 5.8 | 9.6 | 614 | beer
Stone Monkey 11.8 |[10.8 | 9.8 | 7 | 6.8 | 3.8 | 4.8 |13.6 || 68.4 | Sunday morning’s workshopincluded a
Pengwyn 12 112.6 | 11.8| 8.2 7 3.6 NA 12.2| 74.89 selection of unusual figures and odd
- timing from Phil Heaton - just enough to
: diditioldi Ud see the participants through to opening
Addison 9 6 74 | 56 | 6.8 ! 32 1 34! 88! 502 time and a final farewell in the
Sallypart | 12 B 1ed J52, 85 & 8 * 44 76 |16.6| 83.6 ill:::::rf::t.her successful event - and
N’castle Kingsmen | 113 13 8/ 13 /86 7 4 9 |16.8| 85.2 | (ertainlyone of the friendliest on record.

Insword’s memorles of DERT 99

Travelling up with a carriageload of guysona
stag weekend; the groom dressed in a boob
tube and tight, white mini-skirt. "Well
developed seat muscles," says Sue. "Cor!!" say
the other three.

The Newcastle Angel: a kind old gentleman at
the Metro station, who showed us how to get
around. The Metro - so clean, so
uncomplicated, so empty!

Some young lads at Byker who led us in the
direction of the pub.

Northern fish and chips - heavenly!

The pub which served only beer and gin. Damn,
forgot the orange.

Seeing old faces and new faces. So many new
faces.

contact sport!

home).

The relief. Wonderful.

Back for tea, chatand sleep!

Practising in a bedroom with a sloping ceiling.
Ouch!

Gossiping.

Arriving at the Metro platform, en route to the
competition and Jen saying "Has anyone
brought the swords?" No, anyone hadn't ...
More practise in the pub with Hoddesdon
Crownsmen. Didn'trealise rapper was sucha

DERT 99. So many people. (Wanting to go

Waiting. Watching. (Wanting to go home again).
Dancing the dance. Brilliant.

The first drink of the day. Heavenly.
Measuring the height of our socks.

The judging. (Wanting to go home).
Competition over - we did it!

The Chinese meal - noisy and scrummy.

At the pub. Drinking, talking, talking, drinking,

Who's who. What's what.

Onto a crowded Metro.

Wearing fleeces but kids are in short sleeves.
Must breed 'em tough up here.

Chatted up by alocal, remarks translated by his
mate. Their faces upon seeing Jethro with seven
women.

Back for more talk and tea and sleep.

Directing a taxi driver to Byker and watching his
reaction. Paying the fare - same priceas a
newspaper!

Workshop with experienced dancers - how
little we know still.

Final practice at the pub and six weeks before
our next.

Final drinks and goodbyes at the pub.

The locals look settled in for the night!
Newcastle - what a place!
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