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In this issue:-

® DERT 9o details

® Sword Spectacular - a look back
® Lost rapper teams - 5 Quarter
® Scarch for the Cowan Trophy
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Sword dancing events seem to go from strength to
strength. The year began with another DERT and the
second Sword Spectacular in Whitby carried on where
the first had left off two years earlier in Scarborough. In
this edition of “The NUT", we carry details of DERT ‘99
and there are also exciting prospects for the millennium,
with a DERT in Greenwich and, almost certainly, another
Spectacular in North Yorkshire (see right).

These events are there for all to participate in and enjoy -
not just the so-called “experts”. We see many of the
same teams at each - and this meeting of friends is partly
what's so pleasant about them.

But it is more difficult to encourage some of the newer
groups to come and join in. If that’s you, then do come
and give DERT a try. The competitions are only a means
to an end - a way to make teams think about their
performances and raise standards. You don’t even have
to compete - there’s a non-competitive category where
you can just come along and do your bit to entertain
everyone - or why not just come along for the craic?

DERT is for all - we look forward to new entries from
new teams.
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It is with great sadness that this issue also carries an
obituary - let’s hope that these do not become too
regular a feature. Stone Monkey's Steve Maidens had
made many friends in the short time that he had enjoyed
sword dancing and our deepest sympathies go out to his
family and all who knew him.
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A Spectacular for the
Millennium

You asked for it - and it look like you'll be getting it - another
Sword Spectacular, that is!

The "one-off" Festival in 1996 became a "two-off" this May.
Now it seems that organisers have been persuaded to give it
another shot - thanks to the considerable number of messages
of support and thanks that they received.

The organising committee has already met to consider the
possible format of the event, in 2000, and a bid for major
Lottery funding has been submitted.

Chairman Keith Thompson, of Goathland Plough Stots, said:-

"If our lottery bid is successful, it will involve a programme of
teaching to children in rural areas, culminating in a week-long
international event. We'll have to wait and see what the
outcome is - but there will be an event, even if we don't get
the Lottery cash.”

The Committee has already decided that:-

(L] the event will take place over the Spring Bank holiday
weekend (xx-xxth May 2000) and extended if the lottery bid
succeeds.

(] it will take place at Whitby, following a similar format to the
1998 Spectacular

[LJ Renate van Craenenberg, of Flemish team Lange Wapper,
has agreed to be overseas team co-ordinator.

[ preliminary details of the event will be mailed to UK teams
in the spring of 1999

(L] If your team would like to be on the mailing list for the
World Millennium Sword Spectacular, contact the Festival
Secretary, Vince Rutland (address on left, as for "The NUT").

Volunteers are wanted to join the small team which will
organise the event. If you can halp, vince would be delighted
to hear from you.

Wanted - Old Kingsmen, any condition

considered: With their 50" anniversary year about to
begin, the Newcastle-based team are on the lookout for ex-
Kingsmen to join in the celebrations and particularly to help
with the preparation of a book on the team. A 50th
Anniversary event is planned for October 1999. Contact Chris
Cartridge (01207 561462) or Rufus (0191 240 2667).

For those into Longswords: DID you know that
there's a magazine aimed at Longsword dancers? "Rattle Up My
Boys" is published several times a year by Trevor Stone. Covering
sword dances from other countries as well as Longsword, it has
even been known to carry the odd rapper item. It is available on
subscription from him at RUMB, The Old Vicarage, Downe Street,
Driffield, East Yorkshire YO25 6DX. Can't remember what the
subs are - something similar to "The NUT" | think - Trevor will be
delighted to send you details.

E-mail The NUT now!

Cyberspace strikes again! You can now reach the Editor direct on:-
Rutland@onyxnet.co.uk
We look forward to downloading your e-mail, articles,

photographs, etc. And, if you have a Website which we missed
off our list in Issue |1, send us the details and we’'ll tell the

rapper world all about it!
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Phil Heaton takes a look at the history of the tournament

Westerhope wins

Better than Importations from Spain and USA

Mr. W. Deans Forster, the hon. general secretary (of the North of England Musical Tournament) said, "That but for it the old
Northumbrian traditional sword dance would have died out. It was too good to lose, and he was glad it had been revived.
Lately they had been entertained with that miserable importation they called "Jazz" but there was nothing like the
Northumbrian sword dance in the United States. Mr J. B. Clark, the president, remarked that he saw a troupe of Spanish
dancers in London recently, but he had no hesitation in saying that the performance that night was infinitely superior."

Newcastle Daily Journal, May 1921

Infinitely superior... great phrase. Give me some of that and show me
more.

Dancing England, held every January in the Derby Assembly Rooms,
was an idea aimed to show our real traditions, often sneered at or
media scoffed. Fortunately, after the first one in 1979, most of the
2000 punters felt that they had witnessed a spectacle infinitely
superior.

Five years on it seemed that such a captive, loyal and
mostly interested audience deserved to see a real
living tradition and not just one preserved and served
up in warm comfy surroundings. Unfortunately, cut
throat rapper competitions had fizzled and almost
disappeared but the hardware, the crack (who stole
the bulldog) and the trophies beckoned. Not easy to
ignore.

So.... afew invites to some interested Rapperists
and Tom's yer uncle, Betty's yer aunt and DERT
began.

Rules and competition know-how were a problem but several visits
to the North East, and a measure or two of dark rum, led to a fine
amalgam based on the ideas of Nibs Pearson at Royal Earsdon and
the talkdaddy of them all, High Spen's Freddy Forster.

In 1984 the Tournament began as part of the Dancing England event
- Stephen Marris of Specialised Products produced some terrific
trophies made of locks formed with superb 10cm swords. Coates
Gaymers Cider provided 'samples' and a wadge of cash for prizes.
The money was very welcome and the cider samples proved even
more popular, so much so that their unfortunate disappearance has
never been explained, but Rapper dancers were suspected.

The event, funded by Dancing England (the cider makers never came
back, wonder why?), began to take on a life of its own. There are
wondrous tales of judge bribery, general cheating and figure stealing
not to mention 'friendly’ rivalry. The annual North Eastern
competitions were ever thus. In fact the competition tales of the
North East sword dancing dynasties will make a good story, soon.

DERT itself has been elevated to the status of fantasy folklore, so

DERBY WINNERS

Three classes featured:

~ North East Rest of the world Traditional
1984 Kingsmen; Hoddesden Crownsmen; Old Moat
1885 High Spen, Hoddesdon Crownsmen; Old Moat
1986 High Spen; Hoddesdon Crownsmen; Old Moat
1987 High Spen; Hoddesdon Crownsmen; East Saxon
1988 High Spen;  Grand Union e

why spoil a good story with the facts...

The Derby competition ran from 1984 to 88 when it paused. The
tradition developed another hiccup, but returned to Derby in 1993.

Meanwhile, the highly organised and successful Hoddesdon

Crownsmen ran the Mac Jones Memorial Tournamentin 1991 at

Ware, Hertfordshire, along similar lines to DERT. Winners were
High Spen and Stone Monkey. The traditional class
attracted no competition.

After the 1993 DERT in Derby (High Spen and East
Saxon won), the traditional class again failed. Some
began to question the judging system, which relied on
known names, old faces and even an ex dancer or
two.

DERT's first "away" fixture was in rapper's Sodom,
Newcastle. At the time it seemed that Sallyport had
broken the mould. New rules, all-in weekend
entertainment and a base to get jolly convivial in.

The winners? Stone Monkey, Short Circuit and the
Kingsmen. Deep south in Leytonstone was East Saxon's venue in
1995 and a return to named judges. The anonymous pubs and
streets of London made for a different atmosphere again. The
winners were Hoddesdon, Pengwyn and Sallyport. Quite a few
observers noted that Stevenage, entering DERT for the first time,
could have wiped the board.

Organising a piss up in a brewery is no mean feet (sic). In October
96 Ryknild Rabble succeeded with honour. The competition gained
biggish publicity, mayoral approval and TV cameras. Stone Monkey,
Northgate, Short Circuit and Kingsmen won - but Norwegians Jack
the Rapper were the real winners of course, if only to show different
thinking in their approach to our tradition. Ryton, Tyne & Wear, was
back to rapper's roots in 98; High Spen and Short Circuit organised
neatly. With the Traditional class deleted, Stone Monkey and
Pengwyn won. Where next? Plans are for Greenwich in March 2000,
courtesy of Thrale's.

Some of the criticisms levelled at the original competitions are
currently flitting around, such as - increasing standardisation, lack of
spontaneity, drilling for the competition and an obvious shortage of
enjoyment. Not all that healthy.

The competition was aimed to reflect the diverse elements of the
Tradition, such as stepping in 9/8 time and 'sparking' swords, which
have mostly disappeared. At the same time, new ideas and
innovation are a must.

The ethos behind the original DERT was all about gathering together
having a time and stealing or borrowing ideas so that teams can go
away and show the world that Rapper really is ....
SUPERIOR.

INFINITELY
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Watch out for the
Millennium DERT

DERT 2000 will definitely be held in
Greenwich, home of the meridian
and many other things besides.

Work has begun, good progress has
been made, and details of locations,
costs, and a website will be
announced at the 1999 Newcastle
DERT. -

Competition just a
means to an end

While DERT centres around an
afternoon of competitions, they are
really a means to an end. What the
event is really about is getting over a
hundred rapper afficionados in one
place for a get-together where they
can share their experiences and
friendship.

The event is just as much about giving
teams of all standards the opportunity
to dance in front of each other. That
in itself is enough to encourage most
to look closely at the finer points of
their performance - whether they are
competing or not.

The exhibition category was
introduced to encourage more teams
to take part even those who definitely
did not want to take partina
competitive event.

1999 will be no exception - all teams
will be very welcome, whatever their
standard. Everyone will have the
opportunity to be marked if they wish,
even if they're not competing. And
there will be plenty for everyone, with
workshops, dance-outs and social
sessions all on the calendar.

So, whoever you are, come along and
take part in the biggest celebration of
rapper dancing anywhere in the
world.

DERT Selection: A small
committee has been formed to
coordinate the organisation of future
DERT events. The committee -
DERT founder Phil Heaton, "NUT"
Editor Vince Rutland and DERT 99
Secretary Chris Cartridge - have
drawn up guidelines to help prospec-
tive organisers. These include
provision of accomodation, catering
facilities, beer, judging criteria and all
sorts of other essential points. The
committee will also consider bids
ffrom teams and individuals wishing to
host future DERT events.

Details of the 1999 Dancing England Rapper Tournament have been announced by the
organisers, as the event returns once again to the North-East home of rapper.

DERT 99 is being organised jointly by the Newcastle Kingsmen and Sallyport Sword
Dancers to celebrate a grand total of 80 years in the rapper business - 50 by the
Kingsmen and 30 by Sallyport. The two teams are returning to the formula which
Sallyport used for the 1994 DERT, with a few minor changes to bring the event up to
date.

An entry form is enclosed with this mailing of "The NUT" and DERT 99 secretary Chris
Cartridge has appealed for all teams who are planning to come to register as soon as
possible. He said:-

"It really will help us gauge our organisation to the numbers we have to deal with if we
have a rough idea of who's coming. The 1994 event was a huge success and we want
to make sure that people can enjoy the next DERT every bit as much.

"l hope teams will take advantage of the system which lets them get their entry in early
and follow up later on with exact numbers of who's coming and precisely what they
require."

One change from 1994 is that the tour of original rapper villages will not be repeated.
Chris said;- "We feel that it's probably been taken as far as it can for the time being,
after our tour in '94 and a similar trip by High Spen/Short Circuit when DERT came to
Gateshead last year. If there are enough of you out there who really do want a repeat,
then we'll certainly consider it. We thought instead that a tour of some of Tyneside's
best rapper pubs might go down better."

Trophies will again be made by Geoff Kirk, who created the superb replica swords
competed for in 1994.

Where is DERT 991 It'sall based in Newcastle upon Tyne. The tournament
itself will be at the Newcastle Irish Centre, just off Gallowgate in the city centre, in the
shadow of St James's Park football ground and a stone's throw from the Metro system.
It starts at 12.30pm.

Accommodation Indoor camping will be available at the Ouseburn
Community Centre, Byker, about one mile to the east of the city centre. Breakfasts will
be available on Saturday and Sunday mornings. Alternatively, around |5 minutes' walk
away (or a short cab ride) is Newcastle's "B&B zone" around Osborne Road in Jesmond.

Socialising The famous Cumberland Arms, Byker (home to three rapper teams)
will be the social base for the weekend, just a couple of hundred yards from the indoor
camping accommodation. With three separate rooms - all with hard floors - it's ideal
for rapper fans and the upstairs room is booked for do-it-yourself music, dancing and
anything else that takes your fancy. And there will be drinking, of course.

The Cumberland will be the base for Friday and Saturday nights and for a goodbye
drink on Sunday lunchtime.

Rules & Judging The 1994/96 rules, scoring systems and entry categories will
be followed. These were considered to be the most appropriate, fair and widely
accepted at the time - copies will be forwarded to each entering team before the event.
Basically, teams can only enter one team in a competitive class - i.e. the Premier and
Open Classes - although they can enter one of these and the Exhibition. Characters are
optional and marks will be factored so that teams will not be marked down for not
having them. There will be a time limit of 8 minutes.

There will be seven judges, mostly nominated by "premier" teams; the highest and
lowest scores for each performance will be discounted. Awards will be made for best
characters and best musician.

Trophies Geoff Kirk, who made the excellent reproduction sword trophies in
1994 is again making the prizes, which will be awarded permanently. The Steve Marris
Memorial Trophy will be awarded to the overall champions until the next DERT. And,
of course, there will be the usual rosettes for everyone.

Youth tournament - volunteers wanted It is hoped to repeat the
successful DERTY event from 1997 on the Saturday morning - but 3 or 4 helpers are
urgently wanted as stewards and to run a tuck shop. It is an exhibition only - no winner
and no prizes - just lots of fun and enthusiasm from the kids. The event will be over
before the main tournament starts. Please contact the Editor if you can help.







































