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I have a major complaint to make about DERT '96.
No, it's not to do with the judging. Or the organisation.
Or even the weather.

It is this - as Editor, it's my job to make sure that there's
enough news, views and controversy to fill the pages of
"The NUT". So where was the controversy at Burton?
What exactly is going to fill these pages if there's no
endless trickle of letters moaning about this, that or the
other?

So, from that point of view, DERT '96 was a disaster - it
all went so smoothly. Ryknild really do deserve a huge
vote of thanks for their efforts - and they can take great
credit for organising the first international rapper
tournament!

Jack the Rapper's entry was their second trip to the
U.K. this year - they were last-minute additions to the
Scarborough line-up. During these visits, they have
made many friends and impressed a lot of people with
their style of dancing. Hopefully, we'll see a lot more
of them.

With a kit of luck, the next DERT will see some ¢f our

North American friends make the trip across the Big
Pond. They have 18 months to plan for it!

NUT under threat

The original deadline came and went...and nothing
happened. Frantic phone calls...and still not a lot. If
all the contributions I was told were "in the post" ever
arrived, there would have been enough to fill half a
dozen "NUTs".

Sadly, most of them haven't materialised. The
disappointing thing is that, it seems, the vast majority
of subscribers are happy to read about what others are
doing or have done, without putting pen to paper
themselves.

Remember, this is YOUR magazine. Without YOUR
editorial contributions, there is no NUT. This is not the
first appeal for material. Will it be the last?

Look at it this way. Is your team mentioned at least
once in this edition? If not, ask yourself why. The
answer is probably that none of your members has
bothered to write something.  Perhaps you're
shrinking violets. Perhaps you think that nobody is
interested. Whatever your reason, you're wrong.

People might be surprised by the number of calls I take
Jrom people asking where their nearest team is, either
to join up or to book them. If it appears that nothing's
doing in your area, what do I tell ‘em?

And now the good news

1996 will go down in history as the year the world's
biggest sword dance festival took place. The good
news is that it looks set to happen again. You surely
can't have missed Scarborough '96? Well, if you did,
you have another chance!

B i

£27,633 Lottery win for Spen

High Spen Blue Diamonds have scooped a giant prize in
the shape of a £27.633 award from the Arts Lottery
Fund.

The award, announced on October 4th, will buy the Blue
Diamonds a brand new minibus for their travels around
the country and overseas. The bus will also be used for
their travels around local schools in the Gateshead area,
where Ricky Forster and his lads have been very active
over the past few years in teaching the rapper to children.

Spen have spent a considerable amount of time and
effort in preparing their submission prior to its ultimate
success. It is without doubt the largest grant ever
awarded to a rapper team and only goes to show what
you can achieve if you try!

Our heartfelt congratulations to the team.

A4E - New Arts Lottery Grants
scheme launched

The Arts Council has announced a new form of grant for
"arts projects" which could be worth up to £500,000.
Titled "Arts for Everyone', the grants were launched in
November and could well benefit imaginative dance
events.

Available to both professional and amateur groups, the
A4E and A4E EXPRESS grants are designed to develop
new audiences, participation in the arts, new work,
young people's talent and training or professional
development.

According to an Arts council press release, finance will
be particularly directed towards commissioning new
work, projects by community groups, for outreach work,
for audiences and participants and ''getting the money
into the grass roots of arts activity in this country."

Applications will be assessed against five criteria:

A4EXPRESS applicants will only need to meet one of

these, while the larger A4E grants must meet between

three and five. These are:

® Encouraging and developing participation in art
activity

® Getting more young people actively involved in arts
and cultural activities

® Supporting new work and helping it develop its
audience

® Building people's creative potential through training
or professional development

® Encouraging new audiences to experience high
quality arts activity.

For full details and an application pack, telephone 0990-
100344,

Cover Picture: "Wot's all this then?" Jeff Kirk caught in the
act on the Arena stage at Sidmouth. See our special feature on
rapper goings-on at the U.K.'s biggest festival on pages......
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