40-plus teams register for international festival

All set for

Scarborough
Spectacular!

The World's biggest gathering of sword dancers is all set to take place
on the North Yorkshire coast later this month. Forty-three teams from
10 countries representing an amazing variety of sword dancing styles
will converge on the resort of Scarborough for a massive celebration of
dancing during the Spring Bank Holiday (May 24-27th).

The one-off Sword Spectacular Festival
is taking place after a massive amount
of behind-the-scenes planning rescued
the idea when original plaas to hold it
in Carlisle collapsed. @‘; 7 ;’f“ 227
activity by a.

Teams will spend the Saturday touring
the area, followed by a major ceilidh in
the seafront Spa complex.
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A - a judge's
thoughts

By Solly Wearing
Competitions seem fo bring out the best and worst in people. But
whatever you think of them (and I'm a fan), they look like they're
hete o stay. | jumped at the chance of judging of Rapper '95 -
and, after enjoying the competifion, was left with a few thoughts
about how it had gone.

First the positive: after the competition, we quickly went through
the dlasses and decided the winning positions. The discussion at
this stage was focused, condise and didn't keep the oudience
waiting too long for the results. In other compefifians, we've also
agreed o few comments to be given with the adjudication but this
can take foo long and only provides o severely edifed view of
enfrants.

Once the winners were announced, we completed o comments
sheet for the judges’ opinions on each feam, mentioning good
points and giving construdtive witidsm. From o judge's point of
view | found this worked well but | don't know what the teams
thought - were they of help?

Id have preferred o simple numerical marking scheme.  Past
scoring systems included the rather sophisticated one described in
“NUT" no. 4. | have used less comlex systems, induding thot at the
Sidmouth monis competifion (s a festival Morris Advisor and
judge), which could be adapted for rapper.

This is based on four equally weighted ciiterio: dance technigue
{team co-ordination, stepping, technical difficulty, posture, efc);
arfistic appreciation or "buzz" {dance style, flow of movement, how
well the swords dance, individual dancing within the team); music
{competencs, suitability, symnathy end compatibility with the
doncers); and presenfation (entance/exit, kit, choracters,
entertainment).

Four judges each concentrate on one category, marking out of 10;
they mark out of 5 for the others, @ total of 25 marks per judge or
100 for all four. Other schemes would work - | know Phil Heaton
and Ricky Forster used marks to help them et Rapper 95. | believe
that future competitions need a numerical scheme with criteria
made known in advance.

Whatever the marking scheme, we decided on the winning
positions painlessly, with only one I'd personally have changed -
putting Dorset Buttons first. Moybe that reflects my fairly recent
involvement in the rapper scene, making me more receptive to
unconventional styles, but that's speculation. Whet it does
demonstrate is just why there were four judges with a range of
experiencesand backgrounds.

When it came fo the comments, we agreed on the majority of them,
which | see as o positive indication of good judging.

East Saxon's infention wos to get a good cross-section of views
among the judges. | think they achieved this. No matter how fair
and unpredjudiced you try to be when judging, it's very difficult for
anyone to totally forget their opinions and preferences. Once, when
judging the solo jig compefition at Sidmouth, | realised that | was
marking a friend of mine too harshly becouse | might be accused of
favouritism.

Which brings me to one matter which | found most disappointing.
Why did no-one try to bribe me? There's at feast a coupleof bribes
which | would have welcomed (jn case I'm asked to judge again,
these ore either cider or g toyboy - not necessarily in that order).
I'm not suggesting a bribe would be successful but that shouldn't
stop people trying!

So, what you need for a successful rapper compefition, in addition
toall the mundane stuff such as venue, good entrants, etc., is four
sane, open-minded, virtous and convivial judges with a foolproof
marking scheme and fair criteria {plus liquid refreshments, of
course). Even if that were possible, someone will disagree with the
results. But that is inevitable and it's why the judges' decision
always has to be final.

THE SWORD
SPECTACULAR
PROGRAMME:

(Details below are provisional only and, although
correct ot time of going to press, are subject to
alteration.)

FRIDAY:

Camp Site: Scarborough College
grounds, open from 4.30pm.
Evening Get-together: 7pm
onwards, University College Bar.

SATURDAY:

Beginners' workshops: 10.30-2pm,
selected teams, Scarborough College.
Dance Tours: 9 tours in Scarborough &
surrounding area, 9am-4pm.

Afternoon Dance Show: 2.30-4pm,
selected teams, Scarborough College.
Ceilidh: Spa Complex, 8.30-Midnight,
Pete Coe's Scratch Band.

Evening Dance Show: 8.30-

[ 1.30pm, selected teams, Scarborough
College.

Late Night Extra: |1.30pm onwards
(provisional), venue t.b.a.

Also: pub tours, beer drinking contest,
Snark quiz (various venues).

SUNDAY:

Conference: University College Lecture
Hall 9.30-12noon.

Church Service: St Martin's on the Hill,
10.30-11.30am, followed by Photocall
for all teams then Procession to displays.
Dance Displays by all teams:in
Scarborough, 12.30-2.30pm.

Visitors' Showcase: Scarborough
College, 2.30-4pm.

UK Showcase: Scarborough College,
4-5.30pm.

Teams' Get-together: Informal
presentation, no dancing - University
College Bar, 7-8pm.

World of Sword Dancing: Slides,
videos, presentation, University College,
8.30pm.

Evening Dance Show: Scarborough
College, 8.30-11.30pm.

MONDAY:

Workshops: Scarborough College, 9-
Ilam.

Informal Tours & Sightseeing:
11.30am onwards, in and around
Scarborough area.

Campsite: Must be cleared by 12 noon
on Monday.

Above: Souvenir t-shirts will not only
feature the Festival logo - but also list
every participating team on the back!
Embroidered sweatshirts and souvenir
programmes are also on order.

Who's coming...

OVERSEAS TEAMS:

Belgium:
Lange Wapper Dansgroep
Quevecamps Sword Dancers
Canada:
Toronto Women's Sword
Czech Republic:
Bobkovnici
Komna
France:
In de Kring
Germany:
Baden-Wurttemberg
Yberlingen Sword Dance Company
Italy:
Bagnasco Bal de Sabre
Fenestrelle Bal de Sabre
Spain:
Markina
USA:
Half Moon Sword
Longwood Rapper
Orion Sword

UK TEAMS:

Addison

Bishop Gundulf's
Carlisle

Claro

Clydeside (Scotland)
Coventry Mummers
Dorset Buttons

East Saxon
Flamborough

Gift Rapper
Goathland Plough Stots (2 teams)
Grenoside
Handsworth

High Spen Blue Diamonds
Newcastle Kingsmen
Redcar

Rybum (2 teams)
Ryknild Rabble
Sallyport

Snark

Southport

Stone Monkey
Stevenage

Sullivan's

Thrale's

White Star

Wype Doles

ALSO:

The Rumworth Morris
Yorkshire Coast Morris
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Some thoughts on %ﬁ“

By Phil Heaton

Premise - Unifying kit improves performance:
@ Associated with prestige (Spen are proud to be seen in their kit, alone and together; it acts as a badge of excellence.)
@ Bonding. Team recognised as a whole. Individuals become part of the common good. (Or mediocre.)

@ Raises profile and therefore awareness and passion about public performance - bad dancers are as easily recognisable
as good ones.

@ An outstanding/eyecatching element (eg. stripey socks) gives a team a corporate identity.
@ Affiliation with the roots of the dance.

Problems: @ Dancers feel 'silly'.
@ Kit not always appropriate.

@ History of kit not always fully understood by teams,
therefore improvised kit can look odd.

@ Rough areas of town can pose a threat to the health of
dancers dressed like poofs.

@ Hiding in the crowd in inocuous kit can affect the self
confidence of dancers who may just have completed a
brilliant performance.

"If you're on your own, you look completely ridiculous!...It's a natural human
instinct to be as a group. When you're all in kit you all feel part of one thing,
which gives you that confidence. You all look like a bunch of prats, but at least
you all look like a bunch of prats together.(Nick Quigley)

During interviews for the 'Art of Rappering', fourteen people said that it was
possible to 'get away with more' in kit, but this seems possible only with the rest
of the team.... The mask of the kit enables the majority of people to become more
outrageous and flirtatious if they want to be, but only really in the company of
other people wearing the same disguise for the same purpose.

Not only does the kit, colours and pride promise a unique performance - this is its
Above: High Spen - proud to be seen essential gelling nature within Rapper, and the fundamental close-knit clan-ness
in thigir kit. of the pit villages continued. Successful armies have never marched in civvies!

Team Name Shirts Rosettes Sash 1029’ Socks Tommy Betty Music
breeches
Amble - - - - - - - -
Beadnell blue sweaters | on sash |pink/shid| navy tr. - L - melodeon
Bedlington - - - - - - - -
Blaydon white red - h., black |white/cable yes - melodeon
Callerton checked yes - - - - - -
Royal Earsdon santepitho | ves | biue | Eimsonor swipe/cably |,cgkedidt yes fiddle
Haswell red jackets yes blue yellow - - - -
High Spen white sh.+tie - biue blue velvet | dark blue| top hat+coat bonnet -
Murton white frily | 7203} |navy velvet] dark blue - paover sull+ | flowery dress fidde, melodeon,
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea| white cambric - gold | brown velvet | wh.cable - - fiddle
North Walbottle white cambric - |yellowsilk| violet cream | fophatHal 1 dress+cape | concertina
South Shields gaudy bright colours - - _ -
Swalwell white+redtie | yes | redbet |, 8K O | - | loose brightsuit yes fiddle
Washington white+red tie - blue - - - - -
Westerhope white - blue violet br Cable - e concertina
Winlaton white/light blue |ribbons/tie| red belt |blue tr+stripe| - : foxhat & 1 whistle
Wylam - D - - - policeman . .

NB: Swalwell wore shoes, Murton shoesiclogs. Additional information or corrections will be welcomed






























