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Shock news hits international festival:

For Carlisle, read
Scarborough!

NEW organisers have stepped in with an 11th-hour package to rescue the
International Sword Dance Festival planned for Carlisle next May.

The event - the biggest sword dance gathering ever with ten overseas teams
expected - was set for the Bank Holiday weekend of 24-27th May - was to
have been organised on the ground by the local Carlisle team in conjunction
with Trevor Stone. Now it is set to transfer lock, stock and barrel to the
North Yorkshire coast after a new organising body was put together.

But, say the new organisers, the success of
the festival now hinges on sufficient
finance being available by the end of
January. British teams who have already
booked for the event - there are over 30 so
far - are to be asked for their fees by the
end of January. If sufficient respond, the
event will go ahead; if not, the plug will be
pulled and all moreys returned.

A vast amount of progress has aiready
been made, with substantial sponsorship
from Scarborough Borough Council,
accommodation and camping arrangements
in place and many other details agreed in
principle. Participants would simply find a
switch in venue, although the finances are
under review with the planned feast an
expected casualty.

The organising team is highly experienced
with numerous large dance events to its
credit. Individual members of Goathland
Ploughstots, Sallyport and Yorkshire Coast
Morris are involved, along with Trevor
Stone, and others are likely to be co-opted.

Dancers will find that half their £20 ticket
cost will go on bringing the overseas teams
but the organisers believe it to be a
worthwhile investment for a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.

Based in Scarborough, the event would be
in traditional longsword country with large
audiences almost guaranteed on the Bank
holiday weekend.

Carlisle’s decision came at their AGM on
October 8th, when it became clear that they
would not be able to complete
arrangements for the event. But dramatic
developments revealed two other potential
locations for the event, with Scarborough
the most practicable.

Carlisle blame their decision on the failure
of arts, local authority and private sponsors
to stump up the funds for the event. Other
than one uncertain and heavily conditional
offer. the only cash had come from Trevor

Stone and the Carlisle team itself and
much of that had gone on setting-up
COsts.

A team statement said: '"We found
ourselves in the position of both
organising and paying for the event.
Each individual member of the Carlisle
team was facing a personal liability of
several hundreds of pounds. We could
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not accept this leve! of risk.

"Everyone in the Carlisle team wanted
the event to go ahead and recognised the
excitement that it aroused in many
people.

Continued on page 2.

IFIT'S FEBRUARY

Rapper WorkSweatShop Series
The Stone Monkey presents
A weekend of blood, sweat and neckaoil.

yer?

@ To dance Rapper

@ To invent New Figures

® How to step

@ To become a Better Person

@ The ZEN of team building

® How to win at CRUFTS or

DERT

@ Where to buy Cheap Beer
2nd w/end in February,
Long Eaton, Derbys...

01332-874186

IT MUST BE

LONG EATON!
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Workshop
in Herts

Missing DERT’s usual early-year
gathering? Then head for Hertfordshire
for a day learning two traditional
dances.

Hoddesdon Crownsmen are organising
workshops in the Winlaton and Beadnell
traditions at St Margarets, Hoddesdon
on February 24th. The day, which runs
from 10 am until 5.30 pm, has been
arranged in response to a survey on
instructionals by the Morris Ring.

The Crownsmen, who are one of the few
teams to perform Beadnell, will teach
that tradition themselves, while Ron
Strone (sic) of the elusive Durham Rams
will tackle Winlaton. A session will
also be included on with Tommy and
Betty tuition.

To follow the day’s ardors, an "eat, drink
and be merry" session is planned at a
nearby hostelry.

Cost of ihe workshop it £12 per head,
including lunch, but space is limited and
priority will be given to groups of 5 or
more enrolling as a side; these groups
will be entitled to a discount rate of £10
per head (cheques payable to
Hoddesdon Crownsmen). For details,
contact Alan Collins at Tether Cottage,
68 Station Road, Steeple Morden,
Royston, Herts SG8 ONS, tel
01763-852466.

@ We only found out about this event by
accident - come on, readers, PLEASE
keep "The NUT" informed about what
you're doing!

L

ISR

Festival moves to

Yorkshire (cont. from p.I)

"Those people will understand that
we did not make this decision
without hours of agonised
discussion. The failure of our
effort has cost the team dearly in
terms of money, morale and, no
doubt, reputation."

Carlisle have pledged a major
financial contribution to the
Scarborough event, which had
attracted 44 teams at the last count.

® For details, call Trevor Stone
on 0161-962-7174 - daylweekend
tickets are available for teams or
individuals
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Not one, but two! This month, a

7 ’ Dorset Buttons

"I've been Rapping down in Sidmouth," said one of our band upon his return. That laid
him open for a whole stream of obvious jokes.

*Would you like a go, I've made some swords," he continued. "Looks like a piece of white
plastic with a bit of wood at both ends," | said. He ignored me. "I'll give you all a number.
Try and remember it next week," he said. "Well that's easy enough, nothing to it," said
another. "What's all the fuss about.”

l
*How does the step go?" Pregnant pause. "Just shuffle for now, said our expert. So,
shuffle we did for the next couple of months ..... but we all shuffled together. One day
somebody turned up for practice and said "l've got the step"' (Try a doctor! Ed.)

it tuned out hed
invented a unique style
that's now our hallmark.
Thus the Dorset Buttons
Rapper were born and,
on September 8th
1991, seven gathered
for our first meeting.
We're still here despite
countless attempts by
our captain to give us
early retirement and
weve gone from
strength to strength,
recruiting three more
dancers and two
talented musicians.

We decided a: our first meeting to "research, learn, practice and periorm rapper dances of
Northumberland and Durham as an entertainment’ - the emphasis being on the word
entertainment. But paragraph 3, sub-section f, clause 3 states that "although the dance is a
very serious affair, the overriding factor is the emphasis on fun."

As we were first and foremost a North West Morris Band, another major decision was
whether we should wear clogs or shoes. Clogs won the day - does George Wallace not
give a very brief mention of clogs in Fit to Jump Ower the Moon?

Being based in Wareham in deepest Dorset, we did not know of any other rapper sides
within a reasonable distance which we could contact in order to seek help with some of our
moves. The simple answer was to get a copy of Cecil Sharpe's notation of the dance. It
was more difficult than we anticipated. We tied knots that even a boy scout would have
been proud of. A direct result of the lack of outside heip has been to make us different, to
say the least; you might term it “Time Capsule Rapper*.

"Proper Rapper Dancers"

Then came our big break - Long Eaton, 1993. Together with two barrels of Ringwood Ale,
we travelled north, where we were introduced to "proper rapper dancers". We quickly
realised that our interpretation of the dance was somewhat different from theirs. Not to be
deterred, we showed Our Dance. We felt that, with both the clogs and our unique step, we
had made our mark and left Long Eaton feeling rather proud of ourselves.

“Why don't you enter DERT?", we were asked. “it's being held in Newcastle, you know,
where the Broon comes from." Stunned silence. "Didn't they used to have a football team?
Do we need a passport? Will they accept English money? s there daylight at this time of
the year?" were of the questions posed. But, wrapped in bodywarmers and snow boots
and, with the mandatory two barrels of Ringwood Ale, we set off north. We had a
wonderful weekend and left once again feeling that we had danced well and again made
our mark.

In addition to dancing with our "mother side", the Dorset Buttons, at many folk festivals
throughout England, we have taken our dance to France and Jersey. In August this year, we
undertook a 10-day tour of Central Germany; watch this space! To this day, we remain the
funloving,  crowdentertaining, globetrotting, eversmiling,  CecilSharpemisreading,

Above: No Buts, it's got to be Buttons.

clogwearing ...... Button Rapper!

@ If you're in the area, the Buttons practise in the upstairs room at The Antelope, West
Street, Wareham, on Sunday evenings from 8-10 pm. You'll be made welcome if you buy
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