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DERT ’96 venue announced:
Ryknild organise it
in a brewery!

DERT is set for a new venue in the heart of England for 1996 after
organisers Ryknild Rabble pulled off a major coup. For the Lichfield-based
Rabble have decided to show that they can organise a dance-up in a
brewery; the biggest gathering of rapper dancers next year will be staged in
what is likely to be the most popular of venues to date - the Bass Brewery

Museum at Burton-upon-Trent.

Ryknild’s Nigel Moss met with the
Museum’s management during June to
discuss the proposal and received a
favourable response.

The Museum offers a wonderful
opportunity - it is a high profile venue
and guaranteed to generate substantial
publicity for rapper dancing.

The chosen date - October 25-27th - will
allow plenty of iime for o ganisation of a
potentially excellent event.

The Rabble had
originally intended to
base the event in their
home town of
Lichfield but
difficulties in finding
suitable indoor
camping accomm-
odation - large enough
to take up to 150
people - within easy
reach led them to look
further afield.

The Museum will
provide somewhere to
sleep, eat and
socialise in a splendid
setting in the centre of
Britain’s most famous
brewery town. The
competition will take
place in the nearby
Brewhouse Arts
Centre - another former brewery building.

"We’ll be writing direct to all the obvious
teams nearer the time but we would really
like to reach some of the rapper dancers
who have not been to any of the previous
tournaments," said Nigel Moss.

"We have allowed plenty of time to-
search out these people and get
information to them.

"Although it seems a long way off, we
would like to hear from any teams or
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""That will help us plan accommodation
requirements, etc., and form a database for
sending out more detailed information
nearer the time."

A reply slip is enclosed with this issue of
"The NUT"- readers who would like to be
on Nigel’'s mailing list are asked to complete
and return it to him as soon as possible.

Q1 Adrian Wedgewood, Director of the Bass
Museam, is a membzr of Siafjord Morris
Men, who include a rapper dance in their
repertoire. Perhaps we’ll see themat
DERT?

Street Collections -
Advice from the Ring

The latest Morris Ring circular contains
important clarification of the law relating to
strect collections by dance groups.

A Briefing Note issued by the Home Office
in January specifically comments on how
the law on charitable collections "may be
relevant to Morris dancing".

Local councils currently have powers to
control street collections for "charitable and
other collections"”, with a licence required in
some places.

Although not yet in force, Part II of the
1992 Charities Act will soon replace and
simplify the current legislation and will
mean that a permit will be needed if the
collection is expressly made for charity.

But if it is merely an invitation to the
audience to contribute to the expenses of the
performance, the collection "may well not
come within those provisions" (even if the
performers later do give some to charity).

All three Morris organisations met the Home
Office representatives during April and, to
use the Ring’s words, "The Home Office are
on our side and appreciate the matter being
brought to their attention".



Help, please!

Dave Brownbridge - of Northgate and
Kingsman renown - will be in charge of
the rapper workshops at this year’s
Sidmouth Festival.

As anyone who has been to these
workshops will know, they are hard work
but fun. Dave would greatly appreciate
any offers of assistance in teaching from
readers who are intending going to the
festival.

The workshops will be at 9.30am from
Monday 7th - Friday 11th August and
will be extremely convenient to the
Radway.... contact him on
01225-313312, or simply turn up.
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Don’t ask me....

Over Easter, I proudly wore my new
green Rapper 95 sweatshirt while
visiting a garden centre and was very
surprised when I was asked whether I
would recommend anemones or peonies
for a south facing border.

Three days later, at another garden
centre (still in search of tomato plants), I
was asked the price of a garden fork.
Confusion reigned, until 1 realised that
the staff uniform of both centres was a
green sweatshirt with a yellow badge!

Subsequent market research has
confirmed that this uniform is extremely
common in garden centres, so my advice
is to avoid wearing your Rapper 95
sweatshirt when visiting such places - or
brush up on your garden knowledge
first!

Alan Collins.

Snarks go to Antwerp

Aubrey O’Brien recounts the Belgian Campaign of March 1995.

A small band of Snarks took up an offer (via Trevor Stone - thanks, Trevor!)
to dance in Belgium as guests of Lange Wapper at their Mothering Sunday

dance out.

We met with our hosts on Saturday
lunchtime, with the afternoon taken up
with a tour of Antwerp, followed by a
"taste" of Belgian hospitality. The
evening was spent in a typical Belgian
bar (with a menu of over 200 beers!!!)
entertaining each other with songs,
dances and, of course, more Belgian
hospitality.

Arwen Heaton gave a fine display of her
clogging skills, while Russell Thompson
topped off the night by playing "The
Bloody fields of Flanders" - both greatly
appreciated by our hosts. Oh, yes, the
other Snarks showed their skill at
close-quarter sword handling in the very
crowded bar.

7.30 am on a cold, windy Sunday
arrived too early (in fact, 2 hours ahead
of our body clocks, due to both the
continental time difference and the
clocks going forward) but we made it to
the Hop Sack (another bar) for the 8am
procession to the Hand Schoen Square
and Cathedral for our first performance
with Lange Wapper, followed by a
procession back to the Hop Sack. This
process was repeated every hour until
1pm.

Lange Wapper perform a superb dance
more akin to longsword than rapper and
with more than double the number of
dancers than a rapper team - together
with a band of up to 20 musicians. Itis
perfomed in a very regal style and the
fool is cleverly killed off and carried

away by spare dancers. The highlight is
reached when a dancer is lifted above
head level on a platform of interwoven
swords; he proceeds to unfurl and wave
a huge banner - very tricky, even
without the winds we had on the day.
We were all particularly impressed
when, at the 11am spot, Lange Wapper
fielded two teams dancing in perfect
synchronisation - even the flag wavers!

The afternoon and evening were
rounded off with - yes - more Belgian
hospitality, this time in the form of a
wonderful feast, followed by speeches
and the presentation of badges and
certificates to all who took part in the
day’s events.

For those who are curious, Lange
Wapper does not mean long sword. It is
the name of a friendly giant who
appears to those who over-indulge in
Belgian hospitality, according to local
folklore.

A wonderful weekend was had by all
and we are looking forward to Lange
Wapper visiting the U.K. next year for
the Carlisle sword festival. There was,
however, one sad event that weekend;
on the return ferry, Chris Cartridge
mislaid the entire contents of his
stomach. He did spend a considerable
amount of time on a very large
telephone trying to locate its
whereabouts - but to no avail. Anyone
finding either his stomach or its contents
should contact Chris direct.
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7+ Northgate Rapper, am

Northgate are a fine bunch of chaps from Bath, driven by a dream of fame and alcohol, held back only by a kit that would be
acceptable for a group of pall-bearers. They dance in the Pub Tradition (can we enter that in DERT next year?) and have a
reputation for leaving a trail of broken glasses, lights, ashtrays and hearts after every tour - but, somehow, still manage

not to be barred from the pubs of Bath.

This is not to say, however, that they don't do more traditional bookings, although the ones
they choose tend to be slightly...er...different from the usual Morris Ales and suchlike.

| Highlights of recent appearances include a wake (held by people who were, unbeknownst to
them, indirectly suing one of us for the death), a charity fundraiser where we danced for the
nobility (organised by an unbelieveably camp Tory, who kept uttering the words "Ooh! You've
got a lovely hairy chest" whenever any of us got hear to him) and the now infamous lesbian
wedding (about which we have no more to say).

Northgate are affable, cheerful and kind to animals - and make a welcome and attractive
addition to any household.

® The team takes its name from Bath's biggest brewery - now defunct; find the lads, if
anywhere, in the very wonderful Star Inn on the city's London Road.! Northgate Rapper
il seek new dancers and musicians, no experience necessary; we practice on Wednesdays at
Claremont Church Hall, Camden Road, Bath; contact Dave on 01225-313312, or Richard on
01225-334809.

In the next issue, it could be Your team - why not write a profile now?
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Above: Northgate Rapper - hang around in bars..



International sword festival 1996 -

team responses top the 40 mark

Organisers of the international sword
dance festival to be held in Carlisle
next May have received an
astounding response to their
invitations to the event. As we went
to press, no less than 43 teams had
responded positively, including
around a dozen from overseas.

So great has been the interest that
the man behind the event, Trevor
Stone, has estimated it would take
around five and a half hours if each
team were to perform one dance in
turn. Although he thinks it unlikely
that all will materialise on the day,
he does expect well over half that
number to be present and some
British teams are yet to respond.

The latest enthusiastic reply has
come from a group from
Fennestrelle in Northern Italy, whose
forebears were at the previous
international event to be held in
Britain.

That was organised by EFDSS in
1935 and film still exists of the
Fennestrelle dancers at Hyde Park
and L.ambeth Palacc; according io
Trevor, their dance lasts 28 minutes!
Also expected is a group from
Uberlingen, on the shores of Lake
Constance in Germany. This is

Ricky’s Nifty
Fifty

A night of celebrations marked
Ricky Foster’s fifiieth birthday
during May. Around 200 guests,
including many dance teams,
gathered at the Barley Mow village
hall near Chester-le-Street for a
splendid evening of dancing in
honour of a great friend of the rapper
world. The High Spen guru (who
once beat all-comers from the rapper
world in a late-night Sumo wrestling
contest) spent the evening
suspended from a pair of balloons -
blue, of course - and sporting a
seemingly permanent grin from ear
to ear.

Representatives of Stone Monkey,
Goathland, Winster, Gift Rapper,
Spen Valley, Sallyport, Addison,
Pengwyn, Newcastle Cloggies and,
of course, High Spen were spotted
and there were probably many more
besides. A canny night for a great
bloke.

reputed to be Europe’s oldest sword
dance, with clear records of the
performance dating from as long ago
as the 14th century.

Amongst over twenty English teams,
Addison, High Spen, Gift Rapper,
Sallyport, Pengwyn, Bamsley,
Castleford, East Saxon, Snark,

Southport, Stevenage and, of course,

Carlisle, are all "probables" who
perform rapper, while Longwood
Rapper are set to travel from Boston,
Mass.

Unusual

Overseas teams who have responded
include In de Kring (France);
Langewapper, Quevauchamps and
Boerke Naff (all Belgium - the latter
perform a stick-and-hoop dance);
Bagnasco (Italy); Strani, Komna and
Bystrice Podlopenikem (from the
former Czechoslovakia); and San
Sebastian and Markina (from the
Basque country). Amongst the more
unusual British groups Trevor hopes
will attend are the Papa Stour
dancers from Shetland and the
Flamborough longsword dancers.

Enough to whet your appetite? This
is strictly a one-off event and will
undoubtedly be the chance in a
lifetime to see so many sword teams

performing such a varied repertoire
together.

Trevor is organising the event with
Carlisle Swords and backing from

* Carlisle City Council. The

progamme will include official

~ receptions, workshops, seminars,

public performances and a great deal
more. Ticket prices for individuals
have been set at £26 for the weekend
or £12 for a day, and include
camping, entry to all events, seminar
notes, ceilidh, etc.

For those attending with
participating teams, the cost has yet
to be finalised but is likely to be
around £14 per head. Trevor is
hoping that participating teams will
make a contribution towards the cost
of bringing the foreign teams to the
event - perhaps a collection from a
dance tour might do the trick?

® Has your team been invited?
Although the organisers have sent
details to those teams for which they
have addresses, there are almost
certainly some who have missed out.
If you would Lke io register an
interest, or simply to know more
about the event, contact Trevor
Stone at 6, Priory Road, Sale,
Cheshire, M33 2BR.

Kingsmen to dance at Bill Cassie Memorial

lecture

The Newcastle Kingsmen are to perform at a special memorial lecture in
honour of Professor Bill Cassie, who founded the team back in 1949 as a rag
stunt. The lecture, at the University on September 18th, marks the S0th
anniversary of Prof. Cassie’s lectureship at the then Newcastle College of
Mining. During his lifetime, Prof. Cassie taught literally hundreds of

dancers.

A new set of swords will be presented to the Kingsmen to mark the occasion.

Team resigns in "no women" row

On a different note, the Newcastle Kingsmen recently held an Extraordinary
General Meeting which passed a resolution to resign from the Morris Ring in
protest at the Ring’s continuing objection to women musicians, a rule which
the Kingsmen feel is long outdated.

Like many teams from the north east and elsewhere, the Kingsmen only field
male dancers but regularly rely on the services of female musicians - and
have done for at least twenty years. They now intend to apply for
membership of the Morris Federation.

If you want to see them dance, the Kingsmen will be in Northampton on July
8th. They will also perform at a beer festival (where else?) at the
Cumberland Arms, Byker, Newcastle, on July 22nd; any other teams who
would like to dance at the festival should contact Vin Wynne on
0191-224-2879.

@ We can surely look forward to a healthy debate on the Kingsmen’s Ring
resignation, both in our future letters pages and bars up and down the land. Ed


















	The NUT Issue 6 Page 1
	The NUT Issue 6 Page 2
	The NUT Issue 6 Page 3
	The NUT Issue 6 Page 4
	The NUT Issue 6 Page 5
	The NUT Issue 6 Page 6
	The NUT Issue 6 Page 7
	The NUT Issue 6 Page 8

