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SPEN SET UP YOUTH PROJECT

BACK TO SCHOOL!

SWORD dancini is set for a return to north east schools this spring as

High Spen’s Ric
rapper.

The project, which will include a gro ramme of after-school sessions for
8 to 18-year-olds, is being set up by Ricky following talks with his local
education authority, Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council. It is

being backed by the Amateur Arts Association, who are providing a

small amount of funding.

y Foster begins a crusade to reintroduce youth to

Now he is searching for volunteers to Newcastle, while in Winlaton, to the
help him visit five schools for an hour south of the Tyne, the local dance was
each week during March to teach the taught to schoolchildren of both sexes
basics of rapper. The project will until at least the 50°s (see feature on
culminate in a day-long workshop and Winlaton - page 5).
tournament at the Barley Mow . Within the past decade, a children’s team
Community Hall, near Ricky’s home in from the Stakeford folk dancers
Birtley. performed near Ashington, while both
Other teams from the north east are being ~ Addison and High Spen had boys’ teams
invited to participate throughout - performing in public within the past five
Earticularly in the workshop day, which years or so.

as been programmed for Saturday, Ricky Foster himself has visited schools
March 25th. for talks and demonstrations, but has
Ricky deccribes the event as "A previously attempted nothing on this
competition without a winner." The scale.

youngsters will not only receive a

commemorative rosette but also have the

opportunity to see at close hand some the RAPPER“DRKO' l I
the area’s "senior' teams - each of which

will be asked to “adopt" a junior team for

the day.
Eight schools and several local rapper

The continuing

teams have already shown an interest in story.of Rapper
the idea. dancing folk &
Ricky is producing plastic-bladed swords how they get
for the project, both to save on costs and better and better
for ds.a.fet)" o will é:ontinue; after a DERTy workshop weekend.
tradition of teaching young dancers the
st o sword Tnling, You too can IMPROVE your
Earlier this century, a lads’ side was performance..and your dancing too.
based at Whorlton, near Westerhope, Better still, you can CHOOSE what
you want to learn..
* Improve your * Explore
stepping gymnastics
MNT E D % Leamn really hard * Become an
figures expert on bars
LADY MUSICIAN | | *beepsou  icni
own dance MASTERCLASS
* Lock at the * Prepare for DERT
tradition and WIN!

* Any other requests will be tested for
physical possibility and passed on.
Rin Steve for details today - 0942 683484
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DERTy Video Saga

What a great idea it was at the start - make a
video ofg the 1994 DERT Rapper Competition.
Like the 1993 video but better - better
shooting, better master, better reproduction,
some before and after stuff to grab the feel of
the occasion - four hours of Great Video
Action.

Problem is, to make it you need a professional
with equipment to match - and that costs
£1,000 a minute, plus master film. What to
db, what to do?

Ah! We hire a student; they have professional
equipmem and they work cheap because
they're starving; just the ticket!

So we found a 3rd year Media Production
student; good credentials, good patter,
reusable master stock at no charge and he’ll do
the duplicating for us cheap. Not £24 a piece,
not £10, but £5! Fine.

We shot the DERT tournament, well and good
and shipped out the first ten orders. But then
there were problems we won't talk about,
except to say the student, the master and the
duping tapes go missing. Eventually, they
come back. Then more problems we won’t talk
about, except to say it’s six months later and
we can’t find any way to get the next ten
copies made. What to do, what to do?

We passed on the £24 offer (we’d have lost
£14 per order!) and went for the £10 deal,
which just broke even. A trained professional
took over the job, offering to cut his hand off
and bail us out. He made enough DERT
videos to fill all existing orders - just in time
for you to start practising for DERT’95. How's
that for a happy ending?

Now, about the DERT "95 video. Any ideas?
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This month, we profile

SNAPPING RAPPERS

A technical investigation into why swords fracture

Swords - and why they break - are the subject of a detailed technical investigation
by engineering student Richard Tasker, summarised here. Richard’s interest stems
from dad Brian, of Kent’s White Star Sword Dancers, and his investigations form
part of his final year studies.

After about two years’ regular use, blades can suddenly fracture. The steel is brittle, so
that little of the energy stored in the highly stressed blade is absorbed by fracture, leading
to violent failure,

The project looked at the cause of failure and suggested possible modifications to increase
blade life, make failure more predictable and be more economical. A sample blade
material was very strong 1% carbon steel (tensile strength = 1633 MN/m2), one of a
family of water quenchable alloys named W1 tool steel.

Manufacture is believed to involve hot rolling, quenching then tempering at 3200, to give a
microstructure of tempered martensite, with high hardness and strength but low ductability.
Poor toughness causes low energy absorbtion on final failure.

Blades most commonly fail at the steel lap joint near the swivel, where stress is
concentrated. Characteristics include a large number of crack nucleation points and a
widespread final fracture zone.

Another failure point is around a third of the way along the blade, where nominal stress is

low but grinding against adjacent swords damages the blade edge. A sample showed a

lfagige "glassy" area with growth marks radiating some way from the edge before final
ailure.

Analysis showed that, although swords most often break at the swivel joint, nominal stress
is at its lowest here, with stress concentration around 1.53. In the mid section, a defect of
21 um deep could be tolerated without initiating fatigue; once begun, it could grow as long
as 5.84mm before failure.

The blades’ surface showed residual tensile stress, probably due to-the quenching process.
Surface treatment to induce residual surface compression could significantly improve
blade life. The best way to achieve this would be to shot peen the blade before assembly.
Alternatively, a hypo-eutectoid steel blade with a nitrided case would give a tougher core
and strong, hard case with residual compressive stress, absorbing more energy on failure.
Repiacing steel with composite construction could show benefits. E-Glass fibres set
within polyester (both inexpensive materials) would produce a very strong blade but with
lower stress on flexing and less fatigue. The danger from breakage if (it did occur) would
reduce as, on fracture, fibre absorbs most of the stored energy in the flexed blade.

@ But would it SOUND right? - Ed..

“e2* Grand Union Rapper, Leighton Buzzard

Above; Grand Union goin ackwards

(photo: Heather Inkpen).

In the 1920's, so the story goes, an unemployed Newcastle miner hitched a lift on a narrowboat taking
coal to London. Eventually finding work in the sand quarries of Leighton Buzzard, in his spare moments
he taught the simple country folk to dance rapper.

This has little to do with the formation in 1979 of the Grand Union Rapper Team, from neighbouring
Linslade and named after the canal which separates the two towns. Performing at local folk clubs and
school fetes, the team danced a motley collection of figures from different traditions. Going from
strength to strength, in 1981 they performed in front of the Prince of Wales in Highgate (as well as
several other pubs). Acceptance at Morris weekends al over the country followed, where they left
unforgettable impressions and made lasting friendships. In one incident - a return visit to Clitherae - the
team never even heard about the visit until afterwards - their invitation had been sent to Grand Union
Morris instead! Perhaps their greatest achievement was winning the “Rest of the Universe" class at DER]
'87 - much to their surprise, as they'd only gone to watch.

In 1988, two founders retired and Grand Union Rapper Mk Ii struggled to reach the same standard,
especially with no musician or No.1. They persevered and, after some shufiling (stepping was never
their strong point), began to progress. Without spare dancers, the same five men danced every display,
hardly ever making mistakes. But the dances became routine and boring - half the team, and most of the
audience, commonty fell asteep in performances. To rectify this, at least two mistakes were introduced
every display, a practice continued today. ;

Eventually, new members joined, things improved and in 1993 the team again won its ciass at DERT, '
once more, much to its surprise. Their future plans now include Eastern Europe, Florida, Hong Kong anc
Whitby, but it's unlikely that any will come to fruition. Grand Unloﬂ.RaPqu now dance their own tradition
all the figures were stolen, invented by mistake or devised by computer simulation. An essential part of
this tradition is a refusal to take anything seriously - they claim they leave that to H*ddesd*n Crensm*n.

® To contact Grand Union Rapper, call Bob Lilley on 01296-661783.. No predictions of who W?f” feature in the next issue bu

it could be you (to coin a phrase). Why not write a profile of YOUR team? e



KESTEVEN are hoping to follow their travels to the
Issoire Festival in France in 1994 with a visit to Denmark
next September; nearer home, they make appearances at
DERT and Winchester Folk Festival in April.

Other Summer outings include NORTHGATE at Forest
of Dean (June) and SALLYPORT at Southport,
Abingdon and Saddleworth.

A new womens’team, STEEL ROSE, has formed in
London and is aiming to produce 'something credible in
the exhibition class"at DERT.

On the revival front, after KEELE RAPPER s reunion
gathering in 1994 (anything more from them in ’957),
LEEDS SADLER are planning a get-together for the
first time in decade(s?) on April 1st. Former DERT
judge Ernie Kirkby, who was a guest at the 1994 event in
Newcastle, was the moving force behind the original
Sadler team (named after a University Hall of Residence)
and is reviving it to dance "for fun". And what better
reason could there be?

Workshops

JANET DOWLING, formerly of the now-defunct MARY
NEALE RAPPER has organised a number of
women-only rapper workshops in the south east as a
result of requests over the summer. 'There doesn’t seem
enough commitment for a regular team," she says, 'But I
reckon that, if I do enough workshops, I'll get a regular
pool who will want to take it up.”

One workshop was scheduled to take place in Oxford
during October, with another in London in December
and the likelihood of more to come in the new year.

Rappin' About
ews of Rapper activities recent and future

If you're interested in future ones, contact Janet at 47,
Chestnut Ave., Ewell, Surrey KT19 0SY.

Another NEW TEAM began practising in October/
November, drawing recruits from the SOUTH
LONDON, Surrey and Sussex area. Former CARLISLE
squire Andrew Kennedy will welcome anyone who is new
to rapper, new to the area or presently unattached - call
him on 0342-311236 for details. A men’s side is currently
planned but if more women show an interest, he Il start a
female team too.

Members of SNARK arranged a morning’s rapper
workshop for members of HIGHSIDE Sword Dancers, a
longsword team based in Kirby Malzeard in North
Yorkshire, during November.

Later that month, ADDISON taught Winlaton and
Swalwell figures at a workshop in Middlesbrough
organised by Folkworks.

North-East Christmas tours

Addison’s Cristmas tours took in the Swalwell area of
Gateshead, while SALLYPORT held their traditional
Friday-before Xmas-Eve bash in Shields Road, Byker,
Newcastle, on December 23rd with CARLISLE as guests,
MONKSEATON’s regular New Year’s Day performance
took place at the Monkseaton Arms, Monkseaton.

Remember all these for next Christmas!

® Thuat's it for now. There has been a very poor
response to this section - have you all packed in? Let
us know what YOUR team is up to - and especially
your Summer outings - in time for our next edition in
June/July.

B A S O B R R S G N S R e

i i

£s \ k
] in the day).
’V g

Above Hoddesdon Crownsmen,

Woad is they!

North British, the team from here and there, report
a successful summer, astounding Sidmouth crowds

with their forward suicide tumbler and hreaking
new ground for dancers (notahly the Middle Bar at
the Anchor - normally strictly for singists - they
apologise to the chap in the yellow sweatshirt who
was rather impolitely unamused). Saddleworth was

The Hoddesdon. Crownsmen’s guests at their annual Day of Dance and Feast
on Saturday, 8th October 1994, were Manley Morris from Cheshire, together
with local side Standon Green.

The three sides toured Ware, Amwell, Hoddesdon and Harlow - highlights
included the Crownsmen and Standon Green performing to a two-storey
audience in Harlow’s Harvey Centre, and Manley’s processional dance
between performances in Hoddesdon.

In the evening, Manley joined the Crownsmen and their other guests for the
Feast in Hunsdon village Hall, followed by a ceilidh during which both sides
appeared in new kit (including the Crownsmen Captain’s new suspender belt -
thoughtfully presented to him by Manley after problems with his socks earlier

The good weather continued on Sunday as Manley and the Crownsmen
danced at The Cabinet, Reed, to round off a very enjoyable weekend.

.. Saddleworth - fourteen dances on the Saturday
still left three pubs undanced (there's always next
year) and they assure the lady from Durham
University that everything they told her was true
(only if they said it 3 times..Ed.). On Sunday, they
claim it wasn't them who broke the glass
lampshade (but | was there and saw it all..Ed.).
Finally, woad betide us, their dance at
Hammersmith left NOTHING to the imagination - as

the video unfortunately proves!
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