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DERT HEADS FOR

_LEYTONSTONE s

DERT's off on its travels again for 1995 - to Lively
Leytonstone, courtesy former category winners East Saxon

Swords.

The latest news on next year's Dancing England Rapper
Tournament is that the premier event for the short sword

- tradition is being planned for the weckend before Easter -

April 7-9th. 1t will take place at The Heathcote pub, famous
throughout the south as the home of the Chestnut Folk Club.

Leytonstone, to the east of London, is
relatively easy to reach, by public
transport or via the M11, from most
parts of the country.

Although it's early days yet, the East
Saxuii team have made pond progrece
in their organisation and intend to
retain the more popular lournament

calegories.

An organising Committee has been
formed and ideas for new features
include a special invitation demon-
stration by a team as yel unnamed -
walch this space!

Appeal

Mike Teahan, Chairman of the DERT
'95 Commitlee, has issued an appeal
for teams that are interested in taking
part 1o contact him as carly as
possible.

He said that an indication of how
many teams will be performing, and a
rough idea of the numbers requiring
accommodation, would be a great help
in booking facilities.

"We are making every effort to keep the
price down," he said. "We don't sce the
accommodation and breakfasts costing
more than a few pounds per head."

AL this stage, the organisers hope 1o
organise a pub session on the Friday
night and, possibly, on Sunday
lunchtime as well. Something "more
organised" is a possibility for the
Saturday night.

An announcement at  Sidmouth
Festival  has  already  generated
substantial interest in the event. More
details of the event will be published
later in the year - probably when the
next issue of "The NUT" is produced in
Novenioer, Mike Lias not ruled out 2

separale mailing.

® Contact Mike Teahan at 1, Cedar
Close, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, 1G9 6EJ,
Telephone (home - not after 8pm please)
081 - 504 - 4546, (work - school terms)
081 - 539 - 2466.

SEE HOW THEY

A@%ID HANDLE THEIR PENS

This issue of "The NUT" - the first after DERT
‘94 in Newcaslle - nearly didn't happen at all.

After so much enthusiasm in March and an
encouraging  subscription response, the
Editorial postbag has nol been exactly
overflowing. Almost bone dry, in fact. As
things have fturned out, there has been
enough informalion lo sustain this issue - but
withou! YOUR contribution it won't be
published again.

Ask yourselves - is there anything in these
pages about YOUR team? If not, why not.

Put pen to paper NOW - copy deadline for the
next issue is October 31st. Phone or write to
me af the address below, or contact one of
the area correspondents:-

North:- Aubrey O'Brien, 3, Kitswell Rd,
LANCHESTER, Co. Durham; tel 0831
7028789.

Midlands:- Phil Healon, 86, Derby Rd,
DRAYCOTT, Derbys.; tel 01332 - 874186.
South:- Dave Brownbridge, 11, Raglan Tce.,
Fairkeld Park, BATH BA1 5XA; tel 01225 -
428920.

Vince Rutland, Edilor.

Published by Vince Rutland, 37, Church View, Brompton, NORTHALLERTON, Nth Yorks DL6 2QX, tel 01809




A North East Tour %?i@

by High Spen's George Wallace

As a prelude to this year's Dancing England Rapper Tournament in Newcastle upon Tyne, over sixty visitors to the
tournament were treated to a coach tour of north east villages which originally boasted their own rapper traditions.
Guided by George Wallace of High Spen Blue Diamonds, the tour provided many with a first glimpse of tll)1e real roots of
rapper sword dancing.

For the benefit of those who couldn't be on the tour, or couldn't hear (or got Aubrey's version of the "truth” on the second

bus!), George has been persuaded to rewrite his notes and we're extremely grateful to him for allowing us to publish them

in serial form in the next few issues of "The Nut". We follow the route of the tour, calling first at Swalwell and then at

High Spen, where Spen's Ricky Foster ably assisted the commentary.
- Ny : :

SWALWELL

Here, in 1910, Cecil Sharp collected the first
rapper sword dance to appear in his Sword
Dance books. At the time, there were three
brothers in the team, which wore white shirts,
spotted about with red, blue and white bows
and rosettes of ribbon, a red tie, red sash or
belt. Their long trousers were then dark in
colour, with a red stripe down the side but
. sometimes they wore white trousers and were
» cven known to wear white overalls with the
red stripe.

In the mid-1800's, the team wore the more
usual breeches (or hoggers) with white
stockings and long ribbbons tied round the
knece. The Betty and Captain wore
bold-patterned clothes.

The swords were quite wide - 13/4 inches;
SR owing to breakages, the blades varied in
Above: tie Swalwell tear. length up to about 22 inches, with short
pieces of woed tied onto the fixed ends.
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The dance had a very basic set of figures and in 1910 was performed to the melodeon. On Christmas Day there was
much rivalry with the team from Winlaton (a mile or so away up the hill) to get to the big houses - and the whisky - first!

HIGH SPEN

The tradition here is at least 100 years old. Geordie Gibbon - the present leader Ricky Foster's great uncle - was a
member of the first team we know about. In 1926, he helped Fred Foster (Ricky's grandfather) to train the young Blue
Diamonds, who included Ricky's dad, Freddie, as the Tommy.

A new adult team, the Amber
Stars, was formed shortly
afterwards with Fred and two
more relatives dancing. Teams
continued up to the war but one
was not reformed until 1954. By
1968, it was based at Birtley and
included Freddie and his four
sons. Later still, it was once
more revived in 1982 after a
short break.
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The calling-on song in its full
version introduced the dancers as
members of Robin Hood's gang.
It became a "speech" through
acting Tommies claiming they
couldn't sing! The Betty - who in
one of the figures ends up with
the swords fastened around his
neck - at one time carried a pig's
bladder on a stick, a feature
usually associated with cotswold
morris dancing.

Right: a Higl Spen team of the 1950s.




D.E.R.T. - some thoughts on the scoring

Dear Editor,

Some of those who took sart in the Dancing England Rapper

Tournament were disappointed by the comments read out at the end
of1 thia el\;ené; these perhaps deserve a few words of explantion on why they seemed
a little hard.

The scoring system can be split into two parts - a points system and a comments
section. e final results Ji).e. winners of classes, etcg epended solely on the
points system and consequently the judges concentrated on relating their feelings
through this system. The comments section was included to provide an instant
feedback about the performances.

Unfortunately, judges tended to put their positive feelinﬁs into the points system
and their negative ones in the form of comments. This meant that the final
precis of comments was generally negative. It should be noted that few
comments in total were written, thus making the job of writing the precis harder.

Also, we must emphasise that this was a failing in the comments system and not
on the part of the judges. We will recommend a change in that part of the system
to next year's hosts, East Saxon.

The committee has now been able to study the scores from the points system and
these have been converted into what we feel is a more balancecf and constructive
picture of the performances. The points system has been found to be consistent
throughout all the classes. so you will be able to compare your scores with the
rest of the competing teams.

Chris Cartridge,
Chairman, DERT '94 Committee
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The DERT Scores
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Team Name | Class | & 3 Z|8|E &|&5|8| 2| =
Marks out of ===l | 75 | 75 | 75 | 50 | 50 | 25 | 50 |100| - -
Northgate "B" | ExNew |43 | 34 | 42 (28 |33 | 14 | 19 | 37 | 250 | 50.0
Pengwyn ExNew |47 | 52 |47 | 35|36 |16 | 21 | 49 | 303 | 60.6
Ryknild 1 ExOther | 39 | 22 |40 |28 | 30 |17 | 29 | 48 | 253 | 50.6
Stone Monkey "B* | Ex Other | 38 | 30 | 39 | 26 | 33 | 16 | 31 | 54 | 267 | 53.4
Addison "B" ExOther | 55 | 46 |57 135(39 (19|33 |72 |356!71.2
Dorset Buttons | OpenOwn | 48 | 45 |40 {36 |26 | 13| 27 | 48 | 283 | 56.6
Clydeside OpenOwn; 28 | 17 | 28 |22 |29 | 12 |N/A| 31 | 167 | 37.1
Eastwood OpenQOwn| 48 | 36 | 43 | 30 {35 | 13 [N/A| 46 | 251 | 55.8
Faithful City OpenQOwn| 53 | 33 | 51 |28 |20 16|22 |39 | 262 | 58.4
Kesteven OpenOwn| 48 | 24 | 48 | 26 | 28 | 15 |N/A| 72 | 261 | 58.0
Northgate "A"* | OpenOwn| 56 | 45|54 | 37 |32 16| 28 | 53 | 321 | 64.2
Rydon Spring | OpenOwn| 44 | 29 {39 {28 | 33 | 19 | 27 | 50 | 269 | 53.8
Short Circuit OpenOwn{ 58 | 60 | 56 | 39 |39 ! 21 [N/A| 69 | 342 | 76.0
Gift Rapper OpenTrad { 42 | 26 | 39 | 31 | 20 | 18 |N/A| 33 | 209 | 46.4
Hoddesdon PremQOwn| 60 | 56 | 59 [ 39 |40 | 20 | 35| 59 | 368 | 73.6
Stone Monkey "A"| PremQOwn | 66 { 66 | 67 | 42 |37 | 19|35 |80 | 412 | 82.4
East Saxon PremQOwn; 57 | 54 1 63 { 35|30 |20 | 35|69 |363|726
Kingsmen PremTrad | 65 | 66 | 64 | 37 |35 |18 | 38 | 76 | 399 | 79.8
Addison "A" PremTrad | 60 | 54 | 55|39 |31 |20 | 36|72 367|734
Sallyport PremTrad | 56 | 46 | 56 | 38 | 38 | 21 | 36 | 69 | 356 | 71.2

Classes: Ex New= Exhibition, New Team  Ex Other = Exhibition, Other Team
Open Own = Open, Own Dance  Open Trad = Open, Traditional Dance
Prem Own = Pemier, Own Dance Prem Trad = Premier, Traditional Dance

Dear Editor,

Thank you for the DERT
results. Naturally the team
will be a bit disappointed by
our position in the "league
table", but we intend to take
the judges' remarks not as
"stepping let you down" but as
"stepping cowdd be improved"!

The judges' marking sheet did
not allow for comments on the
actual  dance  performed
which, in the case of a
traditional dance, I feel is
quite relevant. The actual
Swalwell dance which we
performed is actually rather
lacking in "buszz factor". We
did, however, work hard to
learn the dance "a la Sharpe"
and got to enjoy performing it.
We intend to keep the dance in
our repertoire with some
alterations which, we hope,
will make it a better dance, but
we deltberately performed it
strictly to the notation for the
purpose of the competition.

Although it is far more fun and
exciting to compile one's own
dance, I have an interest -
shared by some, I believe - in
keeping the traditional dances
in the repertoire. It would be
much easier to pick and
choose the more interesting
fisures and discard the rest -
but then the character of the
original is lost,

The "One Turn Off" chorus of
the Swalwell dance may be a
little tedious but it is the
essence of the dance. In the
same way, the Winlaton Spin
is the more exciting essence of
the Winlaton dance. [ have
heard some heretics say that
the distinctive High Spen
stepping is akin to watching
paint dry! (Response, Ricky?!
Ed.)

I would be interested to hear
whether any other readers
have strong views about the
value of preserving traditional
dances.

Andrea Watts,
Gift Rapper, Sheffield.
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N.B. - The following teams
performed unmarked exhibition dances:-
High Spen Blue Diamonds, Monkseaton,
North British, Carlisle, Hoddesdon “B"
and the Dancing Betties.






