NEWCASTLEUPONTYNE

COUNTDOWN TO

DERT "94!

IT’S just three weeks to go to the biggest gathering of Rapper
Dancers of the year! D.E.R.T. ’94 is rapidly (too rapidly??)
approaching and we’re looking forward to seeing you in
Newcastle on March 4/5/6th.

The best news is that at least 20 teams are coming - eight for
the first time. Entries have come from as far away as Dorset,
Devon, the home couniies and Glasgow; no less than eight

teams have entered from the North-East,

The warmest of

welcomes will await them when they arrive on Tyneside.

Many of the "regulars" will also be
back - one of the best things about
DERTs past has been the opportunity
to renew old acquaintances, usually
over a pint or two. Or three.

Ovur prime aim in organising the
Dancing England Rapper Tournament
is to give everyone the opportunity to
enjoy themselves.

If you have entered already, or have

booked individual tickets, you’ll find
full details in this edition of "The
NUT".

If you’re still trying to make up your
minds about whether to come - well,
it’s not too late (although it will cost
you more nowt), so why not take uic
plunge? '

Planet Newcastle might just prove to
be closer than you imagine!

NEXTPL

WHERE'’S the next DERT going to
be?

Well, isn’t that the $64,000 question?
One or two tentative offers have been
made to organise the 1995 Dancing
England Rapper Tournament, but
there’s nothing firm yet. So this is
your big chance!

DERT ’94 has come to Newcastle to
celebrate Sallyport’s25th anniversary.
What’s coming up in 1995? "The
NUT" hasn’t  exactly been
overwhelmed with information about
celebrations due next year, but there’s
probably lots going on that you
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haven’t told us about.

If you would like to organise a future
DERT, now’s the time to contact its
Founding Father, Phil Heaton and
make your bid (Sounds like the
Olympics all over again!). And, as
the DERT ’94 organising committee
will tell you, it’sa piece of cake (we’ll
also tell you all sorts of other things,
but you don’t have to believe them,
either!).

Phil Heaton can be reached
(occasionally) at 86, Derby Road,
Draycott, Derbyshire, DE72 3NX,
tel 0332-874186.
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ODD BITS

ABOUT DERT' 94

Minders: Each team will be
allocated a "Team Minder" - a Sallyport
member to will look after your every
need (some chance!). You’ll be
introduced to your Minder when you
arrive; any questions or problems should
be chanelled through your Minder, who
will also guide you to your
pre-tournament dance spots and then to
the Irish Centre, where the tournament
takes place.

Many of these Minders: have appalling or
appealing reputations and it’s pot luck
which you get. Believe absolutely
everything they say.

Registration: we have a big entry
Jor the tournament, so please make sure

You register on time at the Irish Centre -

at 12.30 on the day.

Loud Sounds: ‘A PA. sound
system is available at the tournament for
those who requize it i A
We will provide 3 microphones; if you
have your own bugs you MUST bring
your own lead. There is a maximum of 4
or 5 channels, so no orchestras please!
Arrange what you need at registration.

- Competition Order:  The

Exhibition category will be held first,
commencing at 1.00pm sharp, followed
by Open and then Premier classes.
Teams will be informed of their dancing
order on registration at 12.30.

Come Changed: Regrettably
there are no changing facilities at the
Irish Centre. Our advice to teams is to
change at the Ouseburn Community
Centre (indoor camping) before you
leave at 10.30. Alternatively, the loos
might get somewhat congested!

Mind the Stairs: As the
Tournament will be held in an upstairs
concert hall, it will not be accessible to
wheelchairs, although we’ll do our best

to help anyone who suffers from a
disability.

Playing Away: Tne Irish Centre
lies in the shadow of St James’ Park,
home of Kevin Keegan’s Newcastle
United. Don’t worry, the first thing we
looked at was the fixture list - the
Magpies are playing away on March 5th!

FRIDAY 4« MARCH:
Rapper Villages Coach Tour

High Spen’s George Wallace is our guide for a fascinating tour, with stops in Winlaton
and Newbiggin and the local dances performed in both.

The bus leaves the BRIDGE HOTEL, Newcastle, at 1.30pm (we’ll be there from
1pm). The fare is £6 adults, £3 for 15°s & under, less your £2 deposit; we’ll collect it
on the bus.

To find the Bridge Hotel:- The pub is at the Newcastle end of Robert Stephenson’s
double-deck road/rail High Level Bridge, and opposite the 900-year-old Castle.

If you’re coming BY TRAIN, turn right out of BR Central Stn for about
500 yds; the pub is through the railway arch on your right. <

BY CAR follow the Al: take the A184 turnoff signposted

Gateshead, Newcastle (Central). After a mile the lanes split -
take the left hand lane. At the roundabout, take the 3rd
exit, roughly straight on, towards Gateshead town

centre. At the next mini-roundabout, go straight on &
immediately to a set of lights. HERE YOU HAVE

A CHOICE:- 1) Parking at The Bridge is diff-

icult but if you want to drop passengers/luggage

off, turn left at these lighte and over the BR1307 ¥ ‘g e
High Level Bridge (a Sallyport figure!); the pub Ay

is at the far end. OR 2) To find parking, ignore
1), go straight over the lights, left at the next
junction and over the famous Tyne Bridge (A167).
Once across, take the second exit (A193
Wallsend), turn right at the roundabout, and park
at the Warner Bros Multi-Screen cinema next to it.
From here, it’s about 10 mins walk to The Bridge

- ask directions for the Cathedral/Castle/High
Level Bridge. After the tour:- The coach will drop
off at the indoor camping and car park at approx- @
imately 4.45 pm.
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Friday Evening

Meet in the Cumberland Arms, Byker, from early evening (peb

- if nobody’s there, we won’tbe far. The Indoor Camping is &
only 400 yds away, so go to the Cumberland first and we’ll guide

you. The pub does not sell food but there are fast-food emporiums

SHe
nearby. uP

To find the Cumberland Arms:- BY CAR: Follow the Coach Tour instructions as
above to the Warner Bros cinema. Don’t turn into it, stay on the A193 (New Bridge
Street) past 2 pubs, Joe Wilson’s and the New Bridge, past the Tanners Arms, over
Byker Bridge to a roundabout. Turn right past The Plough At Byker pub and
IMMEDIATELY right into a small turning in front of some flats (Byker Bldgs); the
Cumberland is at the far end. It may be difficult to get vehicles all the way up but the
road is only 100 yds long.

FROM CENTRAL STN: Take a bus or taxi to the Byker end of Byker Bridge; the
Cumberland is 50 yds, down some steps, all you have to do is find it! Or go by Metro
(change at Monument) to Byker; turn left out of the station and follow the Metro line
back the way you came until you reach The Plough At Byker pub on the left. Go past
it down the hill and after a few yards turn right in front of some flats;at the far end
you’ll find the Cumberland.

When you get lost:~ Call the Cumberland on (091) 265 - 6151















