ENTRIES
OPEN NOW!

ARRANGEMENTS for the biggest gathering of Rapper
Dancers are well in hand as the Dancing England Rapper
Tournament - D.E.R.T. - comes back to its roots in Newcastle
upon Tyne on March 5th.

Already teams from as far afield as Devon and Glasgow have
indicated that they’ll be on Tyneside that weekend, and there
looks certain to be an unprecedented number of teams from
the region itself - including, maybe, one or two surprises!

This will be an event for the true
Rapper  Enthusiast - a unique
gathering and not to be missed. We
are “trying to organise a weekend
which capiures tite spirit of rapper,
with its unique ~camaraderie and
atmosphere. The taking part will
undoubtedly be more important than
the competing - although we will be
introducing an overall "Best Team"
trophy for the first time, just to spice
things up a bit!

The Number 1 aim is for you to
enjoy yourself, making the most of
the North-East and its own dancing
heritage, so you’ll go away with
memories of your trip to Rapper
country which you’ll savour for years
to come.

This issue of “The Nut”" contains as
many details of DERT ’94 as we’ve
worked out so far - a final briefing
will follow in early February.

Whether you're coming as a team or
an individual, we look forward to
hearing from you soon!

Want something
specual"
<NOW...

One or two teams or individuals
have already come to us with
problems  with which they need
assistance.

No, we don’t mean the "We can’t
dance - how do we do it?" variety -
but there may be  something
logistical we can do 1o hefp out,
Do you or your tcam have a
special  need  for  transport, or
maybe you have a special diet
(other than beer) and you find the
prospect of one of our breakfasts
overwhelmingly galling.

Or perhaps you'd like help in
finding a good, cheap B & B that
is child-triendly.

Whatever it is, we'll do our best;
don’t be afraid to ask - and the
carlier the better.
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See where it all began...

Come to Tyneside early and see where Rapper began. On Friday afternoon (4th March)
we’re organising a coach tour of many of the North-East villages which have boasted
their own traditions over the years.

But space is strictly limited, so apply now before it’s too late. For full details, see Page 3.
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NEWCASTLE UPON TVYNLE
Accommodation

Tyneside may be where rapper dancing began, but most of you live a

considerable distance from the north east. So, we're making DERT '94 into
a full weekend to make the trip worthwhile.

For accommodation, we are hiring a community centre in Byker, a mile or
so east of the City Centre. This large, modern building can cope with
almost unlimited numbers in two big rooms on two separate floors and has
been used for dance weekends several times in the past. Just as important,
it’'sonly a few hundred yards from the Cumberland Arms, where the social

side of the event is based.

BUT - it’s not cheap to hire, so we’re banking on lots of you using it. We
provide a floor to sleep on - it’s up to you to bring sleeping bags, etc, to
make yourselves comfy. We'll also provide a breakfast on Saturday and

Sunday.

The cost per head will be £6 for two nights, or £4 for one nightr.

So, this luxury doesn’t appeal? With this "Nut", you’ll find enclosed an
accommodation list for Newcastle; Jesmond is not too far away from the
action and is usually a good bet for B & B - it’s also on the Metro line to the
City Centre. If you need any more detailed advice, please let us know.

Workshops

To make sure you don't oversleep on
the Sunday morning, we are
arranging workshops in North-East
rapper iraditions.

Hopefully, we will start these off with
filmjvideo of traditional sides from
the area, at around 9.30.

This will be followed by hopefully
two workshops - details of exactly
what form these will take are still
being worked on, we’ll let you know
when the final DERT information is
sent out in February.

The present intention is to do two
named North-East traditions that
aren’t danced very often.

Both the workshops will take place at
the Community Centre where the
majority of us will be staying.

The Cumberland Arms

Our venue for both the Friday and
Saturday nights is the Cumberland
Arms in Byker, Newcastle.

The Cumberland is a traditional,
no-frills Tyneside pub - increasingly
rare these days - and usually offers
an interesting variety of
gravity-served beers. It is now home
to no less than THREE rapper teams
- largely thanks to its excellent
wooden floors which are just greal to
dance on!

Yes, you might have seen it in
"Spender". If you're adventurous,
there are several other excellent bars
nearby, most of which are (ab)used to
(by) rapper dancers!

Beamish Museum

Our Sunday lunchtime farewell
venu¢ s Beamish Museum, a
former Museum of the Year
winner.

Beamish occupies a large, open-air
site near Chester-le-Street, 10
miles or so south of Newcastle and
ideally = placed for the Al
Motorway home. It features a
rebuilt 1920°s period. street with
(working) pub, which you reach
by a tram driven quite possibly by
a Sallyport member.

Admission will be free to dancers
in Kit. Rates for others will be
reduced (but we're working on
further concessions).

The dance spots will be very
informal - there are several places
to perform, it’s up to you what
you do and where and when you
do it.

Public transport isn’t the best to
Beamish - if you need help getting
there, let us Know.

Vehicle Security

The weekend will be largely based in an
inner city area. To be on the safe side,
we are looking into providing some sort
of vehicle security. There  will
obviously be a cost to this, which we’ll
have to pass on.

It is very important that you let us know
if you are staying in the Indoor Camping
and are bringing a vehicle - particularly
a minibus - so we know the scale of
security needed.  PLEASE LET US
HAVE AN IDEA AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE.

ATOURTO
RAPPER’S
HERITAGE

No matter how little you know
about rapper, you’re likely to
recognise names like Winlaton,
High Spen and Newbiggin.
These and other villages along
the Tyne Valley and south-east
Northumberland are  where
rapper sword dancing grew up.

Sadly, there are only two days to -
a weekend - we’d love to have

included a tour of the area for

everyone, but there simply aren’t

enough hours in which to do it.

But for those who can get up by -
Friday afternoon, you can really
travel back to your rapper roots.

We are organising a coach tour to
many of the rapper villages,
leaving from the Bridge Hotel, by
Newcasile’s High Level Bridge
(which gives its name to a -
Sallyport figure), at about 1.30
pm. We’re happy to wait a few
minutes if we know your train’s
due in at 1.35 - so long as you le

us know. '

The itinerary takes in Swalwell,
High Spen, Winlaton, Lemington,
North  Walbottle, Westerhape,
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, Bedling-
ton and Earsdon. No matter
what else you do, we’ll be
surprised if you don’t dance at-
least something from one of
these! :

Guide for the tour will be High
Spen’s George Wallace, a
veritable mine of information and
author of the booklet "Fit to
Jump Ower the Moon". W

We also hope to be able to raise a
team to perform at Winlaton and
Newbiggin, to put the dances into
perspective. Also, these stops will
provide facilities for liguid
refreshment!

The intention is to keep the cost
as low as possible - hopefully £5
or £6 each; a deposit of £2 each
is required when you book your
tickets. We’re expecting enough
to fill a small coach but that’s
only guesswork - please let us
know if you’re coming as soon as
possible. '



New Teams

No less than two new womens’
teams have started in Newcastle
- Penguin Rapper meet at the
Cumberland Arms, Byker, at
7.pm every Wednesday night,
while Short Circuit meet before
the Newcastle Cloggies practice
on Thursdays.

Enforced Break

Brian Tasker, founder member
of White Star Rapper from Kent,
was involved in a road accident
in October. Brian, White Star’s
regular Nol, was knocked off
his vintage Velocette and spent
the following three weeks in
hospital. A week or so later he
was back in after an infection
set in.

Brian expects to be out of
dancing until next summer.
Meanwhile, another White Star
dancer, Jon Garnsworthy, has
been out of action for a year
Jollowing knee surgery.
Fortwnately, Carlisle Swords’
former Squire, Andrew Kennedy
has recently joined the team
after a move south. Sounds like
he’sneeded!

Best wishes to Brian and Jon
(both ex-Sallyport men) for a
speedy recovery.

The Ring

Earlier this year, High Spen’s @

Ricky Foster wrote to the
Morris Ring, querying the lack
of Rapper information in Ring
gublications. In return, the Ring

as appealed for information or
articles - any volunteers to write
about DERT ’94?

BUYITATDERT

A range of merchandise is being
produced to  commemorate
DERT '94 in  Newcastle,
including sweatshirts, t-shirts,
videos and other items. Look
out for the Order Form with the
February "Nut".

e AN

i ;‘Februar'y,: with final
e happy to include any other bits and
omit (subject to space being available).

A Rapper Weekend in Derby

By Chris Green of Stone
Monkey Sword Dancers

This event was organised by
the Morris Federation over
the weekend of 12th-14th

October at Long. Eaton,
between Nottingham and
Derby. lLed by Andrew

Kennedy, it focused on the
increasing lack of diversity

between  many  modern
teams.
Using  archive  material,

discussion, practical sessions
and mind-altering  drugs
(Marston’s Pedigree Bitter),
participants from all over the
country looked at
alternatives to what s

-

currently seen as "Rapper".

Topics ranged from
attempting different types of
stepping and dancing to
music other than 6/8 jigs, to
looking at the role of
characters.....is there
REALLY a correct moment
for Betty to bring the
scarecrow and  pushchair
through the dancers? The
aim was to raise questions,
rather than provide answers.

Dancers from Snark Rapper
and Stone Monkey helped
tcams that were looking to
increase their range and
variety of figures. Saturday
evening was rounded off
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under testing conditions with
a rapper crawl around the
local pubs while, on the
Sunday, a relaxed session
allowed people to  swap
ideas.

Between 30 and 40 people
attended,  including  the
Dorset Buttons (who dance

in  clogs) and Ryknild
Rabble, together  with
individuals from Gift

Rapper, Mary Neale Rapper,
Carlisle Swords and many
others. Clydeside’s Russell
Thompson provided some
excellent music on the
Northumbrian small pipes.
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