
News of the BIG gathering of Rapper Dancers 

"D.E.R.T." COMES TO 

NEWCASTLE 
THE Country’s biggest gathering of Rapper Dancers returns 
to its roots on March Sth next year as the Dancing England 
Rapper Tournament - D.ERT. - is held in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

For the first time, the competition will take place separately 
from the main "Danc’ng England" event in order that it can 
grace the spiritual home of rapper - the North East of 
England. 

The tournament, on Saturday, 
March 5th, will be the fia | [gpnri 
centrepiece of an  entire 
weekend’s activities in and fifmfirh fiantzrg 
around Tyneside. 

Arrangements are now well in 
hand and the tournament will, as 
in 1992, feature a 
non-competitive  category  as 
well as the competitive classes 
so that everyone can be 
involved. 

That’s the real aim - the I_I-_Iosting the < 1”994rt SHap%er 
: - ournament are Sallyport Swords, 

weekend is the only opp o.rtumty who will be celebrating their 25th 
throughout the year for literally Anniversary year. Originally formed 
hundreds of like-minded rapper lt77 796f9 to Paflé,c'gg;i ne k\l{;S/t ;;0 
dancers to come and meet each | Nornombrian  musiclans - and 
other and see other teams in dancers, the team takes its name 
action from the Sallyport Tower on 

g Newcal.lstle‘s city walls, where it 
originally met. 

We I,OOk f oryw a’.d to Sallyport Swords look forward to 
welcommg you and your welcoming you all to Newcastle. 

team on March 5th. 

"Atmosphere a-plenty” I 
at 1994 Venue. ENGLAND 
Venue for DERT ‘94 is the Tyneside Irish Centre, only yards from NFORMA ABOUT 
Newecastle's shopping centre and Metro system. ~ FOR| TICN 
We have chosen a compact room deliberately, as rapper is at its THE MAIN DANCING 
best indoors in a confined area. There's an excellent floor, bags of JRENeW N MIaVE RN INI=N:A4 
atmoSfihere - and 3 different stouts in excellent nick! PLEASE CONTACT:- 
BUT there will only be 260 tickets available- and it's first come, first EEIETEYN TG NPV pYoel: 1 
served when entries open on December 1st. TT DERBYS 
Before the competitions, we hope to organise “warm-up® dances in ROAD, DRAYCOTT, 
local hostelries so you're in the right frame of mind. DE72z 3NK 

o e ¢ ¢ fyou'd like more detalls, contaot Vinoe Rutland, 37, Church View, 
$0070€ (Jf&o L Brompton, NORTHALLERTON, Nth Yorks DL6 2GX, tel 0609 780538. 

w it would help> us plan ahead If you let us know ss soon & possible If your 
. team Intends coming - a ‘phone oall will do} 



Entry Categories 
- We want your 
views... 

Always a difficult one, this. 

The main aims of the Rapper 
Tournament are to bring 
rapper dancers together - 
and to raise the standard of 
dancing. Over the years, the 
competitions at Derby and, 
in 1991, at Ware, have gone 
a long way towards 
achieving those goals. But 
there are still teams who say 
“We don't like competitions® 
or "We're not good enough" 
or give any of a dozen other 
reasons for not taking part. 

So, in 1994, we intend to 
make more of the 
non-competitive "Exhibition” 
category, where teams can 
come and dance without the 
pressures of competition. 

Pius, of course, there will be 
the usual competitive stuff in 
other categories - but what 
will they be? 

Our initial leaning is towards 
an ‘open' class, for those 
who haven't previously won 
a prize, or who don't feel 
ready for the "premier” class. 
The ‘“premier® class would 
also be open to any team - 
it's up to YOU to decide 
what's most suitable for your 
team, 

Shauld there be a separate 
womens' class, or should we 
adopt an equal opportunities 
policy with, perhaps, a "best 
new team" award, or 
something similar. 

We will be making our final 
decisions over the next two 
months, so if you have any 
strong views, please let us 
know and we’'ll consider 
them. 

We also have some 
interesting  thoughts on 
judges and judging criteria 
which would involve current 

A TYNESIDE WELCOME 
AWAITS! 
A whole weekend of events is being arranged around D.E.R.T. 
so that visiting tea:ns - many of which will have travelled long 
distances - can really savour the atmosphere of the area. We’re 
sure that the experience of dancing rapper in its north-east 
home will be just too much for many of you to resist. 

Tour 

Put your rapper into 
context! The first event - 
subject to  sufficient 
interest - is a tour of some 
of the villages around 
Tyneside where rapper 
traditions grew up. This 
will take place on the 
afternoon of  Friday, 
March 4th and is your 
chance to see Newbiggin, 
Winlaton, High Spen and 
others for yourself. 

Transport will depend on 
how many book - 
hopefully there will be 
sufficient for a 
mini-coach. 

Full details of this - and 
all the other events - will 
be given in the next 
mailing of "The Nut" 
during late November. 

Cumberland 

The Friday and Saturday 
night social events are 
both based on the 
Cumberland Armms in 
Byker, a mile to the east 
of Newcastle centre. 

This is Sallyport’s 
spiritual home and sports 
some of the best hard 
floors you’ll see anywhere 
- to the extent that no less 
than 3 rapper teams 
practise here! 

The Cumberland is very 
convenient for public 
transport and numerous 
other real ale pubs are 
nearby. 

Sleep 

If earlier rapper weekends 
are anything to go by, 
indoor camping is the 
order of the day for most 
of you. We are arranging 
for a community facility 
to be available for the 
entire weekend, 
conveniently located close 

Friday, 4th March - 
- Afternoon tour of villages - 
where the rapper traditions - 
originated 
- Evening gathering.and 

sessions at the - 
Cumberland Arms, Byker 
- Community Centre .~ 
"indoor.camping" 
accommodation nearby 
Saturday, 5th March 
- Lunchtime dance spots in 
local pubs - 
- Dancing England Rapper - 
Tournament -'starts 1.30 

‘pm at Tyneside irish. 
Centre : 
- Evening sessions at the 
Cumberiand Arms, Byker 
Sunday, 6th March 
- Morning workshops in 
local traditions 
- Lunchtime/afternoon 
"farewell spot" at a 
north-east tourist attraction 

¥ 

For those who want 
something a little more 
comfortable, plentiful 
hotel and b+b 
accommodation is 
available in the vicinity. 

Warm-up 

On the day of the 
tournament, there’s 
nothing worse for the 
nerves than going onto a 
vast dance floor "cold", 
without dancing 
somewhere first. 

So Sallyport are arranging 
for visiting teams to each 
have the opportunity to 
dance in one or two local 
pubs during the 

lunchtime, before the 
serious stuff begins. That 
way, you’ll get to see a bit 
of Newcastle, too. 

We can’t promise that all 
the venues will have hard 
floors but we’ll do our best 
on that score. 

Food 

For those who stay in the 
indoor camping, there will 
be breakfast facilities on 
both Saturday and Sunday 
mornings. 

For other meals, there is 
an excellent choice of 
food available in the city 
to suit just about every 
taste. 

Sunday 

We hope to arrange a 
workshop  during  the 
Sunday morning on at 
least one traditional dance 
from the north-east. 

At lunchtime, the plan is 
to head to a well-known 
north-east tourist . 
attraction for a farewell 
session and some more 
dancing out. Details of 
this have yet to be 
finalised, but we hope to 
be able to reveal more 
very soon. 

MORE DETAILS 
SOON..... 
At this stage, there is still 
a great deal to be done to 
complete the organisation. 
We hope that around 
twenty teams - more if 
possible - will be at the 
tournament and around a 
dozen have already shown 
interest. 
Full details of entry 
categories, costs (which 
will be kept as low as 
possible), etc., will be 
mailed out in late 
November. 

to the other activities. 

C 
dancers more - again, your 
thoughts are welcomed. A 
phone call will do... 

If you’d like more detalls, or want to be on our malling list, contaot Vince 
Ruttand, 37, Church View, Brompton, NORTHALLERTON, Nth Yorks DL8 
2QX, tel 0609 7808386. 
1t would help us If you could let us know as soon as possible whether your 
team Intends coming. so that we can plan ahead for the best weekend. 


