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COVID-19 Risk Assessment – Morris Performances in England 

This template assessment was issued 7th February 2022.  It must be tailored to your team.  It is only applicable in England. 

Please make sure it is the latest issue before using it; see the Morris Federation guidance. 

NB This risk assessment only covers transmission risks from Coronavirus i.e. the risk of catching it or passing it to other 
people.  It does not cover any of the other risks associated with morris performances. 

PART 1 – General information 

Venue [Where performance will be held, e.g. name and 
address of venue, outdoor area etc.] 

Date & 
Times 

[Date of performance, time(s)] 

Activity  [Type of morris or sword]  dance performance by [Name of team] 

Description of 
activity 

[Brief description, e.g. short dance display including dancing, playing music, etc. in front of an audience] 

Area(s) [Brief description of venue, including type of venue, rough idea of space, etc.] 

Information provided 
by others 

[Brief description, e.g. COVID-19 guidelines and risk assessment prepared by venue owners, plan, etc., if applicable, 
with date provided] 

People involved Dancers [include numbers expected, age range, ethnicity] 

Musicians [brief details, e.g. one melodeon player, one pipe & 
tabor] 

Others [brief details, e.g. fools, venue staff] 

Audience [brief description of expected audience] 

Equipment 
used 

[Simple list, e.g. morris 
hankies, morris sticks, rapper 
swords, musical instruments, 
PA system, etc.] 

 

Assessor(s) [Your name] Date [Date of assessment] 

https://www.morrisfed.org.uk/resources/coronavirus-covid-19/
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PART 2 – Activity, Hazard & Control Identification 

1. This assessment is based on the relevant government guidance, which is regularly updated.  Anyone using or reviewing this 
risk assessment should check the guidance for updates to make sure that the assessment is still valid.     

2. Venues – if you are going to perform in a venue owned by a business or organisation, then this assessment should be based 
on the COVID-19 guidelines provided by the venue’s managers.  The government has published guidance for different types 
of venue, including pubs, the events and attractions, public outdoor spaces, etc.  The controls included in this assessment 
must be at least as good as the venue’s requirements.   

 

Activities 
People at 

risk 
Controls 

Further actions 
required? 

Who needs to take 
action and when? 

Date action 
taken 

Managing 
performances 

All 
participants 

Audience 

Assign responsibilities for managing how the team 
performs to named individual(s), including 

• planning how to perform safely including assessing 
risks 

• communicating with venue owners 

• communicating with all members of team 

• reading and monitoring government guidance, 
Morris Federation updates, etc. 

• ensuring that the relevant controls in the venue’s 
COVID-19 Secure guidelines are incorporated in 
this assessment and are implemented.   

Identify and record 
who is responsible.  

Individual(s) to 
develop and 
implement plan for 
performing. 

Individual(s) to 
read relevant 
government 
guidance AND 
monitor it for 
updates.   

  

Preparing to 
perform - 
health 

All 
participants 

Audience 

Decide how to perform, based on: 

• the risk involved in performing and the location 

• the number and health of participants, 
particularly if there are any vulnerable 
individuals in your team. 

Full information on the current situation is available 
here.  You should also consider your participants and 
their vulnerability (health, age, ethnicity, etc.) before 
deciding whether it is safe to perform. 

Review latest data 
and vulnerability of 
participants before 
deciding how to 
perform. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/restaurants-offering-takeaway-or-delivery
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-covid-19/events-and-attractions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-public-places-managing-public-outdoor-settings
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
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Activities 
People at 

risk 
Controls 

Further actions 
required? 

Who needs to take 
action and when? 

Date action 
taken 

NB it is still possible to catch and spread Covid-19 
even if you have been fully vaccinated, including 
having a booster. 

Preparing to 
perform – 
venue 

All 
participants 

Audience 

Perform outdoors if possible, as this is the safest 
option.  Performances can be held indoors, provided 
suitable controls are put in place.  

Venues should be big enough to allow you to perform 
and for an audience to watch without crowding For all 
venues run by businesses or organisations, obtain 
their COVID-19 guidelines and risk assessment and 
review.  Seek clarification where necessary and 
resolve any issues. 

Decide venue(s). 

Obtain information 
from venue if run 
by business or 
organisation and 
review.   

 

  

 

Preparing to 
perform – 
people  

All 
participants 

Audience 

Contact and consult team members about plans.  
They should consider the vulnerability of the people 
they live with as well as themselves, and whether they 
are at higher risk of catching COVID-19 due to their 
work, other activities, etc. Find out from those who 
wish to perform and who can do so safely whether 
they have any specific requirements, such as not 
meeting anyone who has not been vaccinated. 

No-one should be obliged or pressurised to attend.   

Contact team.  

Everyone to decide 
whether to attend 
and to inform 
organisers if they 
have any specific 
requirements. 

 

  

Symptom 
checking 

All 
participants 

Audience 

Ask team not to come to performance if they or 
anyone they live with  

• has any COVID-19 symptoms or  

• has a positive COVID-19 test result or 

• is self-isolating.   

See the government’s guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed infection and/or the guidance for 
contacts of people with confirmed infection. 

Everyone to decide 
whether to attend 
immediately before 
performing.   

  

Emergency 
planning 

All 
participants 

Planning should include preparing for any 
emergencies that may arise, including first aid and 
dealing with anyone who develops coronavirus 

Decide how to deal 
with emergencies 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
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Activities 
People at 

risk 
Controls 

Further actions 
required? 

Who needs to take 
action and when? 

Date action 
taken 

Audience symptoms.  Comply with the venue’s procedure for 
isolating anyone with symptoms, but, if this is not 
available, put a plan in place to respond.   

Any first aiders or other people who may have to help 
someone who is injured or ill should read the 
government’s guidance for first responders 

Anyone administering first aid or helping someone 
with symptoms must wear a face covering and 
practise rigorous personal hygiene.  All waste must be 
disposed of safely. 

including injuries 
and illness.   

Make sure 
everyone involved 
knows what to do 
and has the correct 
equipment. 

Venue layout Audience 

All 
participants 

The performance/audience space should be arranged 
to allow adequate space for everyone, to prevent 
crowding. 

Design a safe 
layout for the 
performance and 
audience space.   

  

Audience – 
numbers in 
venues with 
limited space 

Audience 

All 
participants 

In outdoor venues with limited space and in indoor 
venues, ensure that audience numbers are 
adequately controlled so people do not have to crowd 
together.   

If the venue is managed by a business or 
organisation, then they are partly responsible for 
determining and controlling audience numbers.  They 
should provide you with their guidelines.   

If you are managing the event, establish a system for 
admitting the audience that controls the numbers.   

Liaise with venue 
manager to ensure 
there is a safe 
system for limiting 
the number of 
people in the 
audience.   

If there is no venue 
manager, establish 
capacity and 
establish a system 
to control access. 

  

Ventilation 
indoors 

All 
participants 

Ensure there is good ventilation before performing.  

If the venue has provided details of their ventilation 
systems, these must be complied with.  If the venue 
has a system that uses recirculated air, this should be 
set to run on full outside air where possible and flow 

Determine type of 
ventilation at 
venue. 

Maximise 
ventilation before 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-interim-guidance-for-first-responders
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Activities 
People at 

risk 
Controls 

Further actions 
required? 

Who needs to take 
action and when? 

Date action 
taken 

rates maximised, e.g. by fully opening dampers and 
running fans on full speed.   

If there is only natural ventilation, open windows and 
doors to bring in fresh air, preferably at opposite sides 
of the room to provide a good cross flow. If it is not 
possible to keep windows fully open due to the 
weather, try to open them for at least ten minutes, 
then keep them slightly open. Try to achieve good 
ventilation without creating uncomfortable draughts,   

If possible, use a carbon dioxide (CO2) monitor and 
aim to keep CO2 levels to below 800 ppm.   

The government has published guidance on 
ventilation; more information is available at 
https://www.cibse.org/coronavirus-covid-19 

If necessary, dancers should keep warm when not 
exercising to reduce the risk of injury, by wearing 
more clothing or keeping moving.  Musicians should 
wear more clothing, as necessary.   

and throughout 
performance. 

 

Dancing Dancers Decide how the team will perform, as some people 
may prefer to maintain a reasonable distance from 
other people. Heavy breathing due to exercise may 
increase the risk of transmission.   

Adapt dances if 
necessary to 
minimise close 
contact. 

  

Playing music Musicians Keep volume of music low enough to reduce the need 
for the audience and performers have to shout to be 
heard over the music.   

Ask musicians not 
to play so loud that 
people have to 
shout continuously. 

  

Hand hygiene All 
participants 

Audience 

Everyone should sanitise or wash their hands when 
they arrive, and should also avoid touching their face, 
mouth or nose.   

All to bring own 
hand sanitiser. 

  

Use of face 
coverings 

All 
participants 

Decide whether performers should wear face 
coverings or not.  If the team decides to wear face 

Decide whether to 
wear face 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-ventilation-of-indoor-spaces-to-stop-the-spread-of-coronavirus/ventilation-of-indoor-spaces-to-stop-the-spread-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-ventilation-of-indoor-spaces-to-stop-the-spread-of-coronavirus/ventilation-of-indoor-spaces-to-stop-the-spread-of-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.cibse.org/coronavirus-covid-19
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Activities 
People at 

risk 
Controls 

Further actions 
required? 

Who needs to take 
action and when? 

Date action 
taken 

Audience coverings, remember that some people are unable to 
wear them as detailed in the government guidance.   

Face coverings are not recommended when taking 
part in a strenuous activity such as dancing. 

coverings at 
performances.  

Respiratory 
hygiene 

All 
participants 

Audience 

Everyone should follow good respiratory hygiene, i.e. 
covering mouth and nose with bent elbow or tissue 
when coughing or sneezing.  All tissues to be retained 
by user or disposed of safely, followed by cleaning 
hands.       

All to practice good 
respiratory 
hygiene. 

  

Waste 
disposal 

All 
participants 

Other 
venue users 

If the venue has provided a safe system for waste 
disposal, this should be followed.  If not, establish a 
safe method, e.g. everyone takes home own waste 
such as wipes.   

Establish waste 
disposal system. 

  

Leaving venue 
– participants  

All 
participants 
Other 
venue users 

If relevant, ensure that all windows and doors are 
closed and secured.  

Close windows and 
doors.   

  

Response to 
participant 
developing 
Coronavirus  

All 
participants 

Audience 

Other 
venue users 

Keep records of who are involved in the performance.  
If anyone develops CV symptoms and/or tests 
positive, they must inform everyone who has been at 
the performance with them.   

Ask everyone to 
inform the 
individuals in 
charge if they 
develop symptoms 
or test positive.   

  

Non-
compliance 

All 
participants 

Audience 

Other 
venue users 

Those responsible for organising the performance 
should respond effectively if anyone does not comply 
with the controls required.  This should include both 
unintentional and intentional breaches.     

Plan how to 
respond to anyone 
who does not 
comply and take 
action if necessary.   

  

      

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
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PART 3 – Overall assessment of risk  

The last step is to assess the overall level of risk. This requires all the controls to have been implemented effectively. 

Consider the likelihood of someone catching COVID-19 at a performance.  If you decide that the likelihood is 2 or 3, then you must put 

more controls in place to reduce it to 1.   

Decide on the relevant severity.  See the notes on how to use this assessment for more information on how to do this.   

Likelihood (L) 1 = Low 2 = Medium 3 = High 

Severity (S) 1 = Slight 2 = Serious 3 = Major 

Risk level (RL) Likelihood X Severity 

Key to resulting Risk Level (RL):   1 = Very low    2 = Low    3 & 4 = Medium    6 = High    9 = Very high 

For a performance to take place, the overall risk level should be MEDIUM or below. 

If it is HIGH or VERY HIGH, the performance should not be held.   

If it is MEDIUM, performances are only possible if the Likelihood is 1 and the Severity is 3.  If the Likelihood is 2 or 3, then you must put more controls 
in place to reduce it to 1. 

Overall risk level after all actions completed [Enter risk level] 

Date assessment due to be reviewed Not applicable as a new assessment is necessary for each performance.   

Assessor(s) signatures [Sign here or just type name] 

 

 


