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Clitheroe Morris Dance: Introduction

Clitheroe is a rural market town in the Ribble Valley in Lancashire, approximately 55 km northwest
of Manchester, near the Forest of Bowland.

Below some newspaper quotes suggest that Clitheroe first had a men’s team in 1897, possibly
earlier and a women’s team from 1904. A mixed team is mentioned in Helm by Julian Pilling pre
1935. Children’s teams became more common between and just after the wars.

At Grindleton Jubilee Festival the Clitheroe Morris Men “took a prominent part,” Preston Guardian
July 10" 1897 as quoted by Johnny Haslett in Morris Dancers and Rose Queens” page 257.

“TO-MORROW (Saturday, May 5th), the Clitheroe Morris Dancers and inc Borough Prize Band Will
(weather permitting) Parade the Town (Both parties in Uniform). Commence at 3 prompt.” Friday 4t
May 1900 Clitheroe Advertiser and Times

“CLITHEROE Morris Dancing. On Saturday the Clitheroe Borough Band and Morris Dancers paraded
the town, and a collection was made along the route in aid of the band funds,” reports the Burnley
Express on Wed 9" May 1900.

The team is mentioned in the Lancashire Daily Post of May 1711901 in a jocular manner which
suggests they were well-known then.

Mr J Westall also led “a clever troupe of young female morris dancers,” through a parade in
Clitheroe, (Clitheroe Times, 30" Sept 1904- the first mention of a female team).

No mention of the original men’s team has been found after 1911.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ribble_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lancashire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_of_Bowland

Photograph courtesy of the Morris Ring: NW293 - Morris Dancers Clitheroe Morris Dancers 1911 —
Morris Ring Archive. *“Copyright in these archives from Manchester Morris Men above will be
retained by the Manchester Morris Men but free and unlimited access will be allowed under the
Creative Commons 4.0 BY-SA license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

Early records show a picture of Clitheroe Ladies led by Mr C Winkley in 1919, picture courtesy of
Clitheroe Morris Men Archives, Johnny Haslett, Bruce and Janet Dowles and Roger Park. Notes from
Mr and Mrs Holgate in 1957 mentioned that Tommy Winkley ran a girls’ team immediately after the
war and probably used the same dance as the men used before the Great War as he was the leader
of the men’s team previously, according to Pilling, 1960.

Morris Dancers — Local troop, leader Mr, Winkley 1919,

NB this picture inspired the kit worn by Colne Park High School Bangles Beads and Bloomers, 1982-
1996. Picture courtesy of Janet Dowles and Johnny Haslett from Clitheroe MM Archives. Most of the
teams above wore white, black, red and blue.

At Clitheroe the girls wore clogs until "two of them were hurt by falling while dancing uphill on a wet
road," Pilling, 1960.

“Maypole and Morris dancing by bevy of prettily gowned children from West Bradford,” is
mentioned in 16" June 1933 Clitheroe Advertiser and Times.

“Notable features of the festival will be folk dancing including sword dances by men and morris
dances by women, to the music of the newly formed Bowland Folk Dance Band accordion mandolin,
piano and drum. Two Slaidburn bands are to take part. One is the well-known Silver Band and the
other, the Slaidburn School band, which comprises 14 boys and one girl, 15-year-old Betty Lamb.”
Slaidburn: Clitheroe Advertiser and Times 29" October 1949.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

THECUITHEZE "TEAM D3 oo P PVWX AT GRANGE OUEL SANIE,

“DANCERS ON THE LAWN. Members of Clitheroe Catholic Girls’ Club present a Morris Dance on the
spacious lawns of Standen Hall, and provide us with a Festival Scene of one of the best-known and
most picturesque of all English country dances. This scene was photographed at a garden fete
arranged by the Lancashire Association of Girls” and Mixed Clubs, on Saturday, and it might be taken
as typical of many similar scenes throughout Ribblesdale during this Festival summer. It is good to
know that this flourishing Clitheroe youth club and several other organisations in the
neighbourhood, are helping to ensure that the traditions of this favourite country pastime are not
allowed to lapse.” Clitheroe Advertiser and Times 1% June 1951.

“Morris Dancers. Following the Royal pair came the morris dancers, performing to traditional music
with all the expected grace and charm.” Clitheroe Advertiser and Times 12 June, 1953.

This is the last mention of a Clitheroe team until 1977 when both a re-formed Clitheroe Morris Men
and Clitheroe Ladies Country Fayre began.



Clitheroe Advertiser 25/10/1977|

Picture courtesy of Johnny Haslett, Bruce and Janet Dowles, Roger Park and Clitheroe Morris Men

Archives.
The teams continued until the early 90s.

Country Fayre existed until around the early 1990s.

Picture V Crewe
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Comparison of Notation of The Clitheroe Processional Dance

Modern Clitheroe
Morris Men

Modern Country Fayre

Original Roy Dommett
1978

Girls’ team circa 1919
until circa 1950

Chorus/step up 4
steps

Chorus/step up 8 steps

Chorus/step up 4 steps

Chorus step up

Gypsy back 2 of 4 Gypsy back 2 of 4 Gypsy 2s stay together
divided front 2 divided front 2 or
alternately couples stay as couples
moving
Arches Arches Arches
Fours/hands across Fours/hands across Fours/hands across Right and left across
Hop across Chain Cross over

Run-through

Run-through

Cast up (run-through)

Cross over chassé
across, polka

Insides cast

Cross lines diagonal

Corners cross all at
once

Cast out to finish

There are different versions of the Clitheroe dance recorded. With the exception of the
1919 team, all those found agree with a skipping chorus/step up and polka/rant step used
for figures. The 1919 onwards girls’ team chasséd across, rant stepped and chasséd back and
ranted (may have been a figure or chorus).

hat in Clitheroe, no financial




The oldest notation found so far is from a Mr and Mrs Holgate, taken from Julian Pilling’s notes in
the Alex Helm Collection (book 18 pages 194-5) recorded in 1957 at an interview. They speak of a
men’s team prior to the Great War led by Tommy Winkley followed by a girls’ team he led after the
war. Five figures are given and none bear any resemblance to more modern versions.

Brenda Whalley in 1960 from the same source described briefly some figures which, again, bore no
resemblance to the modern version though sounding very interesting. There was a first figure which
resembles the chorus in other versions

e acastin figure,

e across morris movement where dancers move forward and backwards diagonally
e A corners figure where all 4 cross at once

e A hands across and back (fours/star)

e A castout figure to finish

The tune was Ninety-Five.

As danced by both Clitheroe Morris Men and Clitheroe Country Fayre Ladies in the 1970s-90s, the
Clitheroe dance was different and had several performance differences between the teams as well
as similarities.

The notation available from Roy Dommett (1978) and the CMM'’s own notation was very similar to
CMM’s version and CMM danced this mainly as written.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTalHSSTdfVzdVcjhnSTg/view has details.

The step up was 4 steps backwards in a stately manner for the men, but 8 faster stamps backwards
for the ladies followed by 8 skip steps across the set for both, then repeated in reverse back to place.

The gypsy figure had several different interpretations over a period of time, as written or with
couples staying as couples but exchanging places, in groups of four.

Figures included gypsy, arches, fours (hands across which Dommett has dancers turning in and CMM
as turning out when in the centre), run-through and crossover, used as final figure and done by men
only.

The final figure/hop across was omitted by the ladies but included by the men.
The ladies’ team included a chain figure.

Malkin Morris added a different gypsy as a final figure, since Country Fayre had used two different
gypsy styles at different times.

Tunes used include “The Manchester Hornpipe, “Ninety-Five,” “Salmon Tails,” “Jimmy Allen,” and
“Three Handed Reel from Bromsberrow Heath.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihBf70iPyaY like CMM’s version, much as the more modern
Clitheroe dance. Speckled Hen Dancing Clitheroe.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjEIEgby-jc



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTaIHSSTdfVzdVcjhnSTg/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihBf70iPyaY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjElEgby-jc

Generally similar in steps but differs in details in every figure. Ripon City Morris dance Clitheroe at
Sidmouth 2011.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5JLkefd-Ew _Earlsdon Morris Luxembourg 2014.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxYlashuGT8 Barley Brigg of Suffolk, dancing 'Clitheroe' at the
Potty Morris festival 2014: broadly similar.

Published on 19 June 2011. Three Spires Morris dancing”Clitheroe,” at Wilmcote in 2008
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTalHSSTdfVzdVcihnSTg/view has details.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5S BwRH9t0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIPbiLLMwyOQ published on 28 Apr 2009. A traditional NW-
England morris dance performed by Ringheye Morris of Mobberley as part of the St George's Day
Celebrations in Tatton Park, Cheshire, Saturday 25th April 2009.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5JLkefd-Ew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxYIashuGT8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTaIHSSTdfVzdVcjhnSTg/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5S_BwRH9t0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlPbiLLMwy0

CLITHEROE MORRIS MEN.
NOTATION SHEET NO.2. THE CLITHEROE.
(STICKS ARE POINTING DOWN AT SIDES AT BEGINNING)
CHORUS :

Bars 1-4:walk backwards & steps ,one step every other beat.Start insid(
foot ,bringing the Clog down with emphasis on each step. |
Bars 5-8:turn inside and cross with your partner right shoulders,both
sticks are now pointing up,hands at approximately ear height,-

The skip step is used for the cross and 4 beats are taken ta reaclk the
opposite side.Face front for the fifth beat and remain dancing on the
spot until the eighth beat,

Bars 9-12:walk forward one step every other beat (you are now on the
other side),4 steps in total. : .

Bars 13-16:turn inside and cross right shoulders again as above, !
(THE LEADER DANCES AT THE TOP FACING DOWN THE SET DOING WALK OR POLKA AS
APPROPRIATE.HE SIGNALS THE FALL BACK BY SWINGING RIGHT ARM FORWARD FROM ABOVI
HEAD DOWN IN FRONT OF BODY) :

GIPSY:
(ALL FACE UP THROUGHOUT,USING POLKA STEP AND BOTH HANDS UP.THE PATTERN IS ONE
BEAT ON THE SPOT ,THREE BEATS MOVE,FOUR BEATS ON THE SPOT ETC.) R
Bars 1-4:in fours,everybody dances on the spot for first beat.first
pairs move to their left and backwards half a place,while second pairs
move up to their right ,to form a line of 4 across the set,facing up.
Bars 5-8:polka on the spot in line of four yfacing up. i
Bars 9-12:everybody dances on the spot for first bedt,now a complete
change of place,first pair retiring to second pair place,and second
pair going up to first pair place,
Bars 13-16:polka on spot facing up in lines.
Bars 16-32:repeat above so everybody gets back to original place,
(THE LEADER POLKAS ONTHE SPOT FACING DOWN)

ARCHES ¢
(ALL FACE UP THROUGHOUT ,USING POLKA STEP)
Bars 1-k:first pairs make arches with inside sticks up and crossed and
outside stick down.Polka backwards down outside to second pairs place.
second pairs ,with hands down,polka up under the arch to first
pairs place,ducking under the arch that has been made.
Bars 5-8:repeat with original second pair making the arch etc,
Bars 9-16:repeat Bars 1-8 above.
(THE LEADER POLKAS RIGHT ROUND THE SET OR HALF WAY ROUND AND THEN UP UNDER THE
ARCHES TO THE TOP)

FOURS:
(REMEMBER.....2 TO DANCE IN +4 TO GO ROUND IN A STAR,BREAK AND TURN (OUTWARDS)
FOR 2,BACK FOR 4,BREAK AND DANCE BACK TO PLACE FOR 2,0N THE SPOT FOR 2

Bars 1-2:polka in to form a right handed star,both sticks up.

Bars 3-6:polka round once,outside stick up,inside sticks up together

in centre. i ; ] 4

Bars 7-8:trun out and around to face back again.

Bars 9-12:polka round with left hands in,

Bars 13-14:polka out to place,facing up.

Bars 15-16:polka on the spot. i e
(THE LEADER POLKAS A FIGURE OF EIGHT ROUND THE TWO STARS)

HOP ACROSS:
(ALL FACE UP THROUGHOUT,STICKS UP THROUGHOUT,AND OUTSIDE FOOT LEADING ON THE
CROSSOVER) ~
Bars 1-2:all '"chassey" across,odds in front of the evens,to opposite
side.Lead with outside foot,crossing the inside foot twice,and then
to attention.
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CLITHEROE MORRIS MEN.

NOTATION SHEET NO.2 CLITHEROE....CONT'D.

Bars 3-4:all hop 4 times on inside foo
Bars 5—8:repegt hops,4 on outside foot
attention(sticks still up!).

+
e

»> more on inside foot,then to

Bars 9-10:"chassey" back,outside foot again leading.
Bars 11-16:4 hops on inside foot,4 on outside foot,3 more on inside

foot,then to attention(sticks down! 5
ZADER SIGNALS THE CROSSING BY PLACING AR
ONARY IN YEE CHASSEY AND JOINS IN ON THE

RUN THROUGH: B »
(ALL FACE UP THROUGHOUT,HANDS DOYN WHEN STATIONARY,UP WHSN DANCING)
Bars 1-L:bottom pair polka up centre to top of set,while rest of set

stand to attention.

Bars 5-8:all now polka,the pair who have Jjust come u
for 2,then dance out to side to take front position
iately start-to polka and dance back one place.

Repeat for every pair,

MS OVER CHEST.HE IS EITHER

HOPS,OR, HOPS THROUGHOUT )

Tire whole figure may be repeated at the discretion of the leader, -
(THE LEZADER POLKAS THROUGHOUT ,0R,AT LEAST WHEN EVERYBODY ELSE IS DOING THE POLK.
HE COMES DOWN THE CENTRE OF THE SET AND LEADS
THE TOP)

THE LAST PAIR UP THE MIDDLE TO

P the middle,hold
sTest of set immed-

o
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WMF/1978/Issue 1/RD ‘
Page 1. @

CLITHEROE

Source:
Music:

Sticks: short, held at bottom, long ribbons attached to top.

Once to Self: all face up with hands down at sides

Repetitive Movement: ''Step-Up': ©between each figure.

All face up to start.

Bars 1 - 2: walk backwards 4 steps, start inside foot, hands at sides, turn to face
opposite across set on 4th step.

Bars 3 - 4: facing across, change sides with skip step, passing right shoulders, and
having both hands up, turning to face up on the last hop.

Bars 5 - 6: facing up, walk forward, on other side, hands at sides, turn to face back
across set on 4th step.

Bars 7 - 8: facing across, change sides back, with skip step, hands up and passing
right shoulders, ending facing upe.

The Conductor dances at the top facing down the set, doing walk step or hopstep as

appropriate. He signals the fall back by swinging right arm forward From above head

down in front of body.

FIGURE 1 ~ Gipsy - in 4's

All face up throughout, using polka step throughout and both hands up. The pattern is

2 bars move, 2 bars hold the position. Conductor polkas on spot facing down.

Bars 1 - 2: in 4's, first pairs move in shoulder to shoulder and backwards half a place,
while second pairs move up outside them to form a line of 4 across the set, facing up.

Bars 3 ~ 4: polka on spot in line of % facing up. Make this a definite feature.

Bars 5 - 6: complete change place by first pair retiring to second pair place and
second pair going up outside to first pair place.

Bars 7 - 8: polka on spot facing up in columm.

Bars 9 - 16: repeat to place with original first pair moving up the outside.

End hands down at sides to start step-up.

FIGURE 2 - Arches - in 4's

All face up throughout, using polka step.

Bars 1 - 4: in 4's, first pairs make arches with inside~sticks: up and-crossed ands "
outside stick up as well and polka backwards down outside to second pairs' place.
Second pairs, with hands down, polka up under the arch to first pairs' place, ducking
a little in going under.

Bars 5 - &: carfry on round to original place with original second pair making arch.

Bars 9 - 16: Repeat.

The Conductor polkas right round the set or half way round and then up under the arches
to the top.

FIGURE 3 - Hands Across - in 4's.

Bars 1 - 2: polka in to form right hands across, all facing round clockwise.

Bars 3 - 8: polka round about 1% turns, outside stick up vertically, inside sticks up

vertically together in centre.



WME/19578/Issue 1/RD
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Turn in, clockwise at end to face back.

Bars 9 - 14: polka round with left hands in, counterclockwise.

Bars 15 - 16: polka out to place, ending facing up, odds turning right to do sa.

The Conductor polkas a figure 8 round the two stars.

FIGURE 4 ~ Cross Over - in pairs. 7

All face up throughout.

Bars 1 - 2: all "chassey!" across, odds in front of evens, to opposite place. Not an
open step but cleosed, crossing feet over, left foot lead, that is across in front, when
going to the right and vice versa.

Bars 3 = 4: all hop 4 times on inside foot, shaking free leg in front

Bars 5 - 8: repeat hops, 4 on outside foot, 4 more on inside foot.

Bars 9 - 10: chassey back, closed step again, other foot leading.

Bars 11 - 16: & hops on inside, % on outside, 4 more on inside foot.

The Conductor signals the crossing by crossing arms cver chest. He is either
stationary in the chassey and joins in on the hops or hops throughout.

FIGURE 5 - Cast up - whole set.

All face up throughout. Whole set movement.

“Bars 1 - 41 bottom pair polka up centre of set to top, inside hands touching, while
rest of set stand still. Start inside foot across first in the polkas.

Barg 5 = 3: all polka, rest move back one place in sét, bottom pair move out to
take top place.

Repeat for every pair.

The Conductor polkas throughout or at least when everyone is polkaing. He comes

down centre of set and leads the last pair up the centre to the top.

Dommett, Roy, https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTalHSbUdDUVI9laGtwM1k/view.

Dance descriptions and commentary are © Roy L. Dommett and Anthony G. Barrand and are
published here with their permission. The text may be printed for own use, under Creative
Commons license (Attribution-Non Commercial-Share Alike: CC BY-NC-SA). Credit Roy L. Dommett
and Anthony G. Barrand and the CDSS Online Library



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTaIHSbUdDUV9IaGtwM1k/view
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHLu48i78kW59JpIdObQg7lIz00Cw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHLu48i78kW59JpIdObQg7lIz00Cw

Sources

Burnley Express 9™ May 1900 Clitheroe Morris Dancing “Tomorrow”

Clitheroe Advertiser and Times Friday 4" May 1900 Clitheroe Morris Dancing

Clitheroe Advertiser 16th June 1933 “Maypole and Morris Dancers”

Clitheroe Advertiser 29" October 1949: Slaidburn

Clitheroe Advertiser and Times 1°t June 1951 “Dancers on the Lawn”

Clitheroe Advertiser and Times 16" June 1933 “Maypole and Morris dancing by bevy of prettily
gowned children from West Bradford”

Clitheroe Advertiser and Times, 12 June 1953 “Morris Dancers Following the Royal Pair”
Clitheroe Advertiser 25" October 1977: “Lessons for morris men”

Clitheroe Advertiser 28" February 1980, “Morris dancers trip the light fantastic”

Clitheroe Morris Men Archives, courtesy of Johnny Haslett and Janet and Bruce Dowles and Roger
Park, Clitheroe Morris Men notation version updated in 1980

Clitheroe Morris Men Archives, courtesy of Johnny Haslett and Janet and Bruce Dowles and Roger
Park. Picture at Grange Over Sands, 1930

Clitheroe Morris Men Archives, courtesy of Johnny Haslett and Janet and Bruce and Janet Dowles
and Roger Park, from the Clitheroe Advertiser 25" October1977 picture Morris Men Take Lessons
Clitheroe Times 30" September 1904 “a clever troupe of young female morris dancers, “ - parade in
Clitheroe.

Dommett, Roy, 1982 https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTalHSSTdfVzdVcjhnSTg/view Dance
descriptions and commentary are © Roy L. Dommett and Anthony G. Barrand and are published

here with their permission. The text may be printed for your own use, under Creative Commons
license (Attribution-Non Commercial-Share Alike: CC BY-NC-SA). credit Roy L. Dommett and
Anthony G. Barrand and the CDSS Online Library

Mr Winkley’s Morris Dancers 1919 picture, courtesy of Clitheroe Morris Men Archives, Johnny

Haslett and Bruce and Janet Dowles

The Clitheroe notation available from Roy Dommett (1978) Morris Federation
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B94GzSWSEeV7TnFhRzFOM2R2S2s/view see copyright notice
above

Lancashire Daily Post of May 17%'1901 Clayton Rose Queen Crowning Ceremony

Pilling, Julian, notes in the Alex Helm Collection (book 18 pages 194-5) notes from Mr and Mrs
Holgate in 1957

Pilling Julian, Helm, Alex, University College, London 19/1 p194-6 (notes by Julian Pilling April 1960)
Preston Guardian July 10" 1897 Grindleton Jubilee Festival quoted by Johnny Haslett in Morris
Dancers and Rose Queens” p257

Morris Ring Archive: Picture of St James Morris Dancers Photograph courtesy of the Morris Ring:
NW293 - Morris Dancers Clitheroe Morris Dancers 1911 — Morris Ring Archive with thanks to Duncan
Broomhead. *

*“Copyright in these archives from Manchester Morris Men above will be retained by the
Manchester Morris Men but free and unlimited access will be allowed under the Creative Commons
4.0 BY-SA license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxYlashuGT8 Barley Brigg of Suffolk, dancing 'Clitheroe' at the
Potty Morris Festival 2014

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5JLkefd-Ew Earlsdon Morris Luxembourg 2014

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihBf70iPyaY . Old Speckled Hen Dancing Clitheroe



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7URBRCTaIHSSTdfVzdVcjhnSTg/view
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHLu48i78kW59JpIdObQg7lIz00Cw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHLu48i78kW59JpIdObQg7lIz00Cw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B94GzSWSEeV7TnFhRzF0M2R2S2s/view
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxYIashuGT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5JLkefd-Ew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihBf70iPyaY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIPbiLLMwyOQ Published on 28 April 2009. A traditional NW-
England morris dance, performed by Ringheye Morris of Mobberley as part of the St George's Day
Celebrations in Tatton Park, Cheshire, Saturday 25th April 2009.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjEIEgby-jc. Ripon City Morris dance 'Clitheroe' at Sidmouth
2011

Published on 19 June 2011 Three Spires Morris dancing "Clitheroe,” at Wilmcote in 2008
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5S BwRH9t0



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlPbiLLMwy0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjElEgby-jc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5S_BwRH9t0

