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OLD COLE MORRIS

Source : Video of Merridale Morris Day of Dance 1986.

Mixed clog team, women in left file, men in right file.

BURY HILL

Believe that this is a dance composed by this team from Rochdale.  Not sure that all of dance was videoed.
The use of close ups in the recording means that some of the notation is the best that can be seen but not
necessarily fully accurate.

Set : 8 dancers in two files facing up to start.
Sticks : two short sticks, normal position candles.
Steps : skips, polka.

UP-STREET - start of dance and between figures.

Face up.  Skip forward 2 bars, hands in candle position, start right foot.  Two polkas on spot, right foot
forward first, right hand up at side and flicked/shaken forward on the first strong beat, and left hand into
small of back, stick nearly vertical, repeat other foot and hands.  Skip back and polka twice facing up.
Repeat but last two polkas facing across the set to opposite.

FIGURES

1A. All polka on spot, candles, facing across to opposite, for 4 bars.  Cross over with opposite, passing to
the left, but turning body so as to face throughout, candles, 4 bars, cross back, and 4 polkas on spot facing
across.

1B. As 1A but dancers change along the sides.  Nos 1 and 5 change passing right shoulders, not turning,
and retire backwards along the same track to starting place.  At the same time Nos 3 and 7 change places
passing left shoulders etc.  The even side do the same, ie not mirror image.

2A. In 4’s, candles throughout, top pairs move in and face down and skip down set to end between
seconds, 4 bars, all facing across the set, 2 v 2, in one line.  The inner pair skip a back-to-back passing
right shoulders first, while the outer pair dance up the side of the set to end in the top pairs’ starting place,
facing across, 4 bars.  Repeat with the new top pair, for all to end in places.

2B. In 4’s, star, 2 bars to form, candles, then right hand star, inside arms diagonally sloping down at 45°
into a low basket, outside arms sloping up at 45°, go round 4 bars of skip, turn outwards to face back,
candles, 2 bars.  Left star back for 6 bars, arms forming a high basket in centre and outer arms sloping
down and out.  Out to place in 2 bars, candles.

3A. Polka on the spot facing across.

3B. In 4’s, diagonals cross.  First corners, then seconds, then firsts back, seconds back. 2 bars to cross
passing right shoulders and then 2 bars to turn the easy way to face back across.

4. All polka on spot facing across, candles, till join in movements.  The first 4 bars are polkas on spot,
while the top pair, approach and turn to face down the centre of the set at the top.  The top pair dances
down the middle to the bottom, making an inside arch with sticks, casts out round the bottom pair and
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come up the outside, candles.  As each pair is passed they join in, about every bar, going down the middle,
making arches, and up the outside.  At the top the top pair face down in place and use their inside sticks to
make an arch.  They polka on the spot while the rest come though and each in turn forms an arch facing
down.  All face down and polka on spot for 4 bars, then polka on spot facing down still with candles, 4
bars.  Progressive hey, started by the bottom pair facing an dpassing right shoulders across the set, working
up the “wrong” side and back down own side to place, candles.  As dancers pass, 2 polkas per passing,
they snatch down the inside hand.

End dance on an Up-street.

THE MOLLIE MORRIS from Oldham

Set : 8 dancers in two files facing up to start.
Slings : one twist of both hands per walking step, the emphasis being on the going forward.  Two

twists per polka step.
Steps : Polkas, walking steps.

WALK-UP

Walk forward, 1 2 3 and kick forward, starting inside foot.  Retire 1 2 3 and kick back (leaning forward a
little).  Repeat but turn outwards to face across on last 2/3 steps, ending with feet together.  Starting facing
across all turn on the spot, upwards (odds anti-clock, evens clock) marking time, 8 steps in 4 bars, then
polka on spot facing across to opposite for 4 bars.

ORDER

Walk-Up
Turn Partner : 2 polkas to approach, turn by right hand till in single line along centreline of set.  Turn

in and left hand turn back, polka out.
Cross Over : all face up throughout, cross over sideways with 4 polka steps, odd side in front, and

back to place, new odd side in front, turning out at end to face down.
Walk-Down : mirror image of Walk-Up.
Stars : star right and left, turn in at half way.
Up in Fours : in 4’s, 4 polkas moving into lines of four, seconds between first, inside hands on

neighbour’s shoulders.  Walk-Up and back twice in this formation.  4 polkas falling
back to face across in place.

Reels : lines of four on sides dance reels of 4, polka step, both hands behind back holding
own hands, pass right shoudler first, extra loops at ends on own.

Outside : cast from top, with slinging again, down outside, turn in at bottom, and come up the
centre in pairs, inside arms on shoulders.  Top pair turn in in bar 6 and back to place by
bar 12.  All 4 bars on spot facing up.

Stepping : all turn to face opposite and put both hands on opposite’s shoulders and “step”. 8 bars
of step.
Step (2 bars)  = cross right foot in front of left, put right foot out to side, cross right foot
behind left, feet together side by side.  In repeats alternate leading foot.

Polka : all dance polkas on spot facing across the set, for 8 bars.
Walk-Up
Turn Partner
Cross Over
Walk-Down
Stars
Up in Fours
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Reels
Outside
Stepping : 4 bars of step, 4 bars of polka falling back to place.
Walk-Up : end turn out and face across, hands in the air.


