ILMINGTON

Notes prepared to go with Instructional for Fenstanton Morris by
Sue Swift.
October 19th 1§g6.

These dances are based on some of Roy Dommett's K interpretations
of the source material for the Morris of Ilmington,
Warkwickshire.

Sources: -

A Handbook of Morris Dances - Lionel Bacon

Ilmington Dances - R Dommett from Sharp's MSS

MSS Material on the Ilmington Morrises 1805-1930 (R Dommett's
notes on Sharp's MSS) ’

The Morris Book - Sharp Pt I p102-117

Video of Advanced Cotswold Morris Workshop with R Dommett Feb
1986 - Tape 2 5940

Jockie to the Fair - jig - S Swift.

Points of interest:
MBI describes Sharp's reconstruction of an earlier (1867) form
of the dances not what he actually saw.

Reference to galleys is:- Proper rule (in figures) is to +turn
outwards and shake leg to make bells ring.

Reference to slows is:- In one dance they used to kneel down.
(Could be like Bampton's Flowers of Edinburgh.)

Origins:- Ilmington probably danced at the Dover Games (C17th)
but were definitely around in 1804. Dates are muddled but the
team was repeatedly revived - probably about 1860, again about
1887 for the Jubilee encouraged by Bidford Side under D'Arcy
Ferrars, 1897,1906 and up to 1945.

It is possible that some of the Bidford dances were old
Ilmington dances.

Tunes referred to by Sam Bennett included:- Lively Jig, Bumpus
of Stretton, Figure Eight, We Won't Go Home 'Til Morning,
Shepherd's Hey, Cuckoo's Nest, The Keeper, Jockie to the Fair,
Step and Fetch Her, Blow Away the Morning Dew, Black Joke, Maid
of the Mill, Dusty Miller, 0Old Woman Tossed Up. The tune Flowers
of May quoted in Bacon for the processional does not appear to
exist, .

Stepping Style:- as Kimber danced at Headington. The advice was
to keep knees straight, always turn out and never let heels
touch ground. '



DANCES FOR THIS WORKSHOP

OLD WOMAN TOSSED UP - sidestep and half hey dance
BUMPUS - column dance

MAID OF THE MILL - linked hankie dance

THE KEEPER - hankie dance

CONSTANT BILLY - two stick dance

OYSTER GIRL - stick dance

JOCKIE TO THE FAIR - jig

Starting Foot:
Outside foot (can be Left)

Stepping Sequence:
2 double steps, 2 step hops, step, jump (land).

Hand movements:

Down and Up (from shoulder height) x3, snatch to change
direction, Up and flick.

(1stb = DU, 2ndb = DU, 3rdb = DU + snatch, 4thb = U + flick)
Hands Down & Up with capers

Both hands move in stick dances as with hankies.

Figures:

Once to Yourself (snatch, jump, hands up and flick)

Foot Up then Faciny (can be dewn) stationary, turn out on jump
Half Hands, (rt then 1lt, turn away from opposite)

Back to Back (as above)

Cross and Turn (pa:s rt, turn 1lt, pass 1lt, turn rt)

Rounds (turn out to right, reform set, repeat in same direction
All Up - 3 plain capers,jump (land)

Half Hey:

Tops between middles, outside bottoms, turn out
Middles up outside tops, turn out, inside bottoms
Bottoms turn out, inside tops, outside middles
Repeat as above despite changed position in set.



DANCES
OLD WOMAN TOSSED UP (hankie sidestep and half hey dance)
Figures are as above.

Chorus:

Long open sidestep to left (1&2&3&4 hop)

Long open sidestep to right, jump to position (1&2&3 jump/land)
At the same time Wave with leading arm {(up and out to start)

two Waves per bar (4 for 0SS left)(3 for 0SS right). Both hands
continue up and out with the jump to make a show and reach
balance position.

Half Hey.

LOSS left, LOSS right and jump, Half Hey to place.

BUMPUS OF STRETTON (hankie column dance)

Figures are as above except that there is no Foot Up (as the
chorus resembles a FU) so the Chorus is danced to the A music
and the figures to the B Music.

Chorus:

Facing Up, top couple dance 2ds,2sh,sj. Move forward about one
position on 2ds.

Top two couples dance 2ds,2sh,sj again moving fwd

All 3 couples dance 2ds, 2sh, sj again moving £fwd

Half Hey (tops are whoever is in position 1 and 2 for this dance
only).

MAID OF THE MILL (linked hankie dance)

Figures are the same as above except that the set and
directional movements are restricted by the linked hankies.

Also there are no hankie movements apart from the right arm held
up to keep the hankies taut or occasionally lowered.

Start with hankies held up.

Chorus:

Spin - All turn up and out (2sh), 2sh on spot facing, repeat.
Half Hey - hankies are held down when passing between another
couple and up high when passing outside another couple. Change
height every bar (1ds or 2Zsh) or after two bars (with turn).
Repeat Spin and Half Hey.



THE KEEPER (Hankie dance)
Figures: As OWTU

Chorus:

Move into a line down centre of set and facing opposite (1ds to
dance in and face, 1ds on spot) move back to place 2 sh sj.

Half Hey. ) .

Repeat Line and Half Hey.

CONSTANT BILLY (two stick corner dance)

Figures:

Both hands move with the sticks as with hankie movements.

Sticks are held up and crossed (own) to start and finish.
Clashes are own sticks together above head at the end of every
phrase of music (with jump/land).

Chorus:

1st corners - facing diagonally across, move gquickly towards
diagonal dancing 7 plain capers + jump/land. At the same time
the stick movement is:-

tog (rt on top); rt (with 4 opp); tog (1t on top); 1t (with d
opp); tog (rt on top); rt (with d opp); 1t (with d opp); Dboth
(with & opp, odds outside, evens inside).

Then 1st corners continue past each other (rt shoulder) to
opposite corner (2 ds) turning to left (2 sh) ending facing
diagonal (step jump/land) a clash, sticks up and crossed.

This is repeated by the 2nd then 3rd corners in turn. When
about to dance from a stationary position, do the OY movement.

OYSTER GIRL (single stick corner dance)

Figures:

Both hands move with the stick as in hankie movements.

Sticks are held up and crossed (with opposite) at start and
finish. Clashes are with opposite at end of every phrase with
jump/land - not as easy as it sounds!

Chorus:

Can be one of several stick tappings. This one .is:- alternate
tips/butts corresponding to 7 step hops (rt ft start) with tips
clash and jump /land at end of phrase.

Half Hey.

Repeat sticking and Half Hey.



JOCKIE TO THE FAIR (single or double Jig)

(A) 2A B 2C B 2C B (If double, dancers alternate for A and C
but dance together for B)

Usual hand mcvements and steps but start left foot.

A: 6 ds 2 step hops, step jump/land, hands are 7x DU snatch, up
and flick. .

B: 2 basic open sidesteps (1lt), (2 high twists leading hand)
1 ds (DU) ‘
2 basic open sidesteps (rt), (2 high twists leading hand)
1 ds (DU)
2 sh (DU + snatch), step jump/land (up + flick)
4 plain capers (DU) :

1 short oss 1t (2 high twists leading hand)
1 short oss rt (2 high twists leading hand)

2 sh, sj + 4 plain capers as before.

1st C: Handclapping (Slow) ¥,URK,F,ULK,F,B,F,Show (both arms up)
(Normal speed) - 2sh,sj (Hands DU + snatch, up + flick)
Repeat with slow music for handclapping and normal speed
for 2 sh sj.

2nd C: Slow Music (starts at beginning of bar)
Cross Apart Tog x5 (rt leg in front for cross then alt)
Normal speed - 2 ds 2sh sj (usual movements)

Galleys can be put into all dances during the 3rd bar of a
normal phrase (2ds galley sj) corresponding to the turn away
from opposite. RD feels that they only fit well in Half Gyp and
Cross and Turn (not in Foot Up or Back to Back)! In the heys the
galley occurs during the turn which will be in the 3rd bar for
tops, 2nd bar for middles and 1st bar for bottoms. (Inside ft
start).



