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FILKINS 
 

This idea was taught as “Filkins” because it was “near” Bampton in character.  As far as know its only 

public appearance was at a Thaxted weekend with a Bath City side. 

 

A Line Morris. 
 

The concept is rather like turning the set inside out.  The team’s starting position is in one line rather than 

in two lines, <1 <2 <3 <4. 

 

Figures : 
 

Foot-Up etc As one would expect. 

Half-Gip   Done moving out to the side, two going one way and two the other, and 

the second half being to the other side.  Suggest that the set is thought of as normally 1>  

<2  3>  <4, so that dancers do the first half to their left and the second to their right.  

Note that this is out at right angles to the line not to shoulder to shoulder as with the 

normal Cotswold Morris. 

Back-to-Back Done along the line with the dancer one is facing. 

Rounds    The dancers move out to their left so that they move easily 

into a circle going clockwise. 

Hey    Is a Reel of Four along the centre line. 

 

Choruses : 
 

Some choruses are easily adapted by, 

 

(a) dancing the distinctive part in the pairs and then doing a half reel.  Examples could be clapping dances. 

 

(b) move forward during the distinctive part, passing as in a reel, and then doing a half reel back to place.  

In this arrangement there is no need to repeat the second half of a chorus to get back to place!  Examples 

could be “Bobbing Around” and other active dances that do not require partner interaction. 

 

(c) corner dances are achieved by the ends of the set passing and changing places along the set centre line 

while the others step out to the side, all the dancers move round the circle at the end of an exchange to let 

the next corner cross.  After the exchanges all are back to place! 

 

This concept seems to go well with the Bampton handkerchief dances. 

 

This was originally realised as a tradition for six dancers. 

 

I think there are more notes and ideas to be found. 

 


