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. One must not judge all morris by the yardstick of the
~Cotswold dances which efter all is only one flower on the folk
tree.Any custom is only as elaborate as necessary to £ill the
need which occasions it in its community.The emphasis may be
different.Simplicity of step may be compensated by variety of
figure from dance fo dance,or by elaboration of cotume even to
the point of fancy dress,or by increase in the impressiveness
of the noise either through using a band or percussion
instruments such as tambourines and bones.This compensation
should be borne in mind in presenting other morris to the
morris world or to the public.

, The intrusion of country dance elements into the morris
outeide the Cotswolds is largely a myth.Molly dancing includes
triple minor longways done.as whole sets and two of the Winster
dances are recognisably community dances but in general the
morris lacks the physical contact,the partner response and the
figure movements (particularly the progression) of the social
dance.™t is the experience of most collectors that ordinary
‘people equate morris and country dance music and movements —
this and an ignorance of the existing traditions probably led
~to the idea.
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STEEPLE CTAYDEN — Buckinghamshire
"OLD MOTHER OXFORDY
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:Only tume played by -Inwood -~ "01d Mother Oxford®, . v
Clapping Dance - start in line facing in pairs 1-2,3-4,5-6,
Dance a straight hey,called a "double' ending up as at start.
Normal morris step -~ Inwood danced with great vitality & spring
for a man of /7, throwing his legs further & therefore higher than
. mOrris man are used to do & keeping them very nearly straight
though hip joints wonderfully loose & flexible,
Then they clapped.in the usual manner’ as in Shepherd's Hey or
None So Pretty.After second “double" ended 1,2-3,4-56, 1 & 6
being neutral. Dance continues ad 1ib. _ o
Stick Dance - sometimes used sticks instead of clapping.Sharp
remarked that it was apparently very like the morris at Imdlow
& White Ladies Aston.’ S :

HEADINGTON QUARRY — Oxfordshire

Kimber's tune for the Morris Reel he called "Bold Huzzar“,He
also used a version of "Soldier's Joy“.No handkerchiefs used.

Travelling step - a quite morris step based on 3 running steps
& a hop.Ordinary hand movements,without handkerchiefs,rather
milder than usual for Headington.

Reel step ~ it is similar to the stationary "polka®™ step of
Morpefth Rant & other country dances.On the first beat of a bar
the ball(or heel) of the free foot is tepped on the ground in
front of the other foot.Schofield remarked that the toe was
well turned out as it is tapped.Sharp noted that the legs were
well crossed & the toe of the front foot well pointed.In the
reel part the arms are "a Kimbo™ (not Swedish fashion) hands
on hips,fingers to the front. "For you see you dance with
your waist,not anything else®,
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Recl for Six:= stand all 6 facing up - no once to sclf.Continuous
reol LcC Gthrough,startcd progressively by tops casting out- & going
bohind "2ad cu’& betwoen 3rd. (16 bars) Partners face & step (8 bars)
Partncrs change places passing by the right using the sarc recl step.
ey as Before c¢ through on other sidc (16 bars) FPartincrs face &
recl step with toes .again (8 bars) Partners change pack as beforc
using resl sicep with loes(8 bars) Repeat all - using heel in the
reel stepping.Bad with a final hcy done once & ali-up

Reel for Fours-Stand in linc facing up.wWhen wusic scarts Nos.l & 3
cast to thcir 1¢ft and start the hey-for-four by passing 2 & 4 by the
left.Two coplete heys to get back to place - end 1 facing 2, 3 facing
4.(16 bars) Recl with toes (8 bars) in the 8th bar 2 & % change
places by casting to the right.dext 8 bars 1 facing 3 etc.Next hey
staited by 1 & 3, 2 & 4 passing by the right.In next recl with toes
2.& .3 again cast to right in Lar 8 to- places. Then ropeat heys &
rcel wish heels.Bnd with singlc hey & Jusp all facing up.

Roel for ‘hrecs— Hey for thrce — No.l casts 6o ©the left & passcs 2
by the 1cft.No.l faccs down & % faces up throughout the reel stepping
while No.1 first Taccs No.l & in bar 8 turns tn Tacec No.5.5ccond hey
starts by 2 passing 3 by the rizht.In che adxt recl stepvning 2 faces
5 first & then No.,l & next hey starts 1 & 2 pass by right.Dancce cnds

oY

with singlc hey & all facc up.

I
UPTON SWODSBURY - Worc

so¢ kind of
.ddle an tapned

0

A threc handed rceel with heys & stick tapping.Dia
stepping throughout the dance.Stick tapoiag 3
o T

altcrnately with the —en ner . side of hi-,

MI TCHELDEAN,/BROMSBERROY HEATH

tunes - at liitcheldean ~ Cock Ofthe North,Flowors of Edinburgh

b

.~ at Brorsberrow - 3 hended recl (E.D.& S.Sept.1959 P 94)

MRS .B.HILL. 19S50 . ' ' ‘
A £m -
§E§?f&”ff?jﬁfIiﬁfljﬂ}ﬁ”;

e
Y

-

sticks - about 30" long & stout. - oo A ,
Stick Dance - start 1-2,3-4,5-6.facing in one line in pairs.
Shoulder sticks & walk or ‘“arch’ a complete recl to first part of
tune played twice (16 bars) Eand facing in pairs as at start - then
caper vigourously on alternatc fcet on the 5p0¢ — clashing sticks
at thc top,alternately forehand & backhand,on each caper for the
sccond part of the tune played oncc only (8 bars), Thig, done.ad 1ib
terpo getting faster.The leader callcd “off¥ for the reel- & “‘set”
for tho clashing. : ' '
Stepping Dince - as stick dance in the hey. At ¥itcheldea
Just rcplacced sticks.At Brorsberrow stepping done facing
8 bars & then repcatced with partners with backs o each o

n -stepping
partner for
ther (8 bars)




BRIMFIRTD — Horcford | Other: Morrig 5.

tunc:-any polka - soretires schottiches played rather slow.

sticks:- short about 6 to 8% x 14" diar, 4 o :
Start 4 men in a line facing in pairs 1-2,3-4, 2 & 5 hold their stick
in both hands resting their hands on the »idriff; 1 & 4 strike these
held sticks fror side to side as in single stick for 8 bars in rhyth-
with the nusic.This is "napping®.Then 1 & 4 dance a "figure 8" (not a
hey) around 2 & % who rciain in their place rarking tirfe.No.l passes
partner first by the right & then 1 basses before 4 in going between
2 & 3.A11 call "Ho!" bofore start of figure & and use plain steps or
hopsteps.Instead of figure 8 can do - A
i.swing in pairs(arns round waist).ii.setting to right & left,
iii,link arrms first right & then left.Suggest the following order~

Nap/figurév8/nap/set/nap/figure 8/nap/arn/nap/figurc 8/nap/swing.
Cawte says 4 hands across — .8 bars each way - as well.
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UPTON ON SEVERN .

Stick Danccs-rusic - hornpipes - Brighton Carp,Yankec Doodle,Keel
Roll etc.played in 1925, _
step ;- only Joe Griffen of side did anything like systematic -
footing,He did sorething approaching a ~orris step.He hcld his feet
& little distance apart-& had his legs very bowed.In 4/3 step the
free leg would be swung across the supporting leg on the 4th step.
Tfigures:- , B
MORRIS ~ whole rounds clockwise, : _
- BACK-TO-BACK PASSING RIGHT (LEFT) -~ partncrs back—to-back in 4 bars
passing right shoulders (left) first & then dancc in rosition
for 4 bars, ; .
THREE TOP - (middles to the right) Nos,1;2 & 4 do hey (recl) for
threo,No.4‘passing No.l by the left.®nds do not turn out to -
start.Nos.6,3 & 5 hay, No.3 passing -

No.6 by the left . | ‘*\Jﬁigi;a
‘Reels done across top & bobtbor

 dc " *
as in sketch, \\4
Middles return to place by going
o round corners, place., T 4 :g—sx'
SIDES -~ hey for threc on elther sidec, top : -
couple passing between the ~iddle couple.
dance:— . , o '
Oncs to self - no ovenent,
Morris R CoT
B%ktob%kpamh@xﬁgm
Back to back passing left
- Three Top o o o
Sides :
Morris & all -in




Uther itlorris 4.
Partincrs strikc sticks at beginning of cach cvolution not at cond
CHORUS - bevwecn each figure dance"Sticks & Dance in Positicnt.
Partncers strikc sticks .fro: right to left at thc beginning of cach
bar hitting tips & butts alternately (8 bars - stepping all tine)
Dancers rake a quick whole turn left about (clock) then dance in
position facing partners while stick Tapping.
Handkcrchief dancos—
music ~ Jigs - Boanncts So Blue used in 1925.
step - a sort of running step cxcept when dancing in position whon
4/3,4/2 or “change,change” used indiscirinatecly.T rccoriend hopsteps,
hands - very indefinate - nostly swing back & forward with ~arkoed
upward flick but other variants were i.,ar .s swung alternately
il noticesbly in heys a circular -overcnt in vertical wlane in

front of body,made alteranately with right hand c.cl & lcft hand cl
iii.a figurc 8 with 2 hands noviag in parallel directions.
iv.dip Cown & together as at Adderbury. : '
dance - :
Once to self - no ~oveient
Morris : '

Back-to-back passing right
Back-to-back passiag left

fhrce top - done twice : w  Ey x
Sides ~ done Twice S5 Y
Corners ~ Nos.l & 6 rove toward cacl: othecr L&

and face whilst Nos.2 & 4 face & 3 & 5 facec:
this turns set through 45 deg. :
Standing thus dance in position 8 bars. - x R
e X ,
tow with 2 & 4 as leaders, :
Back-to-back passing right
Back-io-back passing left
Three Top (twice)
Sides (twice)
Morris & all-in facingz centre,
Karpclos not surc if dance in position should be done only at
corners or 1f it should also come before cach cvolutbion as in
stick dancec.

EVESHAM col.by J Hargreaves. set of 10 ren .5 a side.

Stick Dance _ -
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Other Morris 5

Al - Hit sticks

Bl ~ Hopstep facing partner

A2 —~ Hit sticks

B2 - Cross Over, turn & approach(6 bars) hopstep facing (2 bars)

A3 —~ Hit sticks ,

C - Hopstep - transfer stick to left hand & handk +o right & face
round to right - sticks in niddle.Dance round in circle anticl
waving -handk fron wrist, singing “Fanny<Frail”,At‘ond transfer
back again. '

AL — Hit sticks..

' Ad 1ib.f rom Bl,

°

“Farcwell,Farewcll, Farcwell iy Fanny Frail
For T .iet ny little Sally,at the corner of the alley.
With ny rwwp a dunp a doocdle dur a day.

Handkerchief Dance:~-I have doubled leagth of what is in MSS)
Tuncs - Bonncets so Blue.

Hopstep.
Hands - wave for 6 bars - once to cach hopstep then 2. tires down
fron the wrist,finishing up with 2 circular motions.
Bars 1-8 Hopstep facing partner.
9-16 Cross Over & Back
17-24 Whols rounds
(&)

PSRSHORE ~ 8 ren, 4 a side.

Sticks - partners alternately hit tips ri:ht o 15ft &ad butts left
to risht for first 4 bars of each phrase.
Figures - all tap sticks at end of phrase.In the 2nd 4 bars of each
phrase do
1.1,2,3 cus do half hands or sticks while bottor: couple 30 up
the oubside te the top (or the Treverse)
ii.Change sides.
iii.half hey down tho sides.

fairly cobviously other such ~overments could be included,
J
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Other Morris 6.

For each figure of the dance a different tune was played.Onc above.
The step throughout the dance was sivilar to the Ilamborough. step. -
For stick tapping & throughout the dance the sticks were held at the
end.The step is continuced throughout the Gapping .

Chorus:— Straight half hey.(single as at Flanborough.sic. )
T Stick tapping -~ tap risht to left on 1lst & widdlc beats,
Half Hey back ‘
Stick tapping.
~ asswutie 8 dancers. '
5 change stick to left hand & link with partners,ars round
les & all Face up (presurably) and do whols hcy for 4 cus,
, 584 dance round clockwise while 5,6,7&3 continue stick stepping
stepping. '
5.6,78&8 dance round clockwise while 1-4 stick &% step. |
. Crosa- Over (called “se:'),stick tapping,cross back,stick tapping.
Processional Up - eachicouple in turn processés up viddle & back
5.Processional Down. . ~ MR ‘ ’
1st cu.moves down to bothor on outside of set while rest tap sticks.
(or botter: to top) . o _ o
lst couple lead down niddle, the rest following & left hand file
turning partner Under thdir -arms ( as in Country Dancing)
Partners swing.
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Dance starts with once to yoursclf facin; partnor. Then begin with a
chorus & alterrnate the chorus with figures onding with a chorus.

10.-Rounds half way round - either direction.

No need for dancers to reciurn to their own nlaces.
They sang carols & did step dances in between.

LEOMINSTER WEOBLEY/DILYYN )-Herefordshire

A stick dance for 4 couples (Leather) or 8 cus (Sharp)
Sticks:~ short ,about 6 to 8 “ long X 15" dias.
1.Start facing partner.Nap=strike sticks to rhythr 0¢=e0.u~o/0,0,0.=/
for 16 bars ( 2 strains) o
2. all face up & cvens chassez to left & odds +o rizht (odds behind
evens? ) — 4 bars across & 4 bars hack - rcpeat 16 bars in all
to second part of tune twice.
5. Nap again. _
4. Hands across in 4's holding up. sticks in the disengased hand. To

The rizht first for 8 bars & then back for 8 barschb
Repeat ad inf. :

In 1920%s teas: of 5 - two with sticks,16" long - one each with
triangle,tanbourine & relodeon.The First 4 danced - in a circle
they crossed over,bowed,circled & hit sticks.

Percussion instruents
Drusiz- Pershore ~ ~ 7 . ¢ . - o .
Triangle:-Huch Wenlock, Leorinster, White Ladie. Aston,: -
Tambourines s-Much Wenlock, Iconinster ,W.L.Aston Upton on Sévern
Bones:s-Much Wenlock,




Other Morris 7, .
PHIUCH WENTOCK — snlcp — Xarpolos col.fro Badon Minton 50.3,57

sticks:— 14 * long x 4 © circun, undccorated,

Dance caiic fron Hoier.a nile away in 1880's5.01d tcar last care out
before WW I.Nr.Minton danced with thea.He rovived the dancing in 1926
The men werc all workrca in tho limestone quarrics whore Minton used
himself to work.They used to come out First on Xras cve & dance 6pr.
G111l 12.then on Boxing Day & sonctines every day aftverwards till tho
New Ycar.It was beolicved The Gance usced O ccicbrate the birth of -
Christ. . ' . -

Costunes~ any fancy dress - such as that of an Italian clown,King's
Jester,Sanbo the Black,Some dancers dresscd as worcon -— Mr.¥inton
said he introduced this.All black faccs.No bells,

Tear:- from 5 o 8 dancers.Always two “staidards® ie.bones &
nelodeon player who do not dance, _

Egmn4+sﬁckdamem%2vdﬂ1tw%mwhwsm&odmme.

Scvens-2 stick dancers,2 taibourines - & a triaagle player whodoes

S not dance v : : o

Six  :~ no triangle.

Five :- a triangle but no tambourines.,

On %0,3%,37 cvening Yr . Minton(melodeon) & 5 dancers canc to Raven
Hotel,Much Wenlock & showed Miss Karpeles the dance,

m S S 1-4 partners cross over loft shoulder
Top - boton and “ake a half turn right,
= 0 g s Y 5-8 cross back,left shoulders to

places & ar+ once rourd with

left arms.,Tambourines are held
up and shaken during arting.The step during: the above is so¢cthing
between run & walk — when in shrects dancers progress slightly in
these moveents by mgking their track SlightLy_diagonal¢Thcy are
headed by the accordian & bones, ' '
9-16 Stick tapping.Partners stand still facing each other.Tanbourine
blaycrs teat tine & the boncs =an who has hitherto bescn silent Jjoins
in.The stick dancors 4o :— Evev nos old sticks still in a vertical
vosition whilst odds hit alternatcly fro: right to left,left o richt

O




Other Morris &,

tlp against tip. 4 tines to a bar & twice on

The Strjkbﬂq ctch is also held in anals
tapping is donc 1nl> nove: ent of
rrpcqtbd bub cvens hit odds.Wholc dancc

out in occdsional ‘fancy steps such as cross

Jnly indetzre-inate.

iain beats of laot bar. ;
08t vertical pOulllﬁl & the : |
the wrist.The above is ' |
11b.In"jig"™ tune dancers

step & hockle step but

.

ad

Cawbte et Goorzc waltbers (29.5.57) who Vlapd the s;ab in 1217
aﬂd Wl i Rcwlan”s (29 & 30.5.57) who Jblﬂpd ia 1897 - dancers
ally wore tags of Clcth.on their ordinary clothbs,lauur the
cre QmiC?;ubC“ the cloth:s chansed 4o feacy dress & finally
s wore ebandoned bdeUuu boys uscd to sof the alis sht, fhe
.AnC“rs biackbé i » faces * hands & wore top hats.¥or part of
anee they, US ” cluﬁsy-siﬁgle huffle as . far +the rﬂpch dance,
thrp is.a photo of the tea in “Wenlock

Sthwsburv Chronicle Fpr riday 5th April 1935,

in lqd9 when son
i “Cn&,q 10

rcus clown

5 of theﬁ_wrt in Auz.1949.Dresscd

tclls the- ”“r7d

P

¢ were living
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LTRSS Wi1tHh Chnc

at Scvretion
Mofris Dance

in fancy

costunc.Onc worc a +i. ht Titting

& L.ohtly balubd at wrist & ankic ~- carried
€ were top hat & tall coat & was aliost
wlih tabourine.Other 3 in coloured pyjara like suits.
9 hud skorc sticks 1 f%.1 ig - third had a s9all -i2lodeon.A full
tea included 2 =orc stick ren.All had blacked faces.
4 dancers stood in a square 12ft.widc with ‘uuicqu in =iddle -
reading sunwise — “bourine,stick, stick bones - aolcwva played 16
bar tune, loud L“ct anu ¢n“ccurﬁtvly 2aﬂ tune was rc ,Wlkablb as

Thrce J0¢lv Shoepskins (largely as

at Slcights - bnl“ bccausc

Si;g.r_‘_ ! 3

Slcights tune cane fron John Locke of T.o oninster!)

During first strein the three in ~o- cley ~oved raﬂldlg round cach
othcr in sirpeanting qucu,anpqr(nbl erbitaryily - cao 'cc25131a13
near a hpy fur 5 Step was a ﬂq,-o 3111:1D walk - as if a nurry to

T

et somewhere,b awhi le the too

\_',,

Luu*cj tanbourinist

L\’ly anticlo cgwise fJuQC tThe set m porfor-cd a verioty of-pulka &

rant steps in an al=cst sitbting position.At the ond of 8 bars all
back to jositiO“ bxcdpt stick ren now within reach,

One held his stick very rigidly vercically at aris lCubth e
other beat it frow side 1o ode with srecat vigour,4 Lv'cs in ocach of
1st & bars. t icc 1" 7th bar & % ties in Sth, a“unrlnc & boncs did

sac rhyth. both facing
the taw bou_lnb at knee level. All lascras
v1,ouL Sequencs donc 3 or 4 tics.stick

Dance cnded on 2nd sfraln Danll’ perforred at X

away froa conb rb,unb boncs at head

.L\,Vk,l
wenes Dlaycd with extrere
~en change roles cach

aArlasg .,




