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Sherbourne in Gloucestershire has an interesting history. The first building dates back to 811
AD when Winchcombe Abbey established a chapel there. The flourishing wool trade made
Sherbourne one of the Abbey’s most valuable properties and by 1086 a monastic Grange and
church were built.

During the Dissolution of the Monasteries the Abbey tried to avoid sequestration by giving a
99 year lease of the property to Sir JOHN ALLEYN of LONDON on December 14th 1533.
This infuriated Henry VIl who offered Sir JOHN £1300 for the property in 1540. This was
refused and Sir JOHN eventually established his legal rights in 1550, and immediately sold
the property to Thomas Dutton, Surveyor of the Crown Lands in Gloucestershire and younger
son of the De Duttons of Cheshire.

The De Dutton family had settled in Cheshire under the protection of Hugh LUPUS EARL
of CHESTER, close friend of Duke William of NORMANDY.

The 3rd EARL of Chester, during the reign of good King JOHN, (1199 12—-16) was having
trouble with the Welsh, again, at Rothelant. Hugh de Dutton was asked by the EARL to come
to his aid, and as there was a fair in progress in Chester, he brought with him all the able
persons at the fair. This included shoemakers and fiddlers with whom he had some influence.

Thomas Dutton in 1574 entertained ELIZABETH | at SHERBOURNE for 10 days at a cost
of £13, later donating £13 to defray the costs of fighting the Spanish Armada. His son William
also entertained the Queen, now an old lady, in 1592.

In 1618 JOHN DUTTON lent Charles | £50,000 for the war against the Parliamentarians.
This was either very high inflation, or great devotion to the KING.

Nevertheless he became a friend of OLIVER CROMWELL, and managed to extend
Sherbourne House during those troubled times.




Ralph Dutton was made a Baronet by Charles I for providing monies for 30 foot soldiers to
defend the Plantations of ULSTER for a period of three years, and thus the red hand of
ULSTER on the arms of Sherbourne.
~ Sir John Dutton in 1730 spent large sums of money to repair and refurbish the house, and
also made several purchases of SOUTH SEA STOCK. By 1784 George Il created the
LORDS SHERBOURNE.

In 1830 Lewis Wyatt was commissioned to rebuild the property in the style of Louis XIV
though many of the original features were retained.

The Dutton family owed their prosperity to the Cotswold wool trade, and the stone quarries
active to 1915 and providing stone for Windsor and OXFORD between 1365 to 1525.

The Sherbourne dancers must have had a connection with the house, although not
recorded in any history of the Dutton family.

The last time the dancers performed would have been around 1870, and they had a fierce
reputation. William Hatherway told Cecil Sharpe, the famous collector, that Sherbourne was a
desperate MORRIS place. George Simpson born 1854 and from the village, was considered
the best and talked about the dances to Cecil Sharpe. Most of the information we have today
comes from George Simpson and RICHARD Pitts who was not a dancer, but knew them all.
Names mentioned were Hedges, Hawker, Lambert and two brothers, Kent.

Thomas Pitts an old Sherbourne dancer lived to about 80 years and was interviewed before
the 2nd World War. His photograph appears on the cover of OLD COTSWOLD
PHOTOGRAPHS by VINER of the Cirencester museum.

The Sherbourne dances are 17th century in style using a straight leg rather than a bent
knee movement. The dance known as MY LORD SHERBOURNES JIGG is directly
descended from the Galliards of the 16 Century Court dances. ELIZABETH | was reputed to
perform a number of GALLIARDS before breakfast, and of course her courtiers would have
had to dance with her. To reach preferment in Elizabeths court, would have required an ability
to dance well.

FOOTNOTE
There were two Alehouses in Sherbourne in 1755 but sadly no record of any such
establishments after that date.
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