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REFERENCES FOR FOOLING & COMEDY

1. TECHNIQUES

A. CIRCUS

1. Antony D A Seat at the Circus
Hippisley Coxe Evans Bros London, 1951, Macmillan revised 1980

2. William Stubby the Clown, 
C Stubblefield Clowning, Magic, Juggling, Sight Bits

Montandon Magic, PO BOX 711, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA. 1969

3. Jack Wiley Basic Circus Skills 
1st Stackpole Books, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 1974.
2nd edit Solipaz Pub Co, PO BOX 366, Lodi, CA 95241

4. Hovey Burgess Circus Techniques
Drama Specialists, New York, 1977.
Still awaiting reprint.

5. Charles Mayer How to be a Clown *
David McKay Co, New York, 1977.

6. Toby Sanders How to be a Clown *
Stein and Day, New York, 1978.

7. Mark Stolzenberg Clown for Circus and Stage
Sterling Pub Co, New York, USA, 1981 & 1983.
Revised as “Be a Clown” in 1989.

8. Wes McVicar Clowning Act Omnibus
Meriwether Pub Ltd, Colorado Springs, CO 80933

PO Box 7710, 1987, from Hanbury Plays, Keepers Lodge,
Broughton Green, Droitwich, Worcs, WR9 7EE

9. Various Creative Clowning
Java Pub Co, Colorado Springs, USA, 1988.

B. MIME

1. Claude Kipnis The Mime Book
Meriwether Pub, Colorado Springs, USA, 1974

2. Maravene Loeschke All About Mime
Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1982.

3. Mack Stolzenberg Exploring Mime
Sterling Pub Co, New York, USA, paperback 1983
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C. BODY SKILLS

1. Dec Gee & The Art of Face Painting *
Pokey Patti

2. Jack Wiley The Complete Book of Unicycling *
Solipaz Pub Co, PO Box 366, Lodi, California,       CA 95241

USA.

3. Jack Wiley The Tumbling Book
Solipaz Pub Co, PO Box 366, Lodi, California, USA,    © 1978,

2nd Edit 3rd Printing 1985.

4.  Creative Gymnastic Pyramids & Balancing *

D. JUGGLING

1. Carlo The Juggling Book *
Random House, New York, 1974

2. Dave Finnigan The Complete Juggler
Vintage Books, div.of Random House, New York, 1987

3. Juggling for the Complete Klutz *
Klutz Pub, San Diego, California, USA.

4. Bruce Fife Goofy Juggling *

5. Bruce Fife Juggling Buffoonery *

6. Colin Francome Juggling for All 
& Charlie Holland David and Charles, Newton Abbott, 1987.  £5.95

7. Ken Benge Three Ball Juggling *

8. Max Holden Manual of Juggling *
1947

9. George De Mott Want to be a Juggler *

10. Kit Summers Juggling with Finesse *
Finesse Press, 1987  793.8

11. Three Ball Digest *

12. Rich Chamberlin Comedy Juggling *

E. MANIPULATION

1. Carline Jayne String Figures and How to Make Them
1906, reprinted Dover Pub, New York, 1962.

2. Joost Elffers Cat’s Cradles & Other String Figures
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Michael Schuyt Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1979

3. Camilla Gryski Cat’s Cradle and Other String Games : 
Step by Step Instructions for Eleven Fascinating Designs

Angus and Roberts, London, 1983, reprint 1988£1.99

4. Stewart James Abbott’s Encyclopedia of Rope Tricks
1945 reprint by Dover Pub, New York, 1975.

5. Chester Byers & Cowboy Roping & Rope Tricks
others 1st pub 1928, Dover Pub, New York, 1966. 790.1

6. D W Pinkney Rope Spinning
Herbert Jenkins Ltd, London, 1930

7. Ross Hand Puppets *
Dover Pub, New York,

8. Ray Alan Gottle o’ Geer!
Pagoda Books, London, 1987.

9. Valentine Vox I Can See Your Lips Moving 
the history and art of ventriloquism
Kaye & Ward Ltd, Tadworth, Surrey, 1981.

9. John Cassidy The Klutz Yo-Yo Book *
Klutz Pub, San Diego, California, USA.

10. Gerry Luff & The Big Balloon Book *
Doug Brearley

11. Jack Wiley The Diablo Book *

12. R Bacon Cigar Box Manipulation *

13. Todd Strong Devil Stick Book *

F. MAGIC

1. Roy Holmes Drawing Room Magic
John Gifford Ltd, London, 1967

2. John Fisher John Fisher’s Magic Book
Frederick Muller, London, 1968

3. Marvin Kaye The Complete Magician
Macmillan, London, 1973.

4. Jean Hugard Handkerchief Magic *
1937 reprint by Dover Pub, New York, 1974

5. Karl Fulves Self Working Table Magic *
Dover Pub, New York, 1981.
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(self working = does not need hours of practice or special dexterity)

6. Karl Fulves Self Working Paper Magic *
Dover Pub, New York, 1985.

7. Karl Fulves Self Working Handkerchief Magic
Dover Pub, New York, 1988

8. Barry Murray Paul Daniel’s Adult Magic
Michael O’Mara Books Ltd, London, 1989

9. Klutz Magic Book *
Klutz Pub, San Diego, California, USA.

G. COMIC TECHNIQUES

1. Lupino Lane How to Become a Comedian *
Frederick Muller, London, 1946

2. Michael Kilgarriff Make ’Em Roar : A Comedian’s Handbook.
Samuel French, London, Vol 1 1979, Vol 2 1980
revision of “Make ’Em Laugh” pub 1973.

3. Michael Kilgarriff It Gives Me Great Pleasure : Production Guide and Chairman’s
Handbook for Old Time Music Hall.
Samuel French, London, 1972, revised 1986.

4. Athene Seyler The Craft of Comedy
Nick Hern Books, a div. of Walker Books London, 1990
Routledge, New York 1943.

5. April Calthorpe How to be a Master of Ceremonies
Foyles Handbooks, London, 1957.

2. HISTORICAL

H. GENERAL

1. John Armitage Man at Play : Nine Centuries of Pleasure Making
Frederick Warne, London, 1977.

2. David Cohen & The Buskers : a History of Street Entertainment
Ben Greenwood David & Charles, Newton Abbot, 1981.

3. Sandra Billington A Social History of the Fool
Harvester Press, Brighton, 1984.

4. Paul Radin The Trickster : 
a Study in American Indian Mythology *
London, 1956 & 1972

5. Peggy Beck & The Sacred, Ways of Knowledge, Sources of Life
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Anna Walters Navajo Community College Press, Tsaile, 
Navajo Nation Arizona, USA, 4th printing, 1984.

I. CLOWNS

1. M Willson Disher Clowns & Pantomimes
Constable 1925 (792.3 CEZ)

2. Enid Welsford The Fool : his Social & Literary History
Faber & Faber 1968 (& 1935)

3. Douglas Newton Clowns
Harrap, London, 1958 

4. G Harvey Cox The Feast of Fools : 
a Theological Essay on Festivity & Fantasy *
Harvard Univ Press, 1969.  (HQZ, GOS ST)

5. William Willeford The Fool and His Sceptre : 
a Study in Clowns & Jesters & their Audience
Edward Arnold (Pub), London, 1969
Northwestern Univ Press

6. Kalton C Lahue Clown Princes & Court Jesters *
& Samuel Gill Barnes 1970 (791.43 HQZ), or Yoseloff 1970
(791.430922 GOS)  (only in films?)

7. George Bishop The World of Clowns *
Brooke House Pub, Los Angeles, 1976

8. John H Towsen Clowns *
Hawthorn Books Inc, New York, 1976/1979

9. Beryl Hugill Bring on the Clowns
David and Charles, 1980

10. George Speight The Book of Clowns
Sidgwick & Jackson 1980 & 1984 

11. David Jameson The Love of the Circus
& Sandy Davidson Octopus Books Ltd, London, 1980

12. Peter Davidson Popular Appeal in English Drama to 1850
Barnes & Noble Books, Totowa, New Jersey, 1982.

J. CHILDREN’s BOOKS   Children’s J791.3

1.  Clowns *
Macdonald Starters, Facts.

2. John Hornby Clowns Through the Ages *
Oliver & Boyd  1962 (HQO)
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3. Carol Crowther Clowns and Clowning *
McDonald 1978

4.  Nigel Jamieson Clowning Around : 
The Great Medici’s Handbook of Clowning
A Sparrow Book, Pub Arrow  Books, 1981 

K. MEDIEVAL, ELIZABETHAN & STUART

1. Sir Edmund K Chambers Medieval Stage Vols 1&2 *
OUP 1903, 8th impression 1978792

2. Sir Edmund K Chambers Elizabethan Stage vols 1-4 *
OUP 1923792

3. Charles Baskervill The Elizabetan Jig and Related Song Drama
1929, reprinted Dover Pub, New York, 1965.

4. Allardyce Nicoll Masks, Mimes & Miracles : 
Studies in the Popular Theatre *
Harrap 1931 (reprint CUP ?)

5. Glynne Wickham The Medieval Theatre
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London 1974, CUP,London,1987

6. David Bevington Medieval Drama
Houghton Mifflin Co, Boston, USA, 1975£34.95

7. Francis Edwards Ritual & Drama : The Medieval Theatre
Lutterworth Press, Guildford, 1976.

8. Peter Dronke The Medieval Lyric
Hutchinson, London, 1978.

9. Paul Williams The Fool and The Trickster :
Studies in honour of Enid Welsford
D Brewer Ltd, Cambridge, 1979.

10. Peter Bucknell Entertainment and Ritual 600-1600
Stainer & Bell, London, 1979.

11. Dorothy Mason Music in Elizabethan England
Folger Books, Washington, USA, 7th printing 1979.

12. Ian Lanchashire Dramatic Texts and Records of Britain : 
A Chronological Topography to 1558 *
University of Toronto Press, Canada, 1984.£22.50

13. John Southworth The English Medieval Minstrel
Boydell Press, Woodbridge, Suffolk, 1989.

14. Suzanne Westfall Patrons and Performers : 
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Early Tudor Household Revels *
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990.£30.00

L. MUMMERS

1. Sir Edmund K Chambers The English Folk Play
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1933, reprint 1969398 FNB

M. ROBIN HOOD

1. Mauricee Keen The Outlaws of Medieval Legend
Routledge & Kegan Paul, London, 1977.

2. David Wiles The Early Plays of Robin Hood
D Brewer, Cambridge, 1981.

3. J C Holt Robin Hood
Thames & Hudson, London, 1982.

N. COMMEDIA DELL'ARTE

1. Cyril W Beaumont The History of Harlequin *
Beaumont, 1926

2. Pierre Louis Duchartre Italian Comedy
trans by R Weaver pub G G Harrap, Lodon, 1929 & Dover, New York, 1966

3. K M Lea Italian Popular Comedy : 
a study of the Commedia dell’arte, 2 vols *
Clarendon Press Oxford 1934.

4. Thelma Niklaus Harlequin Phoenix, 
or, The Rise & Fall of a Begamask Rogue *

Bodley Head, 1956.792.3 (STN ST)

5. Pierre Carlet de Chamblain de Marivaux
Arlequin Poli par l'Amour *
edit by Robert and Thelma Niklaus 
University of London, 1959

6. Allardyce Nicoll The World of Harlequin : 
a critical study of the Commedia Dell'Arte *
CUP, Cambridge, 1963 (BAS) 1976 (WIN)
reprint 1988 £19.50  792.3

7. Giacomo Oreglia Commedia Dell’Arte
Methuen, London, 1968 & 1971792.0945

8. David Mayer III Harlequin in his Element *
1969.

9. Flamino Scala Scenarios of the Commedia dell’Arte *
trans Henry Salermo Limelight Edits, New York, 1989.£15.95
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O. POST ELIZABETHAN

1. Enid Welsford The Court Masque *
Cambridge, 1927.

2. Allardyce Nicoll Stuart Masques & the Renaissance Stage *
Harrap, London, 1938, New York, 1963. 792.02

3. Sir Edmund K Chambers English Pastorals *
821 HQZ

4. Sybil Rosenfeld Strolling Players & Drama in the Provinces    1660-1765 
CUP, Cambridge, 1939792 STNST

5. Sybil Rosenfeld The Theatre of the London Fairs in the 18th Cent 
CUP, Cambridge, 1960792.0942

6. Graham Parry The Golden Age Restored : the culture of the Stuart Court 1603-42
Manchester University Press, 1981.

P. PUNCH AND JUDY

1. George Speight The History of the English Puppet Theatre *
London, 1955

2. C W Beaumont Puppets and Puppetry *
Studio, 1958791.5

3. George Speight Punch and Judy : A History
Studio Vista, London, 1970

4. Robert Leach The Punch and Judy Show : 
History, Tradition and Theory *
Batsford, London, 1985.£15.95 701.53

Q. BLACK FACE

1. Harry Reynolds Minstrel Memories : the story of Burnt Cork Minstrelsy in Great
Britain from 1836 to 1927
Alston Rivers, London, 1928 
(Southampton Reserve Stack)

2. Marshal & Jean Jazz Dance, The Story of American Vernacular Dance 
Stearns New York, 1968 (chapters 5 to 8) * 785.42 RIN/STN

3. Robert C Toll Blacking Up : 
The Minstrel Show in Nineteenth Century America
OUP, London, 1974.

4. Daily Paskman Gentlemen Be Seated  reprint?
Clarkson Potter, New York, 1976.
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5. George Rehin Blackface Street Musicians in Victorian London and its Resorts *
Journal of Popular Culture Vol 15 no 1 p 19-38 Summer 1981,

6. Michael Pickering White Skin, Black Masks : ‘Nigger’ Minstrelsy in Victorian Britain
in “Music Hall : Performance & Style” edited by Jacquelin S Bratton,
in “Popular Music in Britain” series edited by Dave Harker & Richard
Middleton.

Open University Press, Milton Keynes, 1986

7. Lynne Fauley Emery Black Dance from 1619 to Today
2nd edit Dance Books, Cecil Court, London, 1988.

R. COMEDY AND PANTOMIME

1. Gyles Brandreth I Scream for Ice Cream
Eyre Methuen, London, 1974

2. Eric Midwinter Make ’Em Laugh
George Allen & Unwin, London 1979

3. Ronald Harwood All the World’s a Stage
Methuen, London, 1984.

4. Roger Wilmot Kindly Leave the Stage : 
the story of variety 1919-1960
Metheun, London, 1985.

5. Glynne Wickham A History of the Theatre
Phaidon, Oxford, 1985.

6. Gerald Frow “Oh, Yes It Is!” : A History of Pantomime
BBC, London, 1985.

7. Tony Staveacre Slapstick! : 
The Illustrated History of Knockabout Comedy
Angus & Robertson, London, 1987.

CORN DOLLIES

Colchester museum & a local shop has corn dollies and handmade rosettes.  

Dover Publications from Constable & Company Ltd, 10 Orange St, London WC2H 7EG or The Dover
Bookshop, 18 Earlham St, London WC2H 9LN, tel:071-836-2111 & Fax:071-836-1603.

From Oddballs - magic is the complete opposite to juggling in that it is trying to hide the skill rather than
openly working with it.  There are many specialist magic shops around.  Oddballs, April 1990 is the current
catalogue of Oddball Juggling Co, The Juggling Shop,  56 Islington Park St, London N1 1PX. Tel:071-354-
5660 and FAX 071-704-8228, 4 mins south from Highbury and Islington Tube Station. 4 stops from Covent
Garden, one stop from Kings Cross tube station.  Specialises in juggling and unicycles.  However has a
number of relevant books to clowning.


